6 
. 


SERMONS 


"By J. TQEULMIN, A.M. 


PRINCIPALLY 


 Appres:D to YOUT H. 


| To WHICH 15 ADDED, 
A TRANSLATION 
| O F 


TSOCRATES's ORATION toDzMonIcus. 


__ 


: : : 


Dii probes mares docili Fuvents, 
Dit ſenectufi placidæ guietem, 
— cate Horace, 
Ta Tixve vuay Tis & Y015\o ,, e- 
TeAcuCarTaorar : paherwgay 71 Tj,Eeeα n 
maga Ow ig Tt ayann ayvn rats Tw 


Oe Jurarai: mms o SoSe auTY Kakhos K 


peyas, x Tau! e Tous & RUTH Ties 
enact poperovs £y rxalays M | 
Clementis Epiſt. ad Corinthics. 


1 


Paix rzp for ARTHUR BROWN, Bookſeller in Heni- 
ton; and ſold by R. BALD WIN, in Pater - noſter- Ro-. 


and G. KEzI Tu, in Grace -Church- Street, London; 


R. Goapay, in Sherborne; by Ax DbERDox, NorRige 


and Buncomns in Taunton; by Scort, Tronwe, 
and GIG, in Exeter; by PAR KHOus k, in Tiverton; 
Cavtii,imBrifo/; and Tauvor, in Bridgewater. 


Dorner. 


eee 


* 


— 


1 e 


"yy 


CONTENTS: 
SERMON vn. 


The Influence of habitual Piety, 
PRovy.. xxiii. 17. | 
But be thou in the Fear of the Lord all the 
Day long . - ; 2. 147. 


"SERMON: vm. 
I; Fleas for _ += La weht 


IM xili. . 


n P. 105 A 
Bocas vr Ontien to Dunonons. : E 


” 
4 
, 2 rr 
* . : 4a 271 by 4 4 
” "0 . y : 
Y — 
55 4 
— ——— pp oe EI 
2 — ů 


2 


* 


4445454477424 


E R R A T A. 


75 page 925 line 4. from the bottom, for coldneſs read 
. Eoolneſs. p. 36. J. 4. for 2 r. lewdneſs.---l, 20. for pa- 


rents x. parent. p. $4+ J. 6. for zeal r. real, laſt 7, dele 


rbrougb. p. 66. J. 6. for aparent r. apparent. p. 67. J. 3. 
- for bit r. this. p. 6 
18. for deport r. 


J. 13. for the r. our; for of r. on.,—-/ 
ortment. p. 86. J. 1, 2. for the removal 


e youth teaches by an untimely death, r. for the removal of 
youth by an untimely death teaches, p. 94. 1. 8. for notaries r. 


votaries. In the title of Sermon V. for <vorſhip r. truſt. p. 
97. l. 2. from the bottom, for ſurely r. ſweetly. p. 101. J. 
3. for endeavouring r. endearing. p. 117. J. 9. for tobe r. 
as. p. 136. for gracious r. great. p. 141. J. 22. for worlds r. 
world. The Oration, p. 14. J. 9. after ſpmpathy r. witb. 
p. 46. J. 8. for reſort r. retort, 


44% 


To the Riſing Generation: 
PARTICULARLY, 

To the Youth who attend his Mi- 

_** niſtry, (with an immediate View to 
whoſe Benefit they are publiſhed.) i 

Theſe Diſcourfes, as a Token of 

his warm concern for their beſt. in- 
tereſt, | 


Are, 
with requeſting, 
a ſerious and 
candid peruſal, . 
humbly dedicated 
TaunToN,. by their 
Jan. 22, 1770. affectionate Friend, 


—— - 


4 
* 1 * 
2d 1 [27 * g ® a . 
. 7 1 3 1 4 5 k 
— : — — Aa 3 — * — — PT Af x o . 2 hy YI Nr f 
— 7 : - — 2 — * N 2 
, — — — N AI * \ 
nr - 9 — — — * — - — 
4 F 


8 
7 


The Author. 


o 


* 


„ 7 


Gow” 


of 


*. 


, n 
Kot COT Bins 


* 
* 


9 


3 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


CONTENT 8. 


- 2 GEKA N I. 
Youth exhorted to ſeek the favour of Gop 
and Man. 
Lokk ii. 52. 


And FESUS increaſed in Wiſdom and Sta- 
1 and in Favour with GOD and Man. 
PAGE 3. 


SERMON I 


The Prodi al; a Warning to Youth... 
LUKE xv. I2---IQ. . 

And the Younger of them ſaid to his Father, 
« Father, give me the portion of Good 
that falleth to me.” And he divided unto 
them his Living. And not many days af- 
ter, his Younger Son gathered all together, 
and took his Journey into a far Country 5 
and there waſted his en in riatous 
Living, S. „ 25. 


SERMON III. 


Youth reminded of the Connection be- 
tween the Conduct of Man in this Life, 
and his Condition in a future Gas 14 

41. 14 


A 


— 


rr 


GAL. vi. 7. 

Be 1 not. F ORE 7 ! GOD' is not ers For 

—_— a Man ſomeib ; that ſhall be 

4 KL reap. P. 49. 
SER M 0 N IV. | 


Reflections on the Death of Twi - 
l Luk E vii. T3 


Now when he came nigh to the Gate of t the 
City, behold, there was a dead Man carried 
out, the a1 Sen 'of bis Mother; and ſhe 
was a Wi os, and much People of the City 


2045 bh her. P. 51. 
S E RMO * v. 
The Happineſs that ſows from religious 
ruit. 


PALM xxxiv. 8. 


0 tafte and ſee that the Lord is. 
e 1s the man that trufteth in him, 


SERMON VI. 


| The Grounds and Reaſons of a Lite of 
Faith, 


2 Cor. V. 7. 


e. ere t „ 123. 
S E R- 


5. 


+$$+$5$$$$$+$04-5+$4++ 


SERMON I. 


Torn exborted to ſeek the Favour of 
GOD and Man. 


* 


+$$$905006000045044S * 


: > ö ood * 2 *. 4 8 - - : ; 
r ͤ R.... Vu! ford gr rant rr pn R . 
r d ORR IT POOTE CCS RNA a er 
1 — N. * , 3 — 2 4 " 8 p — — — N 
2 2 ey nn J a — \ 2 2 * 
- — 2007 pet ne ner 


Laban $4. 4h 4 


—— — — ä 2 2 ¶ ¶ — ———— ——— — — — 


Luxe Ch. ii. 52. 


And FESUS increaſed in wiſdom and nn 
and in favour with GOD and Man, 


E is the uſe of Hiſtory, whether ſacred or 
profane, not only to lead us back into the 
tranſactions of paſt ages: but alſo to hold 
forth ſuch a faithful picture of men and man- 
ners; as may at once inſtruct, warn and 
admoniſh us. Here we ſee 5 and fol- 

ly realized; the mind is alarmed with the 
miſery and ſhame this man fell into; and it 
feels the animating attractive force of that 
man's goodneſs and bliſs. The ſprings of 
the human heart are laid open, and we ſee 
the progreſs and operation of thoſe cauſes ; 
which exalt or degrade man, But what- 
ever advantage can reſult from the ſtudy of 
Hiſtory ; the Sacred Hiſtory bids fair to pro- 
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duce them all. And for its bulk, it fur- 
niſhes out a larger variety of extraordinary 
events, ſignal characters, and great exam- 
ples; than are to be met with in any other. 
The conſideration of its divine authority; 
and its connection with the ſcheme of Re- 
velation ſet aſide; this ſhould recommend it 
to our regard, Amongſt the names pre- 
ſerved here, that of JesUs CHRIST, ſeparate 
from his extraordinary character and miſ- 
ſion, is moſt diſtin iſhed. And'the point 
of view, in which our text exhibits him, is 
not the leaſt remarkable and inſtructive cir- 
cumſtance that relates to his life and cha- 
racter. And JEsUs increaſed in wiſdom and 
ature, and in favour with GOD and man. 


This is recorded of our divine maſter, to 
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intimate that by this early attention to the 
purſuit of wiſdom, he laid the foundation 
of that noble ſuperſtructure of amiable, 
excellent, and perfect virtue: which after- 
wards fo illuſtriouſly adorned his life, and 
has made the memory of his name ſo pre- 
cious and arable down to the preſent” 
age ;---and to intimate: that hereby man- 
kind were prejudiced in his favour, and 
led to form, engaging, and worthy concep- - 
tions of his character; and were prepared 
to attend with great candor and patience to 

To | him 


and man. 
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him ; when he opened the nature of his 


office, and the benevolent purpoſes he was 
ſent into the world to execute. And this 
excellent character of the young Jesvs, 
has a powerful tendency to ſtrike the minds 
of children and youth, with eſteem and 
delight, and to fire their breaſts with emu- 
lation. Oh ! that this day may ſee ſo happy 
an effect produced by it! I will now make 
it the ſubject of my preſent ſerious and free 
addreſs to you, my young hearers; being 
ambitious of forming your minds, under 
GOD, to the reſemblance of CHRIST; 
and of fixing your hearts in the early love 
of the deity, and the purſuit of wiſdom. 
You will, my dear friends, be ſerious and 
candid. May that gracious Being, who 
{miles on every period ot life, and who has 
formed our hearts ſuſceptible of every moral 
impreſſion, fix your attention; and write 
on your minds in laſting characters, the in- 
ſtructions of this day !---Whilft I would 
endeavour to kindle in your boſoms, a de- 


fire to obtain the favour of Gap and 


man : and would earneſtly recommend the 
purſuit of wiſdom, as the only means to 
ſecure it. And FESUS increaſed in wiſ- 
dom and ſtature, and in favour with GOD. 


B 3 Firſt, 


6 SERMON LI. 

Firſt, Let it be obſerved from the words, 
that the love and purſuit of wiſdom is the 
moſt likely and effectual method to ſecure | 
the divine approbation and the eſteem of 
man: not mere knowledge, much - leſs 
ſubtlety and cunning in managing ſecular 
affairs, is meant by wiſdom in the ſcrip- 
tures. An underſtanding to diſcern be- 
tween good and bad; an underſtanding to 
know how to appear and behave in life, 
with dignity, virtue, and uſefulneſs, is wiſ- 
dom, in the ſtile of the ſacred books. This 
is at once the moſt beneficial and impor- 
tant ſcience. Its beginning. is with the 
fear of GOD, and to depart from evil, is 
underſtanding, Religion, genuine Reli- 
gien,. yielding the fruits of righteouſneſs, 
is wiſdom. Its rules are the beſt maxims; 
its happineſs, the worthieſt object of our 
aim. This wiſdom is clothed with the 
trueſt charms; and to the purſuit of it, the 
beſt advantages are annexed. You have a 
juſt, as well as a fine and animated deſcrip- 
tion of them in the third chapter of the 
Book of Proverbs; which let me recom- 
-mend to your ſerious and frequent peruſal. 
Would you be determined by the ſenti- 
ments and example of others, none can 
be more deciſive and forcible, than that of 

| the 


SERMON I. , 
the young Jesvs. In this wiſdom He ad- 


vanced, as he grew in ftature: as he 
ripened in years, his mind unfolded itſelf ; 
the faculties of his ſoul were ſtrengthened, | 
and improved by a progreſs in religious 
knowledge, and by more enlarged views. 
The Hiſtorian relates an inftance of our 
Lorv's love of wiſdom, and of his profi- 
ciency in it: when he was but twelve 
years of age, he was found fitting amo 
the Jewiſh doors, hearing them, and aſk- 
ing them queſtions ; and all were aſtoniſh- 
ed at his underſtanding and anſwers,--- 
Such a tender youth, diligent to cultivate 
his reaſoning powers, and extend his views 
by a growing acquaintance with the moſt 
important ſubje&s, could not but be accep- 
table to the Gop of wiſdom, who has 
made his intelligent creatures wiſer than 
the beaſts of the field: ſo inquiſitive a 
diſpoſition could not but ſecure the * 
and eſteem of man. -But it was not this 
alone that ſecured to the young IJxsvs, 
the favour of Gop and man; it was the 
Hect of this knowledge in forming his 
"temper and behaviour: it was the amiable 
and excellent influence of his knowledge, 
cheriſhing every pious kind and humane 
= affection which endeared him to others, 
F. B 4 and 
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and rendered him the object of the divine 
love. The account of what our Saviour 
faid and did before he entered on the ſtage 
of public life, is very brief; yet, in it, 
brief as it is, we are a le to trace out his 
_ piety, modeſty, and virtue. His anſwer to 
his mother in the temple, was an indica- 
tion of the exalted notions he entertained 
of his ſtation ; and of an ardent, as well 
as early bent of ſoul, to fulfill the will of 

GOD. < Wit you not that I muſt be 
about my father's. fg * The account 
we have of his being ſubject to his parents, 
not only ſhows his filial obedience and ſub- 
miſſion ; but more beautifully illuſtrates his 
humility, and the entire ſubjection of his 
own deſires to the will of GOD. As he 
neither took occaſion. from his ſuperior wiſ- 
dom, nor extraordinary deſignation, to 
ſet himſelf above the parental authority; 
though his parents were perſons of a mean 
and illiterate ſtation ; nor elated with the 
proſpect of the high and ſacred character 
he was to be inveſted with, did he rufh for- 
ward with the impetuoſity and vanity, natu- 
ral to his early years, into his public miniſ- 
try and life; but modeſtly and contentedly 
waited, till the time appointed by GOD, for 
his eee . arived. Theſe | 
E ores things 
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things put together, point out what were 
the Rand qualities, and the attractive vir- 
tues, which adorned and ennobled the 
earlieſt years of our maſter's life; which 
won the affection of man, and drew on 
him the approbation of GOD. Let 
your minds dwell on this fair model] view 
the youn g JESUS, or imagine you ſee 2 
under a ſtrong and lively ſenſe of the bea 

ty, excellency, and . of reli; 
gious virtue; and from the influence of a 
comprehenſive acquaintance with its na- 
ture, obligations and branches, diſchargi 
with regularity, conſtancy and chearfulneſs, 
all its duties. See his mind opening, and 
his underſtanding advancing to a of 
maturity and vigor; almoſt before the in- 
telligent principle begins to diſplay itſelf 
in others. See with what veneration and 
awe towards the Great GOD, his ſoul was 
filled; with what love and "gratitude his 
boſom glowed. See him by the daily exer- 
Ciſes of devotion, "kindling in his boſom 
every pious affection ; and with the fervor 
of religion, adoring, praiſing, and ſuppli- 
cating his heavenly father. Behold him 
receiving with meekneſs and delight, the 
inſtructions of his parents; active to do their 
lh and | haſtening to execute the unfiniſhed 
; command 
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command, whilſt the words were yet on 
their lips. See him adorned in his conver- 
ſation with the native charms of purity, in- 
nocence and modeſty, affable and meek; 
humble, courteous, and kind to all. See 
theſe lovely virtues adding an amiableneſs, 
a beauty and grace, to his whole deport- 
ment and character. Does not this faint, 
this imperfect delineation of his moral 
temper, raiſe ſome agreeable emotions in 
our boſoms ? Does it not beget our eſteem, 
and awaken our emulation? I hope it 
does; I pray it may! Let me propoſe this 
example to you my young friends. Think 
on the worth and beauty of this character. 
Think how amiable you would appear, 
was it your own! Think, whether it can 
not become your own. Tryto make it ſo. To 
this purpoſe give a meek and honeſt atten- 
tion to the following hints and admonitions. 

I would charge, I would entreat you to 


ftudy religion, its natal obligations, and 


1 
* 


the enforcements it has received from 
Chriſtianity. Study the nature, perfec- 


tions and works of GOD : ſtudy the 


principles, truths, and precepts of the goſ- 
pel: ſtudy its evidences and grounds: ſtudy 
your own temper, diſpoſitions, and powers: 
know what you are, and what you are _ 

5 8 8 or 
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for. No one is made for himſelf; let none 
venture to live to himſelf. If we are by 
providence fixed in the loter ſtations; our 
maſters and ſuperiors have a claim to our 
induſtry, faithfulneſs, and honeſty: hereby 
we ſhall not only maintain ourſelves; but 
benefit them, and benefit the public. If 
we move in higher ranks, our ſervants, de- 
pendents and labourers, have a claim to 
our equity, protection, and kindneſs, In 
every ſituation, ſomething is due from us 
to our family, to our friends, and to thoſe, 
with whom we are more nearly connected. 
Something is due to the neighbourhood, 
and civil or political community we are al- 
lied to: ſomething is due from us to the 
world, and to the Chriſtian church. Every 
talent and opportunity for doing good to 
either we enjoy, is a truſt repoſed in us; 
and for which we are accountable before 
the tribunal of the univerſal parent” and 
governor. Do not I beſeech you then? do 
not make it the principal object of your 
wiſhes ; how you may paſs through life 
with the moſt eaſe, elegance, and pleaſure; 
or how you may get moſt money; but how 
you may do the moſt good, how you may 
paſs through life in your reſpective ſtations, 
moſt virtuouſly and uſefully, Study to live 
I | 15 
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to GO, and to live to man: let this be 
your aim; let nothing be regarded above, 
or like to this. This is wiſdom. And let 
every particular precept and maxim of wiſ- 
dom, have its proper place and weight. 
Reverence, obey and love GOD, The 
| are not independent of the ſupreme 

ing; and the youngeſt have lived long 
enough to taſte the goodneſs of the parent 


and friend of all. Devoutly worſhip him 


day by day. Fake not his name in vain. 
Dare not pollute your lips with the profane 
oath.---Behave with dutiful ſubmiſſion, 
with affection and reſpect to your parents 
and ſuperiors.-Be lowly minded; let mo- 
deſty and humility give a luſtre, grace and 
ornament to your whole deportment.---Be 
bold to ſpeak the truth, dare not tell a lie. 
---Attain to a dignity of mind, cultivate a 
reliſh for the manly exerciſes of reflection 
and wHe diſcourſe.---Be ſober, be chaſte. 
Be not among wine-bibbers, or amo 
riotous eaters. of fleſh. Shun, by a 
means, ſhun the path of the ſtrange wo- 
man: for a whore is a deep ditch, and her 
ſteps take hold of hell. Shun every ap- 
proach of ſuch evil: avoid every incen- 
tive that would lead you to violate the 


laws of purity. Abſtain from all fleſhly 
purity 7 FX 
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SERMON I. 13 
Tufts, which war againſt the ſoul.---Guide 
all your affairs with diſcretion, and diſere- 
tion will preſerve you.---And laſtly, be pi- 
tiful; be courteous. Let the dumb ani- 
mals feel your mercies: let all, who know 
you, taſte your benevolence: let your cha- 
be as extenſive, as the Univerſe. Che- 

yr the moſt tender, friendly, humane 
ſentiments for all: rejoice with them, who 
do rejoice ; weep with them, who weep : 
| baniſh, for ever baniſh from your hearts 
all the ſeeds of the malignant paſſions, 
anger, malice, envy and revenge. Be mer- 
ciful, be meek, be of a forgiving diſpoſi- 
tion, Love peace; follow the things 
which make for peace, and as much as poſ- 
ſible, live in peace with all men. In a 
word, above all things put on charity: let 
it have its extenſive, its generous, its warm, 
its delightful influence over all your affec- 
tions and paſſions. Let this be the ſpring 
of your ſocial condutt. Let me perſuade 
you to eſteem and practice theſe leſſons of 
wiſdom. This is the way to the favour of 


GOD, and the eſteem of man: which res. 
minds me that in the 


Second place, I am to open this motive 
to the early purſuit of wiſdom ; and to try 
to weaken | in your boſoms, a deſire to gain 


the 


14 SERMON J. 


the love of man, and the approbation of the 


deity. 


. This purſuit of wiſdom and practice 
of virtue, will ſecure to us the love and gſteem 


of man, Piety and goodneſs have charms 


to ſooth the ſavage breaſt : they ſtrike, they 
delight them, who in their own practice, 
are abandoned to iniquity, and command 


their approbation, They addreſs all the 
feelings of humane nature. Conſcience, 
the moral ſenſe, gratitude, love and thame; 
all theſe affections and principles are on the 


fide of virtue; and plead its cauſe with every 


man. But when piety and goodneſs direct 


the choice and conduct of youth; they ſhine 
with peculiar luſtre, and wear peculiar gra- 
ces. They are agreeable to the natural 
modeſty, tenderneſs, curioſity, and flexibi- 
lity of childhood and youth, They add 


2 dignity, ſedateneſs and wiſdom to an 


age, moſt expoſed to giddineſs, folly, and 
amuſement. They prevent any bad prin- 
ciples and affections from taking root: or 
if any ſhould have gained admifſion, hereby 
they are eaſily checked, and ſoon cut off, 
And they afford ſuch pleaſing delightful 
proſpects, that the young perſons actuated 
by them, will grow up to uſefulneſs and 


honour in lite : early piety and. goodneſs 
are 
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are attended with ſuch advantages; that 
the ſubjects of their power become amiable 
in the eyes of all. Let this then in- 
duce you, my friends, to revere love, and 
practice them. Vour tender minds cana 
not be indifferent to the love of others. 
The heart with youthful vigor warm, pants 
for glory, honour and praiſe. Ambition, 
and a thirſt for ſuperiority, and victory is 
one of the firſt paſſions which diſcovers 
itſelf. How do children contend for the 
triumph with their toys and plays! With 


what joy does the heart beat; what plea- — 2 


ſure ſits in the countenance of the youth, 
who is come of victor in a taſk; or who, b 
a particular action, has ſecured 'the plaudit 
of his parent or tutor. As we advance in 
life, nobler views preſent themſelves ; 
more worthy and excellent methods of ſu- 
periority, fire our e emulation. Let 
us thirſt for the glory ariſing from a pro- 
greſs i in virtue, and continual improvement 


in wiſdom and holineſs. Let me inſpire _ 


you with an ambition for that eſteem, to 
which virtue gives the ſureſt, firmeſt title; 
A title, its enemies cannot diſp ute. And 
what can afford you ſo good a e of 
comfort and ſucceſs in future life, as the ap- 


r and love of your fellow- creatures. 
a You 


At. 


6 _ SERMON I. 
You are entering on a ſtage of action, in 
which you will meet many difficulties to 
be encountered with z many obſtacles to 
be ſurmounted; in which there is 
danger of making a falſe ſtep ; and to go 
through which, with credit, uſefulneſs and 
innocence, you ſtand in need of the advice 
of thoſe who have gone before you. Se- 
cure the favour of men by the practice of. 
religious virtue, you will gain them for 
your friends, You may indulge the ex- 
pectation of their advice, council and af- 
ſiſtance: they will feel a generous plea- 
ſure in doing every kind office for you : 
they will wiſh to ſee you do well in the. 
world, and they will contribute their ut- 
moſt to it. Your intereſt then calls on 
you to purſue religious wiſdom, and. obey 
its dictates: and permit me to recommend 
and urge it from a ſtrong deſire of ſeeing 
vou happy. I pray GOD your hearts 
may be fixed for religion and virtue] But 
there is a nobler motive behind. For | 
2. This is the way to the favour of 
GOD. It is certain, there is a GOD; a 
Being of all holineſs, purity and perfection. 
It is no leſs certain; that He approves ho- 
lineſs, and delights. in the righteous. Muſt 
not excellency, beauty and perfection be 


acceptable 


SERMON I 17 
acceptable to the ſource of all? Can a Be- 
ing, who is infinitely good, be indifferent 
to goodneſs ; wherever he diſcerns it? 
Goodneſs, the moſt amiable, and excellent 
thing in all the world, muſt attract his 
love: and, when it is exhibited with pe- 
culiar luſtre ; when the circumſtances at- 
tending the practice of it, reflect additional 
worth and beauty on it, his eſteem for it 
will grow higher. This recommends to 
the Avine regard, the goodneſs of the 
young. The commands of GOD's word, to 
remember our Creator in the days of our 
% youth, and to flee youthful luſts,” are a 
teſtimony from himſelt of his peculiareſteem 
for pious youth. The encomiums beſtowed 
on them in the ſcriptures, are encouraging 
monuments of the fame truth. What 
ſignal favours, what extraordinary honours 
attended JesUs CHRIST: when his early 
ripened into the exalted. wiſdom, and bene- 
volent actions of his manly years and pub- 
lic life! When Solomon at his ficſt entrance 
on the ſcene of empire and government, 
and warm with youthful vigour, made wiſ - 
dom his choice and prayer: GOD not 
only gave him wiſdom in a ſuperior mea- 
ſure, but ſuper- added the grant of wealth and 
honour to an eminent degree, with the pro- 

| 3 maſs 
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miſe of long life on the condition of his 
obedience. * Thisſhows that in the judgment 
of the great GOD, we can not make a more 
worthy and amiable choice, than that of wiſ- 
dom. You here ſee, with what high eſteem 
and applauſe from GOD, his prayer was at- 
tended ; and how generous and ample are 
the tokens of the divine favour.--els 
not this a moſt animating conſideration to 
engage you to early piety and goodneſs ? 
what conſideration can be more impor» 
tant? The approbation of GOD is the 
| higheſt pitch and utmoſt perfection of all 
glory? The worth of glory and honour 
muſt rife in proportion to the wiſdom 
and dignity of the perſon, . by whom it is 
conferred, Among ourſelves, is not the 
good opinion of the worthieſt and wiſeſt 
moſt coveted ? what glory, and dignity, 
and honour, muſt then reſult from the ap- 
probation of - the Supreme Being ? the 
» All-perfect and unerring Judge? which 
muſt as much exceed their's, as divine per- 
fections exceed human infirmities. Glo- 
rious in itſelf; it is equally beneficial in 
its conſequences. When. GOD. is your 
friend: and heaven ſmiles upon you: in that 
you will enjoy all the ſprings of — 


* Sce 1 Kings, Ch. iii. 
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al the ſources of ſafety and bliſs. This 
will ſecure you the protection of his power, 
the guidance of his wiſdom, and the ſup- 
plies of his neſs, Whatever- is for 
our true benefit in fuch a caſe; we ſhall ob- 
tain: and it is no lefs a conſoling, and 
gladdening thought; whatever would really 
hurt us, though we, through our ignorance 
might be apt to deſire it, ſhall be withheld 
from us. What need we fear, when GOD 
is for us ? How can the proſpect of the 
future ſcenes of life diſmay us, when we 
know that the Almighty is with us ? Can 
we not with chearfulneſs, calmneſs and joy, 
look forward to and anticipate the various 
viciflitudes of this ſtage of action, we are 
entering upon; under the conviction that 
the Supreme Being i is on our fide, and has 
a high regard for us? Oh ! my friends, no- 
thing can afford the comfort; that this 
conſideration will yield us. Put this in 
competition with all the gaieties, follies « 
and pleaſures of youth: they will not only 
vaniſh in the view ; but the thought of giv- 
ing 2 looſe to them, will be rejected with 
abhorrence.---And if we carry our thoughts 
forward to the laſt awful period of things; 
what tongue can deſcribe : what imagina- 
tion .can Conceive the inexpreſfible, the 
1 C2 tranſcendently 
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tranſcendently glorious honours, that will 
crown the head of the pious youth; and 
of the ſaint, whoſe virtuous, holy life has 
begun ' and kept pace with his rational 
life? With what joy and exultation, with 
what extacy and ſatisfaction will the breaſt 
overflow ; when our plaudit ſhall be-pro- 
nounced by the voice of GOD: and when 
the hoſt of heaven ſhall catch the ſound, 
and the encomium ſhall be reſounded 
- through the whole aſſembled world? Can 
the ambition of either men or angels, riſe 
higher than this? Let not our ambition take 
up with any thing ſhort of this. TI truſt 
your ſouls are too noble and generous to reſt 
contented without the applauſe of GOD |! 
Let me propoſe this honour to your choice: 
and refuſe it if you can, with the approba- 
tion of your reaſon. To your reaſon I ap- 
peal. I leave the matter there. | 
To draw to a cloſe. The road to ho- 
nour and happineſs has been pointed out 
to you. You have heard, how important 
it is to purſue religious wiſdom, Do not 
heſitate in the affair. What reaſon is there 
for delay and doubt? Keep your eyes on 
that perfect model of the diſpoſitions, views 
and recompence of wiſdom, JEsUs CHRIS 
our once dying, but now exalted _—_ 
e 
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He came into our world to teach us the 
trueſt wiſdom : his goſpel contains the beſt 
rules of wiſdom : and the beſt motives to 
engage our choice of it. And in his life, 
all the principles of a devout, virtuous and 
uſeful conduct, were exemplified to the 
greateſt perfection and beauty, It was the 
encomium of his earlieſt years; that he 
increaſed in wiſdom and ſtature ; and in 
favour with GOD and man. Follow this 
pattern of wiſdom : and deſerve the ſame 
encomium. What will inſure to you 
greater happineſs? Will youthful luſts, will 
the lawleſs dominion of youthful paſſions ? 
No! far from it ! they will certainly bring 
on you diſeaſe and miſery, ſhame and death 
Will wicked affociates and looſe company, 
(I can not mention them without earneſtly 
exhorting you to ſhun them) will they lead 
ou to higher honour and greater glory ? 
t can not be! Dread, remorſe and ruin will 
be their portion and promotion for ever.--- 
Will you, can you be eaſy, as long as you 
defer to begin a courſe; which will be 
crowned with the eſteem and love of man ; 
and what is infinitely greater with the fa- 
vour of GOD? Believe me, I moſt ear- 
neſtly and fincerely wiſh your happineſs. 
Could I, dare I direct you to any thing 
. elſe 
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elſe beſides piety, goodneſs and wiſdom :; - 
I would willingly do it. But I am certain 
theſe divine endowments are the only me 
thod of riſing to reputation and comfort 
here, and to eternal happineſs hereafter. 
Do not be ſo blind to your own intereſt, as 
to neglect this friendly advice. Immedi- 
ately devote yourſelves to GOD and wiſ- 
dom. Let me be ſo happy, as to ſee this 
endeavour to enliſt you in the beſt purſuit, 
and to fire you with the nobleſt views, ſuc- 
ceſsful, I pray GOD ! he may make you 
ſo wiſe and happy, Amen! 
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And the younger of them ſaid to his father, . 
. * Father, give me the portion of goods that 
falleth to me.” And he divided unto them 
his living. And not many days after, his 
younger ſon gathered all together, and taok 
his journey into à far country, and there 
waſted his ſubſtance in riotous living. And 
when he had ſpent all, there aroſe a mighty 
amine in that land; and he began to be in 
want. And he went and joined himſelf to 
a citizen of that country; and he ſent him 
into his fields to feed ſiuine. And he would 
fain have filled his belly with the huſts the 
ſwine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 
And when he came to himſelf, he ſaid,” 
© How many hired ſervants of my father's: 
e have bread enough and to ſpare; and 1 
© periſh- with hunger? I will ariſe and 
<« go to my father, and will ſay unto him: 
& Father, I have ſinned againſt heaven 
and before thee, and am no more worthy = 
„ 4 (ee he 
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it | e be called thy ſon: make me as one of thy 
1 * 2 n 


—— 


HE dticonguerable meekneſs and 

ſteady compoſure of his mind, are 
moſt amiable and ftriking parts of our SA- 
vIOUR's character: and are exemplified al- 
molt in every occurrence of his life; the 
evangelical Hiftorians record. Though- 
all the labours and ſchemes of his philan- 
throphy met with the worſt returns; malice, 
and ill-will could invent: though he is a 
conſtant witneſs to the inhumanity, cenſori- 
ouſneſs, and ſuperſtition of the Scribes and 
Phariſees ; diſpofitions, which being fo op- 
poſite to his own, would ſtrongly affect one 
of his ſenfibility and goodneſs : though he 
is daily treated with ſcorn, violence and re- 
viling : yet he is ftill the fame; always - 
ſerene, calm and benevolent. 'Fhe para- 
ble of which my text is a part, is one in- 
ſtance among many of the invincible gen- 
tleneſs ' of his temper. The Scribes and. 
| Phariſees expreſſed great reſentment at his 
converſing with Publicans and Sinners; 
though he did it with a generous view to 
their reformation and improvement. To 
convince and ſooth them, he compoſes the 
PARABLE of the PRODIGAL; which was 

** | 
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' excellently adapted by its; whole contex- 
ture, and by a variety of tender ſtrokes to 
vindicate his own conduct, and to affect 
their hearts. By the Prodigal, he repre- 
ſents the miſerable ſtate, and ſincere repen- 
tance of the Publicans and Sinners: the be- 
haviour of the forgiving compaſſionate and 
uind Father, is a picture of the fympathy 
and generous, affectionate benevolence of 
his own Miniſtry: under the image of the 
older ſon, he deſcribes the cenſorious, ſevere 
and unrelenting ſpirit of the Scribes and 
Phariſees. Thus with admirable prudence 
and addreſs, he inſenſibly leads them to-ap- 
prove his conduct. For the ſtory would 
almoſt force them by the propriety of the 
characters, and its ſtriking reſemblance to 

preſent circumſtances, to diſcern its deſign; 
and to make the ſuitable application of it to 
juitify CyRIsT, and to correct their own. 
diſpoſitions and views: while they felt 

their compaſſion moved with the diſtreſſes 
and you of the penitent Prodigal; their 
diſguſt excited by the ill-nature of the elder 
fon ; and their minds pleaſed, and charmed 
with the kindneſs of the good father. 
With this, the original and great deſign of 
the parable, many other leſſons of piety and 
virtue are connected: and ſeveral uſeful pic- 
tures 
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' tures of human life and manners are exhi- 
bited. Amongſt the reſt, there is a lively, 
ſtriking one of the follies and vices of 
youth. It holds forth in an affecting man- 
ner the conſequences of youthful debauche- 
ries; and repreſents the diſtreſs and an- 
guiſh, which will attend our recovery to 
peace and happineſs, after an indulgence to 
folly and vice. A concern for the virtue 
and welfare of youth engages us now to 
conſider this part of the parable. In the 
prodigal, Sirs! behold the young man void 
of underſtanding. Oh! that I could paint 
his conduct in thoſe colours; that I could 
deſcribe it in that language, as would 
pierce and perſuade every youthful heart! 
But would my young friends give the ſub- 
ject their ſerious and deliberate attention; 
it would make ſufficient amends for my de- 
fects ; and by the bleſſing of GOD, would. 
render them wiſe, good and happy. At- 
tend then to the ſubjet! And may GOD 
ſucceed my endeavours and your attention. 
Amen — We will begin 
Firſt. With obſerving and tracing out 
the common cauſe and ſource of youthful folly, 
vice and debaucheries. We may learn it 
from the character and conduct of the pro- 
digal. A certain father had two us 

| | | an 
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and the younger ſaid unto bim, . Father, 
« give me the portion of goods that fal- 
« leth to me.” And he divided unto them 
his living. And not many days after, the 
younger fon gathered all together, and took 


Journey into a far country, and there 


waſted his ſubſtance in riotous living. 
To be independent, maſter of his fortune, 
and free from the controul of parental au- 
thority, was the object of his ambition. 
He thought it a reaſonable requeſt to be put 

in poſſeſſion of that part of the paternal in- 
3 which fell to his lot: but it pro- 
ceeded from the fooliſhneſs of his heart. 
That he had no juſt cauſe for diſguſt and 
reſentment, at the exerciſe of parental 


power, is clear from the condeſcenſion and 


tenderneſs diſplay'd by the good old man, 
through every circumſtance, The father 
appears in the ſame mild, engaging light, 
in his attention to this giddy youth's ſuit ; 

in the encouragement and reception afford- 
ed him when penitent; and in his conduct 
to the elder brother. Did this young man 
intend to increaſe and improve his fortune 
by merchandize and trade : why then does 
he not lay his plan before his parent, and 
ſubmit it to his wiſdom ? Why is he fo ea- 
ger and precipitate? Or if not ſkilful in 


improving, 
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improving, is he difcreet and prudent in ex- 
pending his fortune ? Yes ! his wiſdom in- 
ſtructs him in the arts of riotous living: 
his prudence was diſplay'd in the methods 
of waſting and conſuming his ſubſtance 
amidſt ſcenes of debauchery and vice. He 
was ſet on gaining the poſſeſſion of his for- 
tune: that point obtained, his next buſi- 
neſs was with all ſpeed to fly from his fa- 
ther's notice: and to reſide at a diſtance; 
where no admonitions of aged wiſdom, no 
injunctions of parental authority could 
reach his ear: and where his father's eye 
could not ſhame and check his criminal 
purſuits. Tired with filial ſubmiſſion, 
charmed with the gay and delightful ſcenes 
of pleaſure and joy, his imagination paint- 
ed before him, not ſuſpecting that his 
ſchemes could deceive him, or that his 
wealth could be exhauſted, he wants to 
commence his own maſter; and to be ex- 
empted from every thing, which would in- 
terfere with the deſires of his heart, This 
was the folly and the firſt ſtep towards the 
ruin of this thoughtleſs young man.-- This 
is the folly and the firſt ftep to the ruin of 
many, many a youth, like him abandon- 
ed to the gay, pleaſing and intoxicating 
ideas of a giddy brain, To thoſe, who are 
175 bewitched 
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bewitched with this folly ; who are impati- 
ent to be at their own diſpoſal, and fpurn at 
the inſtructions and commands of a 
I would addreſs myſelf: You ! aſpire Sirs ! 
to be independent and free, maſters of yaur 
fortune and time. You think ex- 
empts you from the controul of authority, 
and the ſevere councils of taſteleſs old age: 
and you judge it proper, that you ſhould be 
allowed to purfue your own inclinations 
without any remonſtrance and reſtraint. 
But why ſo warm, ſo eager in a compli- 
ance with your imaginations and thoughts ? 


Why ſhould you ſhun, and with diſdain re- 


ject the ſolicitations, and advice of a kind 
and good friend ! Say, are you certain that 
the path, you would take, is right and fafe ? 
May not they, who have travelled the road 
of life for a courſe of years; who are ac- 
quainted with the various intricate turn- 
ings, bye-ways, and dangerous paths, be 


more capable judges than you? May not 


they, who have ſeen the deception, miſ- 
takes and ruin of numbers, that began life 
with them; who have learnt judgment 
from experience, long and appfoved experi- 


ence, may not they be better qualified to 


conduct you to the plain, the right and the 
lateſt path? Is not ſome difference due to 


_ years, 
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years, experience and practice? How can 
you form a proper judgment of the proprie- 
ty and reaſonableneſs of your own ſchemes 
and purſuits, young and untried, as you are 
in the ways of the world, without the 
council and advice of others : whoſe riper 
judgments ; whoſe obſervations confirmed 
by many repeated facts; whoſe affecti- 
onate tenderneſs would be eſteemed in the 
opinion of all cool and conſiderate perſons, 
ſufficient pleas for an attention to their re- 
monſtrances and direction? who are moſt 
likely to be deceived, you or your parents 
and friends ?. you, who are young and in- 
experienced : or they, who. are advanced 
in life and knowledge. . You, whoſe views 
are confined, .and whoſe underſtanding is 
only opening : or they, whoſe acquaintance 


with the world is large, and whpſe judg- 
ment, through a courſe of ye has been 
arriving to greater perfection You, who 


are determined by the warnith and vigour 
of your paſſions and imaginations.: or 
they, who view things with the calmneſs 
of age, with the ſedateneſs of experience, 
and the colffneſs of wiſdom. Can you 
therefore be at a loſs t {determine which 1s 
moſt prudent and fafg, a reſpect for, and 
in moſt caſes a ſubmiſſion to parental au- 
thority, 
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thority, goodneſs and wiſdom : or to follow 
the bent of your own inclinations and defires ? 
Again, I may appeal to the inward feel-, 
ings of your hearts to diſcern, which is 
moſt decent and amiable. For one mo- 
ment forget your own ſchemes, and look 
abroad in the world. Here behold, a young 
man modeſt, ſober and diſcreet, ſenſible of 
his youth, ſenſible of. his inexperience, dif- 
fident of his underſtanding, afraid of being 
miſled, ſuſpicious of his own ſchemes ; but 
hearkening to, and weighing the admoni-, 
tions of parental wiſdom and goodneſs.--- 
T here, ſee an obſtinate youth warmed with 
the vigour of his years, fluſhed with the 
imaginary ſcenes of a life, devoted with- 
out reſtraint to the purſuit, of pleaſure ; 
hence he receives the injunctions of mild- 
neſs with a ſullen countenance and inward 
reſentment : he can ſcarce refrain the ſmile 
of contempt, and congratulates himſelf, 
when he finds, he has eſcaped from the 
councils. of the parent and. friend. Conſi- 
der the conduct of theſe youths : I know.” 
which you will praiſe and commend ; which 
you will ſay is moſt amiable and becoming. 
Only be the young man, you commend.--. _ 
Once more, let me lead you again to the 


inmoſt 
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inmoſt receſſes of your own heart: ſearch 
our boſom; look within. Why do you 
diſlike, why do you wiſh to avoid the com- 
mands and-maxims of parental wiſdom and 
goodneſs? Is not this, the reaſon : . ſay, 
have I not diſcovered the true cauſe ? Let 
our conſcience ſpeak : you know, you are 
ſenſible ; that your fchemes, purſuits and 
courſes cannot ſtand before aged wiſdom : 
nor bear the ſcrutiny of a parents eye: you 
know the way of life you are engaged in, 
or would follow, is wrong; abſolutely 
wrong: ſhameful and deſtructive : there- 
fore you chooſe not to be check'd in your 
inclinations, or diſturbed in your purſuits ? 
This aggravates your folly, and will haſten 
your ruin. The Prodigal was thus fooliſh : 
and was thus ruined, Proceed we to ob- 
ſerve 0 | 
. © Secondly---From this ſtory, the nature, 
folly and conſequences of youthful debaucheries 
and a ſinful courſe. While he was engaged 
in the gay purſuit, and knew no care but 
to fill up the hours with delight and joy: 
whilſt the continued ſucceſſion - of new 
ſcenes of riot and debauchery left no time 
to reflect, and leſs inclination to examine 
the ſtate of his affairs, a different ſcene 
overtakes him. Having withdrawn from 
his | 
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his father, and gratified himſelf without 
reſtraint, he ſoon falls into ſhame, diſtreſs 
and poverty. His wealth is ſpent in riotous 
living. A famine in the land aggravates 
his private diſtreſſes. He is reduced to 
pinching, want and flavery. The compa- 
nions of his expences and pleaſures forſake 
him. He hires himſelf to feed ſwine : and 
envies them the huſks they eat.--- This 
diſtrefling ſituation of the Prodigal, is only 
a picture of what are in general, the natu- 
ral conſequences of a heart governed by 
the ſame principles, and of a life ſpent after 
the ſame manner. And this is the next im- 
portant leſſon, the character in the text is 
ſuited to 9 the feelings of every 
young mind. —-Mark, my friends, the mi- 
ſery and woe, which attends the perſon loſt 
to modeſt diffidence, and to filial affection 
and reverence. He makes off the ſubmiſ- 
ſion and duty of a fon. He flies from the 
inſpection of a good and venerable parent : 
for to know, that the kind old man faw _ 
him, would ſhake his wicked purpoſes, and 
fill his inmoſt ſoul with horror and ſhame, 
He becomes the flave of his paſſion, and 
yields to every command of appetite, He 
purſues whatever is gay, expenſive, noily 
and rivtous, Jo fend round the intoxi- 
— D 2 cating 
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cating bowl, to ſtudy the arts of intempe- 
rance and riot, to equal and ſurpaſs others 
in extravagance and, gebauchery, in the 
acts of gallantry and ledneſs ; to riot with 
drunkards, rakes and harlots: to deſtroy 
modeſt innocence, to play high, to make 
life all diſſipation, noiſe and vice, to laugh 
at religion and virtue, to treat futurity as a 
fable. This is the employment and am- 
bition of the Prodigal. Theſe ſcenes are 
acted over, purſued and repeated without 
thought and care; till the health is impair- 
ed, his ſubſtance waſted: and no reſources 
are left for pleaſure, or even for bread. 
Loſt to all inclination, and capacity for 
honeſt labour, he cannot work: forſaken 
by the companions of his debaucheries, no 
poſſibility of redreſs and aſſiſtance is to be 
expected from them : having ungratefully 
forſook his parents and his friends, hg is 
aſhamed to ſeek that ſuccour from them, 
which by the baſeſt conduct he had for- 
feited, He is plunged into adverſity a 
ſtranger to the habits of prudence and ap- 
plication ; a ſtranger to the vigour and 
manly reſolution of an innocent mind: a 
ſtranger to inward peace and ſerenity; ſink- 
ing under the contempt of his former 
friends, and the loſs of the eſteem and re- 

gard 
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gard of the ſober and worthy; ſinking un- 
der the anguiſh and remorſe of his own 
mind, and under the proſpect of that dark, 
dark ſcene, his former life, his preſent con- 
dition, and futurity preſented te his view. 
--- Who can bear the foreſight of adverſity, 
brought on by a very criminal behaviour, 
and heightened by a concurrence of pierc- 
ing and overwhelming incidents ? Yet this 
is the end of the ſons of debauchery, ex- 
travagance and riot, Gracious GOD ! 
into what miſery and woe, do thy creatures 
hurry themſelves, breaking through all the 
ties of reaſon, conſcience, duty and pru- 
dence, And, my dear hearers, will you 
after having been called to behold this af- 
fecting ſcene, after having been admoniſh- 
ed and alarmed, will you take any mea- 
s, productive of ſuth miſery and woe. 
If you are impatient of the inſpection and 
authority of a parents eye; if you ſtifle 
the remonſtrances of reaſon, gratitude and 
intereſt ; if without reflection you are en- 
gaged only in the gay, expenſive ſchemes 
of pleaſure, diverſion and riot: this mjſery, 
this adverſity will in ſome meaſure, in pro- 
portion to your folly, and guilt be your's. 
Oh! How the thought pierces every heart, 

that wiſhes you well ? What a deep groan 
1 1 doe: 
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does it now force from the parental boſom | 
with pity, with concern will every counte- 
' nance behold you! at the diſtant proſpect 
of this woe, I am ſenſibly affected and 
grieved for you. Your parents, your. 
friends, every good man, the indulgent 
Gop of Heaven, pity, and fee] for you. 
O! Sirs! Pauſe, think what ſinful courſes 
tend to! Say, ſeriouſly and ſolemnly to 
ourſelves, if thou, my ſoul, indulgeſt to 
the follies and vices of that Prodigal, his 
fate, diſtreſſing and calamitous as it was, 
will be thy doom. I ſhudder at the view 
O! good Heaven keep me from it! I will 
fly from the appearance of ſuch evil.—— 
But notwithſtanding the ſerious impreſſions 
left on the mind by ſuch a view of the iſ- 
ſue of a wicked courſe ; and the good re- 
ſolutions it may for the preſent inſpire : the 
fond hope of a recovery by ſincere repen- 
tance, and timely reformation may fteal 
into the boſom ; and guided by the warmth 
of your imaginations and ftrength of your 
paſſions will overcome your reſolutions, 
and ſeduce you into the forbidden, dan- 
gerous path. You will only indulge to 
the gaiety and pleaſures youth calls for: 
and you will devote the calmer, | and 
more ſedate years of life to recover your 
virtue, 
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virtue, dignity and peace. To detect the 
fallacy, and ſhow the evil of ſuch deluſive 
expectations will be our buſineſs under the 
Third obſervation- The pungent re- 
morſe, and the bitterneſs of that repentance; 
which alone can. reſcue us from the ef- 
fects of youthful fins. When he had 
pent all, there aroſe a-mighty famine in that 
land; and he began to be in want. And be 
went and joined himſelf to a citixen of that 
country ; and he ſent him into his fields to feed 
fwine. And he would fain have filled: his 
belly with the huſes the: frorne did eat and no. 
man gave unto him. And when he came to 
hrmſelf, he ſaid, ** How many hired fer- 
© wvanis of my father*s have bread enough and 
to ſpare ; — J periſh. with —— aa | 
*© will ariſe and go to my father, and will ſay 
& unto him: Faiher, I have ſinned againſt 
<< heaven and before thee, and am no mare wor- 
<< thy to be. called thy jon : make me as one e of 
thy hired ſervants.” 

I. Obſerve.— The dnn and 
difficulty; with Which this Prodigal is 
brought to ſincere and ingenuous re- 
pentance. When he found his fortune 
diſſipated, and the bitter effects of -— 
overtaking him; does he think of 


55 2 to bis father 8 Err with hum. 
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ing himſelf on paternal mercy. No! He 
was not ſufficiently humbled. He had 
quitted his father's houſe with gaiety and 
parade: and could not bear the thought of 
returning in the condition of a beggar deſ- 
titute of food and raiment. He rather 
cChooſe to ſubmit to the meaneſt employ- 
ment; and to feel the extremity of want and 
ſhame : before he took a meaſure ſo mortify- 
ing to the ſecret pride and haughtineſs of his 
mind. He offered his ſervice to a perſon, 
who ſent him to feed his ſwine : the huſks on 
which they fed appeared to him a delicious 
repaſt, he was reduced to fuch indigence, 
and no man gave him a morſe] of any 
kind. Hunger, flavery and ſhame at laſt 
awaken him out of his dream ; theſe cir- 
cumſtances ſubdue the haughtineſs of his 
ſpirits. When all hope, and remedy was 
cut off, but what aroſe from his father's cle- 
mency ; then, and not before did he re- 
pent.---Hazard not therefore your happi- 
neſs by depending on a future ſeaſon of re- 
morſe and repentance, which in all proba- 
bility only ſome peculiar circumſtances 
will excite. Our Lord by introducin 
into this parable the circumſtance of a fa- 
mine'; which fell out at the time, the Pro- 
digal was reduced to want, and-rendered 
his caſe almoſt helpleſs, leads us to _ 
5 18 
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his repentance more to the effect of this 
famine on his condition, than to the firſt 
awakenings of conſcience, or the common 
conſequences of folly. With ſo great diffi- 
culty is the mind hardened by vicious in- 
dulgence bronght to ſerious thoughts, and 
ſoftened into penitent relentings : by re- 
peated ſcenes of folly, the mind becomes 
averſe to ſober thought : its power over its 
actions and affections is enervated : the 
wretchedneſs and want, that enſue, cheriſh 
pride and reſervedneſs: and ſhame prevents 
an ingenuous acknowledgment. Not to 
ſay, how baſe a thing it is to fin with the 
hope of repenting; it is moſt likely, the 
hope will deceive. But, if by a peculiar ten- 
derneſs of conſcience, or by adverſity and 
woe, joined with the grace of GOD, the 
fumes of intoxication, which had blinded . 
your underſtanding, ſhould be diffipated : -_ 
your pride ſhould be humbled ; and you 
ſhould reflect and acknowledge your ſins 
and follies with all the ſentiments and feel- 
ings of unfeigned repentance ; conſider 

2. How many circumſtances will unite 
to make repentance more keen, and to 
fill the ſoul with bitter ſorrow. The 
nel circumſtances which excited this 
diiſtreſs and anguiſh in his mind, were 
not peculiar to the Prodigal in the text: but 
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are the natural, genuine and common at- 
tendants on youthful debaucheries. To 
lay them before you. You can not ima- 
gine, how keen and piercing will be your 
reflections, when you find your fortune diſ- 
ſipated, and ſquandered away on rakes and 
proſtitutes the peſts of ſociety, and the diſ- 
grace of human nature. How will you 
bear to look bac k on the days of inno- 
cence, when you were happy in the endear- 
ments of a father's houſe: in the eſteem of 
the good, and in the proſpect of many days 
of eaſe, health and joy? you will then re- 
collect the kind and tender intreaties, the 
affectionate and faithful warnings of a pru- 
dent friend, or a parent. The eagerneſs, 
with which you haſtened to forget them; 
and the diſguſt, with which you heard them, 
will riſe to reflection: You will then think, 
how ungratefully you have overwhelmed 
and ſunk down with griefs thoſe, who de- 
ſired to live only to:fee you good;and hap- 
py. Vou will then begin to pity the kind 
and venerable parents; whole. days, you 
have embittered, whole: fe. you have ſhort- 
ened.---Methinks, I hear you cry but in 
the bitterneſs of your ſoul; How baſe, 
how cruel has been my canduct! O1 78 
parents! my father, my mother, . 
them have 1 ſinned ! agdinſt Altherr - cave, 


wiſdom 
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wiſdom and love! Oh! my parents! Once 
more, you will recollect, that you have 
ſinned againſt GOD, the holy, gracious 
and glorious Majeſty. of Heaven, againſt 
the guardian of .your infancy and child- 
hood ; againſt the GOD, whom you was 
early taught to revere. and ſerve : whoſe. 
eyes ſaw you in all the haunts of vice; 
whoſe patience bore with your debaucheries 
and profaneneſs. You will remember, that 
you have offended againſt this GOD, the 
greateſt and beſt of Beings : Theſe bitter 
reflections will croud in upon you ! theſe 
thoughts will ruſh in like a hoſt of enraged 
enemies ] Heaven grant! your ſins may 
never drive you to the neceſſity of finding 
your ſafety in theſe bitter and torturing. 
reflections ] In faithfulneſs and affection to 
you, I muſt warn you; if like the Prodi- 
gal you give the reins to unſuſpicious con- 
ceit, giddy paſſions, and vicious appetites; 
you will like him, fall into diſtreſs, ſhame 
and woe: and unleſs you, like him, feel 
the anguiſh of repentance; you muſt b 
for eyer undone. | 
Mie have endeavoured. to give you a. juſt 
and affecting view. of the folly and miſery 
of youthful. vices, , as both are exemplified 
in the character of the Prodigal. And the 
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ſubject inforces on you theſe dictates of 
lem and happineſs: flee youthful lufts--- 
* minded. | 

ut then, my friends, let us not flop 
here : let our boſoms glow with generous, 
noble deeds. A ſober, frugal and induſ- 
trious temper is a worthy quality in youth. 
But beware; from theſe deſerving attain- 
ments, there ariſes a danger of failing in 


tze more graceful, ornamental and uſeful 


virtues. There is another character in the 
parable before us, beſides that of the Pro- 
digal: which holds forth a picture of the 
deformity, that may ſtain a ſober youth. 
The elder brother, though temperate and 
regular in his manners, and intent on im- 
proving the paternal eſtate, ſeems to have 
been a ſtranger to the principles of true 
goodneſs. His was a ſordid, unfeeling and 
diſagreeable temper, Vice in him aſſumed 
another form. He was not indeed led 
aſtray by the love of gaiety, luxury and 
Tiot : but he was void of the generous, 
humane and delicate feelings. Self engag- 
ed his whole attention and care. Hence 
he was auſtere and rigid, avaricious and 
ſour. For he could think of the diſtreſſes 
and griefs of a brother, of a penitent bro- 


ther without the emotions of benevolence, 
Pity, 
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pity, or natural affection. He could be- 


hold unmoved, he could hear without. re- 
lenting his good old father, with wiſdom 
and meekneſs on his tongue, with conde- 
ſcenſion and kindneſs in his looks. Not- 
withſtanding his high pretenſions and con- 
fident boaſts of virtue, the odious affec- 
tions of pride, envy and ſelfiſhneſs were the 
outlines of his character. My dear hear- 
ers, be not like to this ungenerous youth: 

avoid his inſenſibility, his want of tender- 
neſs. Be ſober: be frugal: but with all 
be tender, humane, and generous. Let 
your hearts overflow in a perpetual ſtream 
of good will: and melt into compaſſion 
and ſympathy. Relieve the diſtreſſed: 


ſooth the afflicted: be the patrons of vir- 


tue: animate the reformation of the peni- 
tent: be the friends of mankind. Be fru- 
gal; that you may be furniſhed with the 
reſources of liberality, Be ſober; that 
your minds my remain untainted, to. feel 
more exquiſitely the pure joys of undiſ- 


ſembled and univerſal love. Live, O! Ye, 


who are formed to diſplay the charms, 
and taſte the delights, and embibe the ſen- 
timents of benevolence :..Ye, who are cal- 
led to follow a good Gop, and a good Sa- 
viour ; live not for yourſelves, but for 
mankind. 
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mankind. There are two characters ; 
though oppoſite, both vicious, both to be 
carefully ſhunned; both odious, that of 
the extravagant - debauchee ; and that of 
the ſober, bur ſelfiſh and unfeeling youth. 
The former moves our pity: the latter 
begets our abhorrence and contempt. One 
is an enemy to himſelf : the other is an 
enemy to the principles of benevolence, 
and to the intereſt of human happineſs, 

On the whole, my young friends, 
Whatfoever things are true; whatſoever 
things' are honeſt ; whatſoever things are of 
good report: whatſoever things are pure; 
think on theſe things: to do this, will ſe- 
cure you from poverty and ſhame. But 
not contented with theſe attainments : aim 
at habits, ſtill more engaging and uſeful ; 
and whatever things are lovely and gene- 
rous: kind and benevolent; think on, 
and ſtudy THESE things : if there is any vir- 
tue; if there is any praiſe, unite the pur- 
ſuit of BOTH, And may a holy and good 
' GOD ſmile on your virtuous atpirations ; 
lead them on to the preſent acts of righte- 
ouſneſs and charity; and crown them with 
| honour in the regions of eternal purity and 
love. Amen. 
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Reminded of the Connefion between ibe 7} 
Conpucrt'of MAN in this Life, and I 
his Condition in a future State. 
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Gar. Ch. vi. 7. 


Be no deceived ; God is not macked * for 
whatſoever a man an ſoweth, that fall he 0. * 


* 


founded in L and 25 n 
taught in the ſyſtem of revennnrmars 
They do indeed (to alludeè e 
gard this life as the ſeed ti 


alſo they reap their harveſts,” But what is 


the ſeed ſown by them ?- Luſt, avarice, 
and ambition. And what are the fruits 
they gather in ?---ſenſual pleaſure, wealth 
and power. Theſe are purſuits and labours, 
"oy different from what they ought 
to indulge, as men and Chriſtians. As 
ſuch it becomes them to ſow right affec- 
tions, holy actions and good habits. In a 
future world is the harveſt to take place. 
E When 
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When immortality will pour in upon them 
its joys and ſorrows This is the ſcene 
of virtuous trial and exerciſe: that of reſt 
and reward. And conſequently on the im- 
provement, or neglect of the preſent ſtate 
depends our lot and portion hereafter. The 
words I have read, hold forth theſe * 

Be not deceived; GOD js net mocked : 
whatſoever a man ſoweth, that fhall he alſo i 
Theſe are ſentiments of the greateſt 
weight. Truths which none but the wicked 
can doubt: none but the abandoned would 
1 by : and the moſt ſubtle cannot demon- 
i Ae Fr bets. May we feel their cer- 
LE | Heeg. They concern us; what 
"1 we fill up: what period ſo- 
. e attained to in life. a” would 
particularly World leave on their * a 
deep conviftion of the tendency of their 
ſr, through life : and of the connec- 
tion between their behaviour in this, with 
their condition in a future world. An 
early and ſtrong perſuaſion of this ſenti- 
ment promiſes to have a very happy effect 
in fixing the good principles already recei- 
— and in forming their future manners. 
Indulge me then with your candid atten- 
tion 
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tion and humble prayers, whilft I attempt 
to prove to you, 

Firſt That there is a certain and inſe- 
parable connection between the conduct 
of men here and their ſtate hereafter. And 
then ſhew you, 

Secondly-— That they who hope to eſ- 
cape miſery or enſure happineſs in oppoſi- 
tion to this eftabliſhed order of the divine 

government, do only deceive themſelves to 
their deſtruction. 

Firſt--I am to prove that there is a cer- 
tain and inſeparable connetti een _ can= 
dudt of men here, and their, 
Be not deceived; GOD: i not N 
 -whatſcever a man foweth, that ſhall he of 

reap. He that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the 
Aaſb reap corruption but he bat . to. — 
Spirit, Mall of the Spirit reap life 33 


i. e. He who is now holy ſhall in a future 
ſtate, be happy: he why now ſinful ſhall 
then be miſerable. Goodneſs and life, vice 
and deſtruction are inſeparable: they natu - 
rally flow from one another: and the ſen- 
tence of GOD's tribunal will eſtabliſh this 
connection for ever. To —__ this truth 
on our minds we will | 
_  1-=--Begin with the proof of it from 
_ © analogy; or from what takes- place in th, 


2 natura 
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natural and material world. With reſpe& 
. to the fruits of the earth, the ſeaſons of the 


the ſame cauſes conftantly low the ſame 
events and effects. Do men gather grapes of 
thorns or figs of thiſtles ? The grain ſown in 
the earth, produces regularly and at the like 
periods fruits of the ſame kind with what was 
ſown. The difterent ſeeds of plants, herbs 
and flowers grow up, bud and flouriſh re- 
gularly in the different . ſeaſons and in 
the reſpetive manner of their ſeveral 
ſpecies. + Summer and winter, ſeed-time 


ceed each other; and without any varia- 
tion or confuſion bring about the events 
ſuitable to their proper times and ſea- 
ſons. The kind influence of ſun and the 
return of fair weather, never fails to be 
beneficial for the growth and maturity 
of vegetables. Storms and hurricanes, 
thunder and lightening, are always. fol- 


ration. Indeed all things conſpire in the 
material world with exquiſite exactneſs to 
produce the moſt proper and regular effects. 
And ſince GOD- has eſtabliſhed ſuch 
an order and diſpoſition in the natu- 

ogg Tal 


year, and the changes of the weather, from 


and harveſt, day and pight conſtantly ſuc- 


lowed with ruin, devaſtation and horror, 
in proportion to their vehemence and du- 
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ral world: is it not probable that he has 
appointed the ſame orderly connection of 
things in the moral world? Does this 
connection in the former caſe ſubſerve the 
purpoſes of growth and uſefulneſs, contri- 
bute to the beauty of the creation, and 
ſhow forth the wiſdom of the Almighty 
Creator and Governor? And would not the 
ſame beauty, wiſdom and uſefulneſs be il- 
luſtrated and diſplayed in the government 
and treatment of rational creatures, by a like 
regular and invariable diſpoſition of cauſes 
and events? Shall harmony, exactneſs, 
and certainty be conſpicuous in the inani- 
mate and leſs noble part of the creation? 
and ſhall the moral and more excellent part 
be left expoſed to diſorder and confuſion 
without any certain connection and cor- 
reſpondence of events? Surely. we cannot 
think ſo : and then it will indubitably fol- 
lows, that whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall 
be alſo reap. This truth may be confirmed 
 2.---By an appeal to every man's conſcience. 
Let me aſk, who can diſpute the real and 
intrinſic difference between actions and af- 
fections? Who can affirm that piety humili- 


ty meeknels, juſtice and temperance are the 


ſame with profaneneſs, pride, wrath, injuſ- 
tice, luxury and drunkenneſs ? Who can 
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deny that the former are lovely, rational, 
and uſeful ? and that the latter are odious 
_ oppoſite to our rational conſtitution, and 
injurious to ſociety, to our bodies and 
our ſouls? And if every one muſt confeſs 
the keal and unchangeable difference be- 


tween 


and evil: let me aſk who can 


deny, who dare diſpute that theſe actions 
and affections will be followed with diffe- 
rent conſequences according to their diffe- 
rent natures ? what is lovely and rational 
can never produce the ſame effects with 
what is odious and irrational. Let every 
one afk himſelf, what he indeed thinks will 
be the conſequences of ſome actions? and 
every one's conſcience will tell him, that 
piety and virtue will certainly infure peace, 

Happineſs and glory; and that ſin and 
' wickedneſs will as certainly be followed 


with uneafineſs, miſery and ſhame. And 


let every one aſk himſelf further, whether 
he can really, only for the ſpace of one day, 
be firmly and ſoberly eſtabliſhed in the be- 
lief of the contrary ? when his lufts, paſ- 
fions and fins incline him to believe, 


that no 


diſtindtion will be made be- 


tween the good and bad; does not the 
oppoſite ſentiment recoil and force itſelf 


through upon his mind? And though he 


may. 
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may choak it with eares, or drown: it with. 
the intoxicating cup for a time, can he en- 
tirely get rid of it? Does it not ſtill ad- 
here to him ? In his cool hours, in calm: 
retirement, under affliction or in the view 
of death, does he not feel its power; muſt 
he not on and confeſs its truth? what is 
the meaning of thoſe throws and throbs o. | 
an accuſing conſcience ? what is the cauſe | 

of thoſe fears and terrors, with. which the- 

wicked is-haunted for actions to which no 

one is a witneſs, and for the thoughts which. 

no eye can diſcern ? Do they not forbode 

ſome future account, ſome conſequences, 

he does not expect will reſult from them 

at preſent, but which. will take place in 

another world ? In a word, let any one 

ſay ; whether fin and iniquity can wholly 

root out the perſuation of this. truth, that 

125 N man ſoweth, that pull he alſo 

If not, every man has in his own 

— om a conſtant wal indiſputable proof of 

the inſeparable connection between the pre- 

ſent conduct and the future. condition. of. 

man. To proceed, 
3—This truth m ay be argued, from the 

; preſent- AE of piety and virtue, 

or of fin and folly, What are the natural 

| _ genuine ah re of juſtice. and, 
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integrity, but reputation and credit ? has 


the effects of ſobriety and chaſtity, but 


health and vigour-of body ? what the fruits 
of meekneſs, benevolence and charity, but 
the eſteem and affection of others? of hu- 
mility, devout reſtgnation and pious grati- 
tude ; but inward ſerenity, ſatisfaction and 
peace? On the contrary, injuſtice and de- 
ceit produce want of reputation and confi- 
dence: impurity and drunkenneſs cheriſh 
_ diſeaſes and pains : avarice and unchari- 
tableneſs entail on us hatred, and provoke 
the curſes of the fatherleſs and widow : 
uneaſineſs, the dominion of turbulent paſ- 
ſions, heart-gnawing grief the enemy of 
all enjoyment are the conſequences of pride, 
anger and diſcontent : divine entertainments 
animated hope and rational; joys now flow 
from religion and goodneſs: the reproaches 
of conſcience, ſhame, diſgrace, and fear are 
now the effects of ſin and vice. If 
theſe things take place in this ſtate of im- 
perfection: if ſuch is the method of GOD's 
judicial government in this world, how con- 
ſtantly and invariably will theſe chings take 
place in a more perfect ſtate? How much 
more clearly will the fruits of vice and 
virtue appear to be happineſs and miſery on 


a day of retribution. If ſuch is the con- 


nection 25 
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nection of actions and events, of the ha- 
bits of goodneſs and ſin with bliſs and in- 
felicity at preſent: from whoſe will does 
this connection ariſe, but from the will of 
the Great Governor of the Univerſe; who has 
fixed this ſucceſſion of things, and has thus 


ſhown. his diſlike to fin and his approba- 


tion of holineſs : who thus appears at pre- 
ſent on the ſide of virtue: and there- 
fore we may expect will hereafter, more glo- 
riouſly, more awfully, and conſpicuouſly 
appear to reward goodneſs, and puniſh .ini- 
quity. Piety and virtue, ſin and wicked- 
neſs are connected with bliſs and woe even 
in this ſtate: but this is not a finiſhed ſtate: 
therefore this ſcheme of government will 
be carried on to greater perfection in ano- 
ther: where conſequently the diſtinction 
between goodneſs and iniquity will be 
more completely eſtabliſhed and more evi- 
dently regarded. So that whatſoever a 


man now ſows ; he ſhall reap then, This 


is clear 
| Wa AY the perfection of GOD. 
He has a perfect knowledge of the various 


actions and different affections of every be- 


ing: ſo that no ignorance can miſlead his 
judgment, and no art can conceal from 
5 5 Ain notice. He 1 is a Being of perfect recti- 


tude 


RT 
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tude, always doing what is right and fit. 
He muſt treat his creatures and ſubj 
therefore according to their different tem- 
pers and characters; being infinitely holy 
in his own nature, he can approve of none 
but the holy and virtuous : theſe only can 
he reward, and others he, will puniſh accor- 
ding to their demerits. To ſuppoſe the con- 
trary, is to entertain the moſt injurious and 
diſhonourable apprehenſions of the Great 
G0 D; it is to deſtroy his moral character 
and to efface from men's minds all true 
notion of him. If we preſume on the 
of our heavenly father, that he will 
be prevailed on to neglect the diſtinction 
between virtue and vice in his final dealings 
with his creatures; we form a falſe and 
deceitful apprehenſion of his mercy : for as 
only things poſſible are the objects of pow- 
er ; and things fit che objects of wiſdom ; 
ſo GOD's mercy can be extended to none 
but thoſe who are the proper objects of it: 
amongſt whom the impenitent cannot be 
reckoned: having not only violated the 
Jaw of GOD, and affronted the divine go - 
4+ E £5 vernment, but perſiſted alſo in ſuch a 
coCourſe to the end. The Almighty muſt 
1 r ceaſe to be righteous and holy: or 
'' _ he 3 3 
3 , . 


- ” 7 
LS — — 9 7 I | hg © 
* , — * 1 * * 

3 P , 


SERMON III. 59 


to the firſt, to aſſert it, is blaſphemy ; ng 
that it ſhould take place, is impoſſible :. the 
ſecond is therefore certain, and it WEB 3 
that he who foweth to the fleſh, Mall of the flaſh 

reap corruption e but 8 | 


rit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. 
| Palos he 3 of 4 divine 


government and tribunal, affords another 
evidence of the ſame truth. The apoſtle 
founds it on the ſame principle. Rom. Ch. 

ii, 6, GOD ſays he will render to every mam 
according to his deeds e for with him there is 

no reſpett of perſons.---The Great GOD 
looketh not on the outward appearance, but 
looketh at the heart. He regardeth not 
the external diſtinctions of wealth or rank, 

or beauty or wiſdom. No profeſſions of 
religion, no oſtentation of piety and virtue 
can affect the proceſs of his bar, Neither 
can any rewards bribe him from the exer- 
ciſe of ftrict juſtice. He taketh no gifts. 
His perfections and greatneſs exalt him 
above any ſuch influences. He is i x. -- <2 
happy in himſelf : wich the cleareſt diſcern- j-3 2 
ment does he penetrate into the nature and | 
value of every claim to his favour : and the 
equity of his tribunal, of its enquiries, } Ty 
Ns and deciſions reſults from the inßeite 2 8 
Wicude which he poſſeſſes. Pc ON : 25 | 


. 
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rich are equally the work of his hands, the 
former cannot eſcape his notice; nor are 
the perſons of the rich, great in his view. 
They whoſe rank and Ration; whoſe wealth 
and power may command the homage of the 
lip and the bending knee, from them who de- 
teſt their aCtions and deſpiſe their characters, 
ſuch muſt not expect or hope for any regard 
on theſe accounts at the bar of Gop. Titles, 
eſtates and honours have no power in the 
court of heaven; unleſs to aggravate the 
crimes and to increaſe the puniſhment 
of thoſe who have poſſeſſed and abuſed 
them to pride and intemperance, injuſtice 
and luxury. Let us attend to this, and it 
will weaken, it will prevent thoſe impreſ-: 
ſions in favour of iniquity and fin ; the ex- 
amples of the great wicked have too power- 
ful a tendency to leave on the mind. In. 
a word as there is no reſpect of perſons 
with GOD, let this truth be ever remem- 
bered; that nothing but real holineſs, the 
* practice of virtue and ſubſtantial goodneſs 
* ts. 1 avail us any thing at his bar. 
"mai Laſtly. This is the doctrine of mary paſſages 
"FAY of holy writ. It is expreſsly contained in 
dhe text: andis not leſs plainly and ſtrong- 
le Erted in numerous other places. To 


* 
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refer you to ſome. Light is Joon for the 
righteous ; and gladneſs for the upright in 
heart. To him that :ſoweth roy 
neſs, ſhall be a ſure reward. -+4 Ale that 
ſoweth iniquity, ſhall reap - vanity, | The har- 
veſt is the end of the world; and the rea- 
pers are the angels. As therefore the tares are 
gathered and burnt in the fire; fo ſhall it be 
in the end of this world. The ſon of man 
ſhall ſend forth his angels, and they ſhall ga- 
ther out of his kingdom all things that offend, 
and them who do iniquity ; and ſhall caſt them 
into a furnace of fire: there ſhall be watlin 

and gnaſhing of teeth. Then ſhall the righte- 
ous ſhine forth as the ſun, in the kingdom of 
the father. * Whatever good thing any man 
doeth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord; 
and he wha doeth wrong, the ſame ſhall he re- 
ceive for the wrong. he hath done. 4 The fon of 
man ſball come in the glory of his father, 
with his holy angels; and then ſball be 
reward every man according to his deeds. | 
To theſe let the well known deſcrip- 
tion of the final judgment in Matthew r | 
XXV, be added. Theſe declarations are 
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ſtrong and cogent proofs of the point in 
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hand : if the account of ſcenes to be here - 


after diſplayed, though at preſent inviſible 
and diſtant: if truths, that are ſupported 
with all the weight of GOD's authority, 
can moye us: and if we are not reſolved 
toneglet GOD, our and eternity: 

theſe declarations will rouſe our ſouls to the 
purſuit of pious virtue, and awfully reſtrain 
us from every fin : and they cannot de 


neglected, but at our infinite 8 
this bri | 


us to obſerve 5 
y— That they, who hope to 
or enſure happineſs in op- 


Seco 


eſeape 
poñtion to this eſtabliſhed order of the di- 


vine goternment, do only deceive them- 


ſelves to their own deſtruction. Be not 


decerved ; GOD is nat mocted e for whatſoever 
<a man ſouth, that ſhall he alſo reap. There 


is nothing of ſo great concern to us, as 


what ſhall become of us, when this ſtate 
is no more; there is nothing, about which 


we ſhould be ſo ſolicitous and careful as 
our future welfare and eternal ſalvation. 
And yet alas! there is nothing, about 


...._ which men employ their thoughts Ao little ; 5 
and in which they are ſo eaſily impoſed 
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Here they ſeem glad to practice the 


arts of ſelf-deceit, and contrive . 


to perſuade themſelves it ſhall go well with 
them hereafter. How eagerly do men 
catch at, and how cloſely do they adhere to; 
how zealoufly do they defend any doctrines 


or principles; which may anfwer this end. 1 


How confidently do they expect every thing 
from the mercy of GOD, or the merits 


of the Redeemer, or a ſound faith, or a 
warm profeſſion, or a partial and fruitleſs 
repentance. ' Being inclined to hope the 
beſt of their ſtate, they are eaſily miſlead -: 

and readily embrace every thing, that may 


miſlead them into a good opinion of them- 


ſelves and their condition, with the leaft 
mortification and labour. Thus they are 

carried off from the purſuit of ſubſtantial 
goodneſs, and are led aſide from the road 
of truth and virtue. Their attention is 
directed to the eaſieſt points, that bear the 
name of religion, to the forms and appen- 
dages of godlineſs. They ſubſtitute fome- 
thing elſe in the place of real and uniform 
obedience: a zeal for the church, a con- 


fant round of ceremonies, the great appear- 


ances of humility and ſelf-denial, an ill- di- 


rected and e e zeal for the honour, 
perſon and righteouſneſs of the Saviour, 


and a great exactneſs in ſuch things, as the 
W of mint, anice and cummin ſerve 
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jn the room of an active and diffuſive bene | 


volence, firit juſtice, meekneſs, candour, 
picky; and the weightier matters of the law. 
ut this is not dealing fairly and ho- 
neſtly with ourſelves: this is cheating our 
ſouls of eternal ſalvation by tricks, and 
cunning, and art. This is to bring our- 
ſelves to believe that we are rich and in- 
creaſed with goods and have need of no- 
thing : when we really are wretched and 
miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked. 
This is flattering ourſelves with the hope of 
immortality, whilſt we are walking in the 
road to deſtruction. And however we ma 
delude ourſelves by firſt wiſhing, and then 
alſo imagining that other things will an- 
ſwer our purpoſe as well as univerſal and 
perſevering righteouſneſs : yet GOD. is not 
mocked. All our arts and evaſions are 
vain with reſpect to him. Our affections, 
our actions, the habits we have contracted 
will determine our character, and fix our 
ſtate, in his judgment: by which we muſt 
ſtand, or fall. Oh! Let us not thus im- 
poſe on ourſelves, as we love ourſelves ! 
let us by all means guard againſt this deceit. 
Let us remember, that the rule in the text 
will aſſuredly take place: if either reaſon or 
revelation | is to be truſted, This principle 


11 
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is as firm as heaven, and as certain as that 
there is a GOD. Let it then ſink deep 
into our minds: it is cſtabliſhed on ſo 
much evidence ; it is ſo founded on truth 
and equity; it qught never, neyer to be 
forgotten by us. 

To leave my young friends, indelible 
traces of it on your minds, has been the 
deſign of this diſcourſe, It is of great mo- 
ment to yourſelves, that you entertain juſt 
ſentiments of your life and the conſequen- 
ces of your preſent behaviour. The ſen- 
timents that have been now laid before you 


are of the utmoſt concern to cvery rational 


creature, The intereſt hen have in them 
cannot be overlooked. For as they are the 
root and ſupport of all religion and virtue; 
ſo a firm perſuaſion of their truth will give 
a ſtability to all your early purpoſes for 
goodneſs; which under the divine aid, 

neither the warmth of youthful paſſions, 
nor the enſnaring maxims of the wicked 
and abandoned, will be able to ſhake. It 
is no wonder when you are witneſſes to the 
wide reign of iniquity under different forms; 
to the groſs immoralities of many; to the 
careleſs indifference with which reliSion 
and futurity are treated by the generali: 

art even n by the more polite, ſenſible and 
wy F refined 
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refined part of mankind ; and to the effron- 
_ tery, with which the ſons of prodigality 
and vice laugh at the reſtraints of piety 
and virtue; it will not be ſurprizing 
amidſt ſuch an aparent diſbelief, if not 
contempt of religious obligations and prin- 
ciples, you ſhould be inclined in ſome gay 
moments to regard a ſober conduct as a need- 
leſs ſcrupuloſity, and the truths of religion 
as the inventions of policy in prieſts and 
ſtateſmen, or the fruits of ſuperſtition imbi- 
bedin your earlieſt years. What has been 
obſerved furniſhes an unanſwerable reply to 
theſe ſuggeſtions : 4 reply read to us by 
the whole courſe of nature with a ſtriking 
voice; engraven with deep and laſting cha- 
racters on the human heart: confirmed by 
our daily experience of the preſent conſe- 
er: of human conduct: receiving the 
ſtrongeſt 8 from the nature of the 
divine perfections and government; and 
which the books of ſacred truth and ever- 
lafting life labour in innumerable declara- 
tions to teach us. From theſe things you learn 
to form an eſtimate of human life affecting 
and momentous to the higheſt degree. 
What the feed-time is to the haryeſt, that 
is the preſent life to eternity. This is the 
ſeaſon for cultivating good affections, 

performing 
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performing g good actions and eſtabliſning 
habits, Hereupon much depends in 
this life, and in the next our all. Improve 
life and you will be happ N neglect it, and 
you will de miſerable. Remember that the 
vigour of youth conſtitutes not only a plea- 
ſing, but an important part of human life. 
The activity of this ſtage is peculiarly fitted 
for the labours of the ſeed-time: and it 
will certainly enter into the account of a 
future reckoning and retribution. Beſides, 
what can be ore proper or ſerviceable, 
than on the cn crance*S a a ſtate, which ex- 
tends itſelf into eternity to make a pauſe, 
and ſurvey the road before us. For the 
thoughts, er and T wa which we 
begin our cou ill ſtrongly influence our 
9 deport : be firſt — the ſucceed- 
ing ſtages off life will fix our condition be- 
yond the grave, Your exiſtence is not a toy | 
or a trifle, which you may throw away or 
abuſe, Let not your proſpects terminate 
in the tomb : the conſequences of life do 
not. Eternity depends upon it : Lay your 
| ſchemes for eternity.--Attend to theſe things.: 
and learn to think highly of your exiſtence 
and your behaviour here. ; Attend to them, 
and act virtuouſly and nobly. Sow the 
Foes of t, and F and truth: 


and 
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and though the important culture ſhould 
be attended with ſome fatigue and pain, 
with the tears of repentance and the ſor- 
rows of a combat: a glorious harveſt of 
honour, triumph and bliſs awaits you. 
View the virtuous diſpoſitions and holy 
habits ripening for this rich and en- 
livening ſeaſon with the eye of devout 
; pleaſure : and with quickneſs, vigour and 
TE zeal, preſs towards it. But if you ſow to 
the fleſh ; if you come under the power of 
| vicious inclinations and perſevere in a courſe 
of fin ; what will you in that caſe have to 
* receive? Not ſurely happineſs, not the ap- 
probation of the Great Lord of the harveſt: 
nor even an exemption from corruption and 
death. For then the world would not be 
judged in righteouſneſs and truth : then 
men would not reap what they have ſowed : 
nor would you receive according to the 
things done with repeated delight in the 
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Luke. Ch. vii. 12. 


New when. he came nigh to the gate of thi 
city, behold, there was a dead man carried 
out, the only fon of his mother, and ſhe was 


a widow : and much people of the city was 
with Her. * 


H E N this affecting occurrence 
happened, our compaſſionate maſ- 
| ter was entering a City called 
Naim : accord ing to the account geogra- 
phers give of the ſituation. of this town, it 
was at ſome conſiderable diſtance from C a- 
PERNAUM ;.where he had reſted the preced · 
ing night. The length of the journey, with 
ſome other circumſtances, 1 on in 
to the city towards the evening. Here he 
meets a funeral, attended with evident ap- 
pearances of peculiar diſtreſs and reſpect: 
which ſerved. to call forth his compaſſion 
and to illuftrate his divine power.“ Behold ! 
there was carrying out the corple of a youth ; 
he was the only ſon of his mother, and ſhe 
« widow.” It was followed by the afflicted 
„ woman 


* This diſcourſe was occaſioned by the death of an 
amiable Youth ; whoſe opening virtues were very pro- 


miſing. 
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woman bathed in tears, and by a great mul- 
titude of ſympathizing friends and acquain- 
tance, So tender a ſcene could not fail 
of touching the heart ef the good Jesvs. 
- He addreſſes the diſtreſſed mother with a 
kind affection, and unſolicited diſplays his 
ſincere compaſſion and faded energy; 
ſtopping the bier, he ſays, with an amiable | 
modeſty and divine authority; young man, 
J ſay unto thee, ariſe: Thoſe few words are 
no {ooner uttered, than the deceaſed youth 
arifes and ſpeaks. Without ſhowing him 
round in oftentation and parade, he imme- 
diately delivers him to his mother, to teſ- 
tify the generous pleaſure he took in her 
returning joy. This miracle was an en- 
gaging Exerciſe of our Lord's character, 
both as to his power and goodneſs. The 
multitude of people, who conducted this 
corpſe to the filent repoſitory of the dead, 
prevents all ſuſpicion that the youth was 
not dead; ſince to manage with ſucceſs a 
fraud in which ſo many muſt have been 
concerned, is abſolutely impoſſible. The 
accidental manner, in which this funeral 
was met by Chri/? forbids any apprehenſion 
of a colluſion between him and the friends 
of the young man. And though doubtleſs 
this, like the other miracles of our Lord, 
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was wrought to manifeſt the works of 
GOD : yet the humble and affectionate 
temper with which it was performed, -leads 
us to admire the modeſty and humanity of 
CnrIsT, no leſs than his power. Here are 
no pomp of ords, no marks of vain glory, 


no defires of amazing the croud ; but all is 
conducted with an unaffected freedom and 


ſimplicity :. his aſtoniſhing authority is 
ſoftened, or, as it were, veiled under the 


robe of humility and the condeſcen ſions of 


the ſympathizing friend. Amiable ſpecimen 
thisof the tenderneſs of our great Mediator : 
who has learnt from being a companion in woe 


to be touched with a ſenſe of our infirmities 


and to ſuccour us under our trials. And 


alas ] how often are our ſpirits tried with 


caſes of diſtreſs in one reſpect or other ſimi- 
lar to that in the text. The death'of youth, 

and of lovely and deſerving. youth, is not 
an uncommon event. The different ſta- 
ges of human life furniſh out their ſeveral 


inſtances of that univerſal mortality, - which | 
reigns. over ſnowy age and blooming. vi- 


gour: This law ſpares no. ranks or diſpos 
1 


tions: it gives not to vice, a ſpace for wo | 
pentance ; nor knows how to indulge: Amine s 


ble virtue : with an undiſtinguiſhing and 
unpitying eye, death ſeizes Abſalom aiming 
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at his father's throne ; and the ſon, the only 
ſonof his forſaken mother, Aloſs of this kirid 
is peculiarly deplorable ; and if in any cafe 
we were able to ſecure others from going 
down to the grave; we ſhould be ready to 
exerciſe our healing power for thoſe, who 
are growing up the delightof their 1 2g | 
tance, the hope of ſociety, and the jo : $4 | 
their parents; ſuch, whoſe dutiful affection 

was the ſupport of 2 widowed mother; 
whoſe opening virtues revive in the lan- 
guor of age the pleaſures and hopes of ear- 


ly life, and lead us to anticipate in our 


warm profpeRs the friends of religious li- 
berty, a bleffing to- the trading communit 
and the good man.---But the q reat Arbl. 


ter of life and death diſpoſes of, them in a 


way very different, to what our partial 
views and blinded affections would dictate. 
And in his unerring wiſdom, he takes away 
by a ſtroke, the rin ing ſupport of pious vir- 
tue, the hope of ſociety, and the patent 5 
worthy darling. We cannot certainly pe- 
netrate into the deſign of theſe meaſures: 
but we ſhall more perfectly know them 
hereafter. At preſent, whoever will con- 
fider this fa& ; which is too evident not 
to be owned, and too diftrefling not to move 
our tender feelin 85 he * even * 5 
ar 
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dark ſcene, be able to trace out ſome 
footſteps of the loving kindneſs and wiſdom 
of GOD. And 

Firſt,— The death of youth is agreeable 
to the method of the divine government in other 
inflances. Flowers, inſects and animals in 
all the variety of their different ſpecies are 
under the care of that univerfal Parent; 
whoſe inimitable hand paints the lilly, and 
whoſe condeſcending providence watches 
the ſparrows fall. We find that with re- 
' ſpect to trees and plants, a vaſt multitude of 
bloſſoms open and ſmile upon us, which 
fade and drop without giving any other 
appearance of beauty ; and frequently the 
loaded branches are relieved of a very con- 
fiderable burden by winds or ſtorms, or by 
the quantity of their productions ; before 
they reach a ſtate of maturity and perfec- 


ver attain to the period of improvement-and 
ſervice; for which their powers and confti- 
tution are adapted, but are cut off whilft 
proceeding towards it: and periſh as ſoon as 
they begin to anſwer the . purpoſe of their 
place in the creation, The ſame awful 


numbers, ere they ripen into manhood, are 
ſent down to the regions; where there is _ 
4 wor 


tion. Amongſt animals, great numbers ne- 


havock prevails among our own kind: 


g 
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work nor device. The apparent waſte in the 
former caſe, and the untimely exits in the 
latter, are both under the direction of the 
ſame infinite wiſdom, and the intention in 
both may lie equally remote from our ſcan- 
ty views.----It is clear that the fact as it 
takes place with reſpect to rational beings, 
falls in with and promotes one end; that pre- 
vails under the divine government, I mean, 
the enjoyment of happineſs in very diffe- 
rent degrees, Every youth removed from 
our world, cauſes a diverſity of ſatisfactions 
in the ee of thoſe with whom he is 
connected, and in the future exiſtence of 
intelligent creatures, His own rank and 
felicity in another ſtate muſt be much affec- 
ted by the untried capacities, with which he 
enters into it ; by the attainments he has al- 
ready reached to in knowledge and virtue, 
and by his exemption from the ſnares, to 
whicha longer life would have expoſed 
him: the preſent happineſs of his friends, 
their religious temper, and their conſequent 
ſhare in the bliſs of immortality will like- 
wiſe be not a little influenced hereby. The 
communication of happineſs in various de- 
grees, as it evidently appears to be the de- 
ſign of the original ſource of life in crea- 
tion and providence, ſq it does not furniſh 


any 
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any juſt ground of diſcontent : unleſs it 
was a rational matter of complaint, that we 
were not placed in the higheſt rank of be- 
ings, and rendered capable of the greateſt 
felicity. Nay, we find the waſte of bloſ- 
ſoms and unripe fruit, is even neceſſary to 
the maturity of the remaining fruit: not 
leſs expedient is it perhaps for the religious 
and moral improvementof the human race, 
that ſome ſhould fall ſhort of the perfection 
of grown men and be nipped in their bloom. 
---[t further deſerves notice, that in the 
preſent ſtate no ſuch diſtinctions between 
men happen : as would be inconſiſtent with 
a ſtate of trial; but this. would be the 
caſe if virtue was to be attended with a re- 
demption from the grave: or. if the vigour 
of early years was to be proof againſt the 
arrows of death. This would encourage 
a difloluteneſs of manners: that would 
make a ſeparation between the wicked .and 
„too glaring and overpowering. This 
would ſet the proſpect of death too far off, 
to affect youth : that would render its ſen- 
tence too diſcriminating, and lay tos great 
a reſtraint upon our conduct. Either, ſo 
far from ſtrengthening would weaken the 
expectation of a future ſtate. On the whole, 
the preſent conſtitution, which involves 


youth 
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youth with advanced years in the ſame lot 
of mortality, appears agreeable to other in- 
ſtances of the divine government. Pro- 
ceed we to obſerve 
Secondly --- That the early death of youth 
is ſuited to teach parents many uſeful leſſons 
in an affeting pore mary b "7 
giddy hearts are too unapt to — and 
too ready to forget the principles of reli 
us virtue: even years do not always 
teach this wiſdom, Or when the paren- 
tal authority is employed to inſtill them 
into the opening minds of our attentive off- 
ſpring, they come from us rather as words 
of courſe, than as.the ſentiments of a deep- 
ly affected mind. Whilft we are inſtructors 
to them, we need their death to admoniſh 
and teach ourſelves. There are many truths. 
nothing will ſo forcibly impreſs, as this 
diſtreſſing event. When the lively circle 
of children and youth is flouriſhing round 
our board, each word and action that beto- 
kens the opening virtues of humanity and 
piety, kindles the expectation, and bright- 
ens the proſpect of the dignity, virtue and 
ucfulnef with which they will appear on 
the ſtage of manhood ; comfort our declin- 
ing age; maintain . our. name in the 
world ; and by which we ſhall, as it were, 
”_ live 
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live and flouriſh again. Let the night of 
death throw its dark veil over any one of 


theſe ornaments of our family and houſe ; 


then we find how tranſient and vain are 
all the hopes earth's moſt pleaſing objects 
inſpire. Every beauty of perſon, every 
charm of growing life, that appeared to 
give firmneſs to our proſpects, ſtrengthens 
the conviction of their vanity. Our plea» 
Gag thoughts are broke off : a coffin and 
a grave are the melancholy trophies of our 
diſappointed ſchemes. And now the vir- 


tues, with which they bloomed, beget other 


and nobler views, We no longer anti- 
cipate the period, at which they would 
have ripened into manhood :- but dwell on 
that time, when inſteadof ſurviving in them, 
we ſhall go,to their exalted and improved 
ſpirits : and ſhall receive to our embraces 


' 2 glorified! ſaint, Theſe new and hea- 


venly hopes being raiſed in the parent's 
breaſt, they now more ſenſibly feel and 


more ſeriouſly think of their own mor- 


_ tality, Their minds in theſe moments, 
being converſant with ſome of the moſt 
affecting ſcenes of mortality, contract a 
temper more ſuitable to their advanced years 
and the grave they are haſtening to. Such 
early exits cannot fail to remind them of 
| their 
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their own approaching evening. Every 
time the image of the dear creature riſes to 
the memory, the impreſſion is renewed; 
and the recollection of the awakening pro- 
vidence is a conſtant monitor and warn- 
ing to them, that their concluding days 
ſhould be more regular and ſpiritual. Such 
convictions of the vanity of the world and 
the progreſs of their days, diſpoſe them 
more to fix their affections on GOD; who 
liveth for ever: and to form expectations 
of happineſs from a being whoſe favour 
and perfections cannot diſappoint. or fail. 
The heart becomes more diſengaged for his 
ſervice and love; and in the bitterneſs of 
their ſpirits they learn the value of a ratio- 
nal confidence towards him ; who can be 
better to them than ten children ; and who 
is diſpoſed to grant a name and an inheri- 
tance better than that of ſons and daugh- 
ters, And- when, Chriſtians, you have 
felt the death of a lovely child exciting theſe _ 
intereſting leſſons, and begetting a firmer 
attachment to the greateſt and beſt of Be- 
ings, when you have experienced thegloomy 
ſcene to be ſo inſtructive: and uſeful, have 
you not ſilenced every murmur, and ac- 
knowledged at once the reaſonableneſs of 
reſignation and of being ſoothed by its 
influence 
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influence? Fnding it gave your ſoul a ſub. 
limer direction to heaven and to an ever- 
laſting portion, you have ſeen the wiſdom, 
that viſited you with diſtreſs; and the good- 
neſs, that mixed up the bitter draught: 
Hence acquieſcence in the Divine Will be- 
came a delight as well as a duty- ; and 
you have been ready to adore with thank- 
fulneſs that heavenly parent, Who remo- 
ved from your ſight the object of your fond 
affection, in order to fill up the vacancy 
with an object who alone deſerves, and who 
alone can anſwer the moſt intenſe regard, 
This ſweet ſubmiſſion will teach parents to 
-behotd with a more moderate, yet with a 
more rational and devout joy their remain- 
ing comforts and ſurviving children. This 
affecting memorial of the vanity of childhood 
and youth, and of the uncertainty of their 
lives, and the ſacted power of that divine 
afſection with which their hearts now aſpire 
to GOD, will render parents net only 
better ſcholars, but alfo more improving in- 
ſtructors in the ſchool of wifdom and vir- 
tue. They ought, and the grace of 
GOD they Th Sectio. 
nate monitors and more perfect models to 
the reſt of their offspring. They will be 
anxious by the earlieſt impreſſons of. rehi- 
0 | G gion 
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gion and goodneſs to prepare them for an 
1mmature death. And -they are warned 
not to be ſo ſolicitous to treaſure up wealth 


for them, whoſe only portion perhaps may 
be a little coffin and ſhroud. Now. if theſe 


affections :and reſolutions be formed, if 


their cares and views are thus taught to 
flow in a purer channel; we ſee why «the 
Sovereign of life calls parents to the tender 
conteſt of leaving their blooming delights in 


the grave. But this diſpenſation has alſo 


a moral aſpect of more extenſive influence ; ; 
for 


Thiniiy The death of youth has an 


apparent tendency to leave the beſt convic- 
tions on the minds of all. Who can (ac- 


cording to the hiſtory in the text,) make 


one in the funeral of the only ſon of a 
widow, without being conſcious to the 
tender overflow of pity and compaſſion ? 
by ſuch affecting ſemen are the emotions of 


benevolent ſympathy excited and improv- 
ed : .we are prompted to pour the healing 
balm of. conſolation into the wounded 
heart, and with a gentle hand to wipe off 


the tears from the declining head of age; 


when perhaps no ſon, or child ſurvives to 


perform the kind office. Hereby ſcope is 
given for the duties of humanity ; our ac- 
quaintance 
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quaintance is increaſed with the principles of 
conſolation and the proſpects, immortality 
unfolds. The fortitude and. reſignation, with 
which we ſee, the pious parent meets and 
ſupports ſo heavy an affliction, ſenſibly 
touches us with the excellency of his faith, 
and the-happineſs of his holy attainments. 
An example ſo tried ſhows the dignity of 
religion, and the ſuperior value of heaven- 
ly connections and heavenly. hopes.---You 
follow, Sirs ! to the tomb what was once 
beauteous, ſprightly and gay. The fair 
and engaging form is now a ſpectacle too 
diſguſting to be, expoſed to view: the 
youth, whoſe outward graces and mental 
charms, a few day ſince pleaſed every eye, 
and enlivened every heart, is now the com- 
panion of worms. Where ſhall we, learn 
the vanity and uncertainty of life, if not 
taught it by the grave of the young. The 
hoary head, the weight of years Jays in the 
duſt, may remind us of the ſhortneſs of 
life, when it attains its longeſt date: but 
he only, who dieth in the morning of his 
days, teaches-us, that whilſt “, all fleſh is 
gratis; all the glory and lovelineſs, of it is 
like the flower of the field.”----You ſee 
the tender plants rooted up, and the glow- 
ing colours fade away on the withering 

05 2 buds ; 
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buds; are ꝓou not inſtructed in the E 
tance of turning to objects, that will en- 
courage. a firmer expectation and more laſt- 
ing hopes. Nou are ready to own, that 
all the proſpects raiſed by the vigour of 
youth, the ſtrength of an unimpaired con- 
ſtitution, and the carlieft habits of goodneſs, 
are. only viſions and dreams. You find by 
theſe inſtances of mortality ; that the con- 
tinuance of the human race, the intereſts 
of communities, and the preſervations of 
the .church, depend not on the will 
and life of man; but on the agen- 
ey, preſence and will of GOD: who is 
pleaſed to remove the moſt flouriſhing hopes 
of families, of towns, and of the 5 
kingdom; that we may learn not to truſt 
in ſons and daughtere, and the moſt pro- 
miſing children of men: for their breath 
3 goeth forth, they return.to the earth, and that 
| very day their thoughts, and all the pleaſing 
ſchemes connected with their life, periſh in 

| the regions of forgetfulneſs and inactivity. 
Hence we catch the triumphant accents of 
the apoſtle with reſpect to every intereſt, we 

account dear and valuable, and particularly 

the preſervation and advancement of the 
 Redeemer's kingdom: I know, whom I have 

believed., and I am perſuaded, he is able to 

keep 


* 
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keep what I have committed ts him againſt that 
day.s--Laſtly.---When you ate called to 
wear the habits of mourning for thoſe; who 


had not advattced nigh fo far in life; for- 


thoſe, who had juſt begun to live for any 
valuable purpoſe, when they were ſummon- 
ed to die, will you preſufne 6n vigour and 
bloom: preſume to forget your own death; 


or to boaſt on length of years ? rather, it 


is ſo juſt, ſo natural, fo momentous a pur- 
poſe z you ſhould tefolve to repair the Joſs 
fuſtained in their departure; by the vigo- 
rous employment of your tiper powers; 
and by all the genetous and noble fervices 
of a pious matihood; Let not this lofs We 
aggtavated by our cfitninal neglect of life; 
abuſe not the continued gift of Heaven. 
Let us be, according to our ſphere, what 


the riſing ſapports of virtue, happineſs and 
the church, promiſed to have beeh, Be it 


to our honour and the felicity of othets ; 
that our days were nit em off in the mid. 


Knowing net how foon the graves may be 
ready for us alfo ; let this redouble our di- 
ligence and zeal. Such ſentiments; ſo fui- 
table to the diſpetifation; we are confider-- 
ing, efpecially become them: who are moſt: 
prone to forget them..----"This leads me to 


obſerve. | 
| G 3 Fourthly 
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Fourthly— That the rem Wage 
Ezxcbee by an untimely death e- 
ful manner, the importance f "_— Piety. 
Remember, ſay Solomon, thy Creator in 
the. days of thy youth: whil/t the evil days. 
will not come. I would now take occaſion 

to ſay, remember thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth; for. theſe days; may to ma- 
ny of you never come, to afford you the 
leaſt opportunity for repentance. I ſay not 
this on the authority of my own judg- 
ment: the thickſet and returning monu- 
ments of Vouth's mortality ſay this :. 
your own mind-and fears preach this leſſon. 
Need you attend to the obſervations ſug- 
geſted. by the nature of the caſe : © That 
in your. ſtage of life, chances multiply 
upon you: the ſeeds of. diſorders are ſown 
by neglect; not to mention intemper- 
ance : infectious diſtempers are more eaſi- 
ly contracted; when contracted, rage 
with greater violence; and the ſucceſs in 
many caſes is more doubtful ; inſomuch 
that they who have exerciſed themſelves 
in computations. of this kind, tell us that 
one half of the ſpecies, wha are born 
into the world, go out of it again; and 
are all dead in ſo ſhort a ſpace, as the firſt 
ſeventeen 
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© ſeventeen years.” * Some aweful inſtan- 
ces of The truth of theſe remarks hays late- 
ly fell under our notice. : You can not over- 
hook thoſe badges of mourning, in which 
many of us arearrayed. Vou have not ſo 
ſoon forgot your own reflections on the me- 
lancholy occaſion. You have thought with 
yourſelves, you might very likely receive the 
next viſit from the King of Terrors, and 
next fall victims to his ſentence, young and 
healthy as you find you are. Theſe 
things being freſh in your memories, do not 
think it harſh in me, to read you a lecture 
of death. and eternity. It would be ſtrange 
and unkind in my apprehenſion, did I not 
join in with your reaſonings to countenance 
and ſtrengthen them. They are -reaſon- 
ings ſo proper and uſeful; I would with 

ou to retain a conviction of them ! May 
the Great Father of our ſpirits engrave them 
on your hearts, as with the point of a dia- 
mond! They teach you the reaſonableneſs, 
the excellency, nay, the neceſſity of reli- 
gion in perſons of your age. They urge an 
immediate attention, and ah immediate re- 
gard to the concerns of Eternity, When 
you think on the dead ; Eternity no longer - 
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appears remote and diſtant. On this ac- 
count various are the inducements, which: 
preſs you to mind the one thing needful. 
Your early piety may be of infinite, it is 
certainly of vaſt conſequence. If your ex- 

iſtence is lengthened out through. future 
| years; each year will be a glorious: addi- 
tion to the ſervices, blifs and honour of a 
worthy and uſeful life. It your ftrength, 
is weakened in the way : how gladdening 1s 
it to think, that you will enter into the fu- 
ture regions and appear at the bar of Gon, 
with all the peculiar graces of the earlieſt 
wiſdom and goodneſs ; that each friend of 
virtue, with your afflicted parents, will drop 
the tear of affection over your grave: and 
that the meme-y of your growing virtues, 
will live in their minds to ſooth their an- 
guifh, and to heal their wounded ipirits. 
Your exit, you are ſenſible, will pierce them 
through with bitter ſorrows. You would. 
not certainly run the danger of heightening 
their agonies by a vicious courſe. Duty 
and honour require a different conduct of 
you; they require you to be pious and good 
betimes in this, to lay the foundation of a 
valuable life, or a comfortable death: adeath 
comfortable to all that love you, and preg- 


nant with everlaſting joy to yourſelves. As 
; long 
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long as the names of your companions and 
acquaintance, that have left us; (ah! too 
too ſoon for our wiſhes, but not too ſoon. 
for their glory, ) as long as their names con- 
tinue dear to you, you will not want a Mo- 
nitor to religious virtue. Follow their 
ſteps; ſurpaſs them in their excellencies: 
in no very diftant period you ſhall. renew 
friendihip with-their good fpirits, without 
being ever again called to the painful office 
of attending them to their graves : an office 
not known in that world, where the vigour 
of youth for ever blooms. The mention 
of their felicity reminds me to obſerve in 
the Fe D 
Fifth place That this diſpenſation, 
which. removes promiſing and virtuous 
youth by death, is certainly and unſpeakably 
to their advantage. When parents ſee the 
enlivening object of their deareſt regard 
fink into the grave; they may be ready to 
with, - that the ſame powerful friend had 
lived in their days, and by his almighty 
compatſhon had appeared for them; as for 
the diſtreſſed widow,, when he ſpoke her 
only ſon to a new intercourſe in the ſervi- 
ces and joys of a recovered life and vigour. 
He is indeed prefent with his univerſal 
energy and authority governing all things 


in 
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in heaven and earth. They, whom he re-- 
ſtored from the dead during the period of 
his viſible miniſtry on earth, were ſpeci-- 
mens of that kindneſs and power; with 
which he would, when withdrawn from our: 
notice, uſe the keys of death and the un- 
ſeen world. Delightful aſſurance !*- that 
great Minifter in GOD's kingdom, that 
compaſſionate SAVIOUR, Who "turned the 
ſorrows of a weeping widow into a torrent 
of joy, is near to watch the laſt groan. of- 
departing worth, and to take our dear chil- 
dren under his own more immediate patro- 
nage and care. It is true! the agreeable 
proſpects of their growing up the orna- 
ments and ſupports of religion and bleſſings 
to the world are vaniſhed. But then a proſ- 
pect with reſpect to them more certain and 
not leſs gladdening ſueceeds. If you de- 
ſired to ſecure their piety and fix their hap- 
pineſs, it is done. They have reached that 
ſtate; where no ſnares can ſeduce, no miſ- 
takes injure, and no griefs aflail them. 
Not to ſay, you can not now. meet the bit- 


ter diſappointment of ſeeing them; fall vic- 


tims to human folly, vice and miſery: they 
have eſcaped the dangers, to which your 
partial fondneſs and blinded views expoſ- 
ed them. And they are under the _— 
0 


SERMON IV. os 


of an heavenly Father, and the conduct of 
an heavenly guide ; who by the nobleſt cul- 
ture will ripen their faculties and virtues ; 
who will enrich them with the moſt valu- 
ble poſſeſſions; and who will call them forth 
to ſublimer and more ſucceſsful ſervices. 
The diſpenſation which as to us, ſuddenly 
blaſts the bloom of youth, only removes the 
delicate plant to an happier ſoil and calmer 
climes. The tender fears, with which its 
growth would have been watched, are ex- 
changed for the certain proſpects of its flou- 
riſhing in the paradiſe of GOD. The 
beſt wiſhes, you could form for them are 
really accompliſhed, without any further 
intervening temptations and hazards. Ant 
how painful ſoever in one light may be their 
ſudden death: as the pledge of their ſud- 
den. glory and felicity, it: ſhould. be re- 
garded with a joyful ſympathy. In. the 
moment. they laid aſide all title to the 
inheritance you intended them; they were 
raiſed to the enjoyment of a more glorious 
inheritance. Such an happy aſpect. has 
the removal of amiable and deſerving youth 
on their own ſtate and felicity. Fhis join- 
ed with the former conſiderations of 1ts 
good tendency to inſtruct and improve the 
world. parents and youth by impreſſing 
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in an affecting manner a variety of impor- 


tant leſſons, is ſufficient to convince us; 


that GOD is both wiſe and good : when he 
numbers our promiſing youth with the 


dead. 


We can allow only a few words to the 


concluſion of this diſcourſe. The ſubject 


has undoubtedly raifed many a diftrefting 
and ſerious thought in all of us. It is the 
intent of the diſpenſation, we are confider- 
ing to excite ſuch, and it will be our wif- 
dom to indulge them. It is a very affecting 
and uſeful event; when the growing expec- 
tions of a family, of ſociety and the church. 
are buried in the duſt; not to learn the 
leſſons ſuch a providence reads, is to aggra- 
vate the affliction, and to add to it the hea- 


vier evil of an unteacheable mind. Pa- 


rents bleeding with theſe wounds, ſhould 
moſt readily apply the balm of wiſdom to 
footh and heal their hearts ; that whatever 
they have loſt in an hopeful child, may be 
repayed in the fentiments of feſignation, 
piety and morality; by which it forms 
their tempers and lives.---- Youth. ſhould 
learn from following the amiable compa- 
nions and objects of their friendſhip to the 


tomb, to conſider their own latter end- 
Let us all learn the vanity of the world, 


the 
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the uncertainty of life, and the principles of 
divine confidence and truſt, ------ Thus im- 


proved the death of lovely and promiſing 


youth will become very uſeful, The great 
Governor of the world having ſeen fit to 
cut off immaturely, the growing inftruments 
of ſervice, does even by this ſtep render 
them truly ſerviceable, He calls them not 


by a feries of future words and deeds, as we 


would fondly imagine, but by their dying 


breath to be the folemn monitors of wiſ- 
dom, and the ſucceſsful preachers of vir- 


tuo. They depart, to beget the ſpiri- 
tual life of ſome and to improve that 
of many. Being dead; they ſpeak the moſt 
intereſting truths, and promote our trueſt 
welfare by the lectures their graves read. Oh! 
may it be our care to regard the defign of 
their removal! may the deſolation of your 
houſes, my dear friends, be always fo in- 
ſtructive! then joy will mingle with all 
your ſorrows, and even from your dying 
bloſſoms fair and nouriſhing fruit will 
ſpring up.-----May the children, who ſur- 
vive after ſuch melancholy breaches, be 
thoſe friends of GON, thoſe patrons of 
religious virtue, and thoſe bleſſings to the 
world, which you imagined the deceaf- 


ed was growing up {------Be it your 


concern 
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concern and ambition, my young friends, 
that the loſs, we bewail ſhould not be im- 
bittered by your folly and vice. Our af- 
fection to you prompts us to pray; that you 
may be numbered with your companions, 
and mingle your duſt with their precious 
remains J rather than you ſhould live to be- 
come thegotaries of fin, and to diſappoint 
our virtuous hopes.---And may parents, 
through the tears, with which they mourn 
for their offspring read the will of GOD, 
that directs the fatal arrow; of that GOD 
Who gave his own fon for us, and takes 
away our ſons and daughters to draw us to 
the enjoyment of himſelf, as the everlaſting 
Portion of our ſouls. Each virtuous and 
amiable child removed hence, has added 
one further charm and joy even to paradiſe 


. 85 itſelf.- - And affords to us all, a very uſe- 


ful ſpectacle to warn us; — How to live 
and how to die, May GOD make us all 
good ſcholars. Amen. 
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0 e ki #hat the Lord i is goad > bee. 15 
 . the man that eb i in him, * 


HE Scriptures afford us the dnt 
and ſublimeſt views of che divine per- 
e but the perfection, duvelt on with 
a peculiar emphaſis, which they again and 
again return to with.-high delight, and-cele- 
brate in the nobleſt ſtrains, is;the geognefs of 
Gop. The deity. himſelf has not only diſ- 

played this attribute in a variety of the 
kindeſt effects; but has, as it were, ſhowed 
himſelf anxious to give the fulleſt and 
moſt encouraging proofs of his great bene- 
valence : that not any doubt er ſuſpicion 
of it, might harbour in the human mind: 

j that the ſoul might be el allured to the 
love of Gop : that ＋ obedience might be 

| ; un | 


his Diſcourſe was prexched at the funeral of 2 
pious, worthy young man; who died of a * con 
ſumption at the age of 2; 
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our choice and pleaſure: and that the ſtrong 
and numerous evidences of his goodneſs 

might ſerve as a generous antidote to relieve 
che gloom and ſorrow, with which the evils 
of life might i in any ſeaſon affect us, and as 
a ſoothing balm to heal the ſpirit wounded 
with affliction and grief. The perſuaſion 
that this perfection dwells in the Almighty, 
and reigns through all the deſigns of his go- 
vernment, is the ſpring of true religion and 
chearful homage: and the foundation and 
incentive of calm repoſe and ſteady conh- 
dence amidſt all changes and events, under 
eve thing we feel and every thing we fear, 

+ How excellent (ſays the Pſalmiſt) is thy 
« loving-kindneſs : therefore the children 
< of men put their truſt under the ſhadow 
& of thy wings.” And in the text, O 
raſte and ſee that the Lord is good: bleſſed is 
the man that trufteth in him. In the words 
are two points, 

Firſt --- That the Goodneſs of GOD 
renders the condition: of that — who 
truſts i in him, -happy. | | 

Secondly-- The Plalmiſt's invitation to 
taſte and ſee the divine goodneſs. On theſe 
two points I would inſiſt, and then apply 
the words to the preſent affecting occa- 


ſion. 
N Firſt 
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F irft--I would ſhow, that the goodneſs - 
of GOD. renders the condition of - that 
man who truſts in him, happy. The pious 
Pſaliniſt having recorded the gracious in- 
terpoſition of the divine providence for his 
own ſupport and relief, under ſome diſtreſ- 
ſing and threatning occurrence, takes oc- 
caſion from his own experience of the mer- 
cy of GOD, to invite others in thoſe ex- 
erciſes of devout hope and confidence, 
which in his particular caſe had been fo 
richly and ſuitably repayed. This invita- 
tion to taſte the goodneſs of GO, is fol- 
lowed and ſupported by a general reflection 
on the happineſs of thoſe who truſt in him. 
The manner in which this reflection is in- 
troduced, clearly points out the goodneſs of 
the deity, as the ground and ſecurity, the 
ſpring and cauſe of the felicity of the man 


who confides in him. O taſte and ſee that 


the Lord is good : bleſſed is the man that truſt- 
eth in him. The idea of an Almighty, ſu- 
preme and eternal Sovereign and Lord aſto- 
niſhes and debaſes, if it does not affright the 
ſoul: it is the exerciſe of this amazing 

power and ſupreme authority in the protec- 
tion and welfare of the creatures and ſub- 
jects of the Great Lokp of All, that pleaſes 
and delights the heart, that encourages and 
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5 attracts our hope towards him, Happy the 


arms: . : 
man, whom theſe ae ſentiments of the 


deity teach to truſt in him, by a calm and 
Full ſubmiſſion to the providence of the Al 
mighty, and a ſteady chearful application 


to his patronage and care. For the good. 


neſs of GO effectually ſecures to him 
 Firſt---Compayſion, and a favourable an- 
- fwer to his prayers. This thought ſeems to 
have beed particularly in the Pſalmiſt's 
view; for in verſes 4, 15, 17. He expreſsly 


introduces it. I ſought the Lord, and he 
Heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. 


The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous ; they 
cry, and the Lord heareth them. This thought 
with a delightful emphaſis occurs in other 


paſſages: there are two, which lie ſo ob- 


wioully to our notice, and which are ſo 


pregnant with comfort and peace, you will 


with pleaſure permit the recollection. The 


firſt you find in 1 Pet. ch. v. 7. caſting all 
vour care upon him; for he careth for you. 
Ihe other we meet with, Phil. ch. iv. 6,7. 
Be careful: for nothing: but in every thing by 
Prayer and ſupplicatian; with thankſgiving 
let your requeſt be made known unto GOD : 
and the peace of GOD, which paſſeth all un- 


derflanding, ſhall keep your kearts and mind in 
CHRIST JESUs. But no paſlage gives us 
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a. more dien or more affecling view. of 
this thought; than-the ſnart, but convin- 
eing and endeawsring account of the com- 
paſſions of Gods. in "Pſalm. eiii. 13. Like 
as'a Father pitieth his children ; ſe the Lord 
pitieth them that fear bim. Parents, whoſe 
eyes have ſwelled with tears of tender. 
neſs, and whoſe hearts have yearned with 
compaſſion over their ſick and languiſhinꝑ 
babes; have in their boſomsſa pledge and 
ſpecimen. of the tender mereies of our hea- 
venly parent: who with like pity liſtens to 


every prayer, and feels every groan of his 


rational offspring. That theAlmigh- 
ty does behold and regard him with pity; 
the devout man has no more doubt of, than 
he has of his wants and ſoftows. He 
knows that Gon is the author of all thoſe 
tender mexcies, of which the human heart 

is ſuſceptible; becauſe the human. foul 
owes. its exiſtence and all its capacities) to 
feel and ſympathize to his power and plea - 
ſure. He knows, that Gob condeſeends to 
provide food for the fowls of the air, and 
to preſide over the fall of a ſparrow. He 


knows that Go ſaw a world ſunk into 


guilt and ſin, with ſuch warm compaſſion; 
that he ſent. that moſt glorious and-excel- 
F Jesvs CHRISr ta labour, ſuffer 
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and die for its recovery. He finds that his 
ſoul under every ſenſe of weakneſs, under 
every grief and fear, naturally, of its own 
accord, ſends up its thoughts and wiſhes 
above: a ſtrong preſumption, that Gop, 
who gave it this tendency to Heaven for 
help, who teaches it thus to breathe after 
divine ſuccour and protection, will be- 
friend and viſit him with his tender mercies. 
The devout man further knows, that the 
Loxp of this and the other world will 


grant an exiſtence in a future and better 


ſtate: where there will be no ſorrow, nor 
pain; no difficulties to embarraſs, no fears 
to alarm. From all theſe principles he 
draws this chearing concluſion; that his 
caſe whatever it is, is known, is 'commiſe- 
rated by Gopb : a concluſion that makes 
him happy in his own breaſt ; for it ſoftens 
every ſorrow, and lightens every load. 


Who has not felt it to be a great happi- 


neſs; if under ſome oppreſſive calamity, 
any good man or gentle friend condeſcend- 


ed to hear the painful tale of woe and ſor- 


row, appeared to be touched with it, in- 
terrupted it with his own tears of ſympa- 


thy, and aſſiſted him to go thro' the pier- 


eing detail with words of conſolation, 


and offers of help. Now if human 
1 compaſſions, 
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compaſſions, (partial, ſelfiſh and weak as 


friendly or parental heart, communicate 
relief, nay, mingle pleaſures with our grief, 
and brighten with a ſoft joy the counte- 
nance bedewed with ſorrow : how happy is 
the man, whofe devout confidence moves 
the compaſſions of GOD; compaſſions, 
which flowing from infinite, original bene- 
volence are full, rich and laſting: they are 
divine; the compaſſions of an ever preſent 
and ever gracious parent and friend. 


Secondly-- The Goodneſs of GOD. 


will ſecure all neceſſary aſſiſlance and ſup- 
port to the man, who truſts in him: a cir- 
cumſtance that renders his condition truly 
happy. 'The Lord is nigh unte them that 
are of an upright heart; and ſaveth ſuch as 


be of a contrite ſpirit. He keepeth all their 


bones, that not one of them is broken, ver. 18, 


20. The compaſſions of GOD are not 


vain and ineffectual, as thoſe of man too 
often prove. In our heavenly parent and 


friend, unite every attribute for the pro- 


per diſplay of his tender mercies: Al- 
mighty power, univerſal preſence, all- 
animating. energy, with his unering wiſ- 
dom, render him equal to the relief and 
ſupport of all his creatures; various as are 
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their caſes, numerous as their wants, and 
aggravated as their diſtreſſes. There is not 
a creature, there is not a place, but what 
feels his ſupporting preſence; ſeeing he 
5 * to all, life, breath, and all things. 

The natural ſtrength of human ſpirits, 
the kindneſs and ſuccour of friends, and 
the proviſion which the accommodations of 
life, and our ſhare of earthly. bleflings. 
yield to our aſſiſtance and ſupport, may do 
ſomething ; may contribute much to ſooth- 
our ſorrows and lighten our burdens, to 
chear and fortify the mind under gloomy 
ſcenes and threatning proſpects.— But 
there are caſes and degrees of ſuffer- 
ing, theſe emollients cannot reach, or alle- 
viate. To, inſtance in one, -A diſtemper 
ſeizes the vital parts; the ſkill of the Phyſi- 
ceian, and the power of medicine fail; no ſoft 

attendance of friendſhip; no tears of love 
can ſooth the raging fever: days of languiſh- 
ing are ſucceeded by weariſome nights: 
every breath forces a groan : and profuſe 
- Tweats haſten the decay of the emaciated 
frame. Here human affection feels its 

_ weakneſs, and is diſtreſſed by its inability 
to communicate relief and ſupport: but 
here religious confidence diſplays its tri- 
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umphs, and reigns with the happieſt influ 
ence. Animated by its expectations from 
GOD, animated by the proſpects he unfold, 
andthe conſolations he imparts by the gofpel, 


the Saul is vigorous and healthy, notwith- 


ane the pains and decays of the frail 
; and frequently when faith and hope 


roſe kinks the moſt diſtreſſing nights have 


been the beginning of Heaven to the mind. 
— Or in other inſtances; the care of our 
divine patron, to thoſe who take refuge in 
kis government and protection, is exerciſed 
in different methods; an unexpected turn 
is given to our affairs: unthougtit of ſteps 
or meaſures of conduct are ſuggeſted; 
friends whoſe names a little before were 


unknown are raiſed up: new ſources _. 
light, ſtrengths. and comfort are opened! 
So wiſely, ſo graciouſty does our heaven: 

Father attemper our temptations: and our᷑ 
vigour; and ſuit his communications to. 


our wants. The ſalvation of the righteous 


is of the Lok: He is their ſtrength in 
a time of trouble, -------- Numbers can 


bear their chearful teſtimony to this truth. 


Hear the language of the Pſalmiſt, and 


from the compoſure and ſteadinels- of 
his mind learn the happineſs: of thoſe; 
who truſt in the Loxp. The Lord is the 


ſtrength 
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Arength of my life, of whom ſhall ] be afraid. 
| Theugh an hoſt encamp againſt me, my heart 
ſhall not fear: though war ſhould riſe up 
againſt me in this will ] be confident. I will. 
not be afraid of ten thouſand of people, that 
| have ſet themſelves againſt me round about: 
Tea, tho I walk through the valley of the ſhadow 
of death, I will fear no evil : Thou art *with 
ne; thy rod and thy flaff they comfort me.” 
Hear the triumph of the Apoſtle ; And he 
bas faid unto me, my grace is ſufficient for 
thee, for my firength is made perfect in weak- 
' neſs : "moſt gladly therefore, (he adds) will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
CHRIST may reſi upon me. This privilege 
of divine ſuccour is not peculiar to a few 
eminent Saints.. It is ſecured to every de- 
vout man, to every one who truſts in the 
Almighty, by the faithfulneſs and promiſe 
of GOD : and it flows from his goodneſs, 
which is univerſal over all the works of 
his hands. Fear not, (ſays GOD to his 
antient church of Iſrael, a promiſe deſign- 
ed for the comfort of every individual, who 
compoſed that happy province of the divine 
care) Fear not, for I am with thee ; be not 
diſmayed ; for Jam thy God : I will ſtrengthen 
thee ; 1 will help thee ; yea, I will uphold ar 
5 | wit 
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wrth the right hand of my righteouſneſs. 4. Not 


leſs adapted to every caſe is the like enli- 


vening declaration of the New Teſtament. 
GOD is faithful, who will not ſuffer you to 


be tempted above that you are able: but will 


with the temptation make a way for your 
eſcape, that you may be able to bear it. Yes, 
ſo much condeſcenfion has GOD, the Fa- 
ther of mercies uſed to afford the moſt 
grateful ſatisfaCtion and hope to thoſe, that 
wait on him; he has appointed Jesus 
CnarIsT, that compaſſionate High-Prieſt, 
to be' the guardian of our comfort. and 
peace: and he has invited and commanded 
us to come boldly to the throne of grace; 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to 
help in every time of need.—ls not 
the man bleſſed who truſteth in GOD, and 
whoſe boſom is inſpired with theſe rational 
and animating proſpects and hopes? Wart 
then, Sirs ! on the Lord, and diſmiſs all ap- 
prehenſions and fears; in every emergency, 
take courage; and he ſhall firengthen thy 
heart; wait, I ſay, on the Lord. It is ano- 
ther diſtinguiſhing ingredient and favoura- 
ble circumſtance in the happineſs and por- 
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tion of thoſs; whoſe: refuge is int the pro- 
tection and providence of the Almighty, 
Thirdly----Thar; they Hall recelue at 
laft a full and tri amphant deliverante out of 
all their calamities. With this ſentiment 
is the text introduced, and the Pſalm con- 
eludes with 5 The Aiget of the Lord en- 
campeth' rum about them, that fear him and 
delivertth then: O taſte ad ſee that the Lord 
75 eo bleſſed is the man that trufleth7 in hint. 
„ . are the afflt „ Rietion of” the ri ghteous but 
ord dels: vereth hin out 4. them all. The 
25 redbemeth the foul of bis ſervants, and 
none of 1 them that truft in him : ſpall be deſolate: 
In common with the reſt of mankind, the 
beſt and worthieſt perſons meet with the 
_ evits and calamities, which are the expe- 
dient and uſeful appenda es of tlie preſent 
Mite. All the courſe o nature muſt be al- 
tered : ny thing that relates to this 
World muſt change it flature; before they 
can be'exempted from the diſadvatitages and 
diſtreſſes incident to this ſcene; The anz 
diſtinction they can reaſonably” defire; an 
which by divine confidence and! pious vir- 
tue, they may undoubtedly ſecure, is för- 
titude to ſuſtain, and wiſdom to improve 
their afflictions whilſt they continue: and 
when they have anſwered the valuable pur- 
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poſes for which they were ſent a ſeaſo 

ble releaſe from th this diſt 
tion and privilege by every dictate of xea- 
ſon, and by all the precious promiſes, with 
which ſcripture abounds, they are led to 
forebode to themſelves. The very.temper 
and diſpoſition of their minds towards the 
all- powerful and benign Sovereign of the 
world, is a token of good to them: a 
token, that the events of life have attain- 
ed with them the great intention of that 
holy, power, which over - rules all things; 
and therefore a token, that thoſe diſtreſſes 
which have produced. a conformity and full 
Jubmiſſion to his government, will be re- 
moved. Having executed the errand an 
which they were ſent as the meſſengers of 
pious wildgm, and the executioners of the 
divine corrections, they will be recalled. I 
know many can confirm this reaſoning by 
their own obſervation and experience of the 
wiſdom and kindneſs of providence, They 
recollect with ſentiments of wonder and 
gratitude thoſe ſeaſons of life; in which 
' when the threatning and diſtrefüng proſpect 
of ſome calamity has impreſſed them with a 


deep ſenſe of their dependence on GOD, 


and has brought their ſoul into a ſweet har- 


mony of reſignation to his will, as moſt 
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moſt wiſe and gracious: then has the gloom 
been ſcattered and the approaching evil 
been averted, though juſt ready to burſt on 
their heads with all its weight and ſorrow. 
Say then, is not that man, with the ut- 
moſt propriety pronounced bleſſed: whoſe 
faith, reſignation and hope are indulged 
with the reward of ſtaying the hand of the 
Almighty and preventing the evil, ' which 
he feared, But thoſe temporal deli- 
verances, with which they are by the over- 
ruling power of GOD viſited, bear no 
proportion to that complete and triumphant 
redemption, which awaits them hereafter. 
Every releaſe, every mitigation of their 
trouble at preſent is a pledge of that pure 
and perfect re ecovery and releaſe ; in which 
their ſpirits ſhall rejoice in a happier world, 
Let the fleſh with haſtening decay con- 
ſume ; let the heart fail: ſtill GOD is the 
ſtrength of their heart; GOD is their por- 
tion for ever. From circumſtances of the 
loweſt humiliation ; from corruption and 
the grave, ſhall his voice call them to life, 
vigour and joy. His hand ſhall conduct 
them to the regions of peace and felicity; 
and his favour ſhall raiſe them to honour 
and ſecurity everlaſting. Where the pale 

Kees the languid body, the feeble joints, 
2 weak 
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weak infancy, decrepit age, painful, or 
pining ſickneſs, awakening fears, and con- 
ſuming cares will never be known. The 
ſhall no longer truſt the Almighty with w 
vering diffidence : no longer ſhall dark ſuf- 
picions check the ardor of their hope :' no 
longer ſhall ſighs interrupt their prayers. 
For all ſhall be light about them : eve 
tear ſhall be wiped away from the eye; 
and every proſpect of evil ſhall be removed 
to an infinite diſtance from that bleft 
abode: Where every thing will diſplay the 
power and excellency of the love and 
friendſhip of their GOD: where ever 
thing will contribute to eſtabliſh, improve 
and heighten their felicity and joy. Rap- 
tured with the ſmiles of the eternal father, 
and born away with the delight that flows 
inceſſant from the throne of GOD, they 
ſhall in a ſublimer ſenſe adopt the words of 
the Jewiſh church. Lo! this is our God, we 
have -waited for bim, and he ſhall ſave us: 
this is the Lord, we have waited for him; 
Wwe will be glad, gy rejoice in bi. falva- 
tion. 
And now what ſhall we ſay to theſe 
wings f. Happy, thrice happy are they; 
whole hope is ſtayed on the Lord their 
Res gw Tout” truſts in him? What 
effect 
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effect ſhall theſe thingshave. upon us ?.what 
biaſs do they give the mind? do they not 
dliſpoſe us to make trial of his loving kind- 
neſs, and to put our truſt under the ſha- 
dow: of his wings .?--- This leads me 
Secondly.—-To urge the invitation of 
the Pſalmiſt. O taſte and ſee that the 
Lerd is ged. Let me perſuade you to 
commit your ways to him, and to put 
ourſelves under his protection and care. 
eed Lobſerve to this audience, who are 
favoured with a clear diſcovery of the 
terms of ſalvation, and the condition of 
| 27 divine bleſſing; that this confidence 
op, this gladdening experience of his 
= is not the ' privilege of all men 
without exception; not of all who may 


make heir boaſts, and venture to lay a 


claim to it. The Pſalmiſt himſelf, in a 
Few verſes after the text, has guarded his 
encomiums on the happineſs X a devout 
dependent on Gop from every abuſe, by a 
moſt awful declaration. The face of the 
Lord (ſays he, in contraſt to the happineſs 
of the righteous) 7s againſt them that do 
evil, And as he invites us to taſte the 

| eſs of Gop, he has alſo pointed out 
the paths which are brightened with the 
Smiles, andoroned with he bleſſings of the 
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Almighty. Conz ye children, hearken unte 
me: 1 will teach you the fear of the Lord : 

keep. thy tongue if om evil, and thy lips from 
ſpeaking guile : depart from evil and do good; 
ſeek peace and purſue it, On theſe declara- 
tions of divine truth we aſſert ; that when 
the heart is corrupted with vicious affec- 
tions, and the life ſtained with ſinful ha- 
bits, to talk of our experience of the di- 
vine goodneſs without repenting, is vile hi- 
pocriſy; and without forſaking our evil 
ways and thoughts to truſt in Gop, is 
daring and dangerous preſumption. To 
them who order their converſation arigbt, 
will the ſalvation of GOD be ſbeum. Every 
impenitent ſinner acts againſt, GOD : how 
extremely inſolent and profane is it for ſuch 
to rely on the protection of this almighty - 
and holy Sovereign. Lay then, virs ! deep 
repentance of heart and life, at the foun- 

dation of all your future trials of the di- 
vine goodneſs and care. Here begin to 
form — raiſe the habits of entire reſigna- 
tion and chearful truſt, in his protection 5 
and government. -Vour condition is ſuch 


as needs this ſtay; as calls for all the con- 


ſolations divine confidence can inſpire, and 
wants all the bleſſings it can yield. In- 
Oo: is n youth is giddy : man- 

1 hood 
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hood. is ſhort ſighted : and age infirm. 
Our capacities are limited; our . progreſs 
in knowledge is low; our enquiries are pur- 
ſued under great prejudices and diſad van- 
tages: and many things lie beyond the ken 
of our ſearch, Numerous are the evils, 
againſt which we cannot by any caution or 
prudence provide: numerous are the ca- 
lamities, which unaſſiſted, we cannot ſup- 
port. Beauty fades; ſickneſs i impairs our 
ſtrength; years enfeeble ; riches are not 
proof againſt time and chance; men de- 
ceive; our worthieſt friends die and leave 
us. Our reaſon may fail us, or our health 
forſake us: it may be the intereſt of men 
to injure us; or poverty may render us for- 
Torn and deſtitute, Through negligence 
| and falſe views, our duty is not known, or 
is forgotten: ſinful actions load the ſoul 
with guilt, and debate and pollute its hea- 
venly powers: the maxims of the world 
pervert the judgment; and the influence of 
example ſeduces the heart. Temptations 
aſlault with violence, and every ſtage of 
life is expoſed to them. We feel our con- 
dition to be indigent, liable to perpetual 
wants, and perpetual fears. And the con- 
ſtitution and frame of the world around 
us, is uncertain and precarious: our ex- 
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pectations fail, and our joys deſert us; be- 
ſides this, it is not the leaſt affecting proof 
of the weakneſs and neceſſities of human 
nature; that death follows in the rear. Its 
ſtroke cannot be evaded; but its approach 
is uncertain; its meſſage is to be feared, 
and its conſequences are awful. -Eternal 
thanks to the Father of Merey, admidſt 
all thefe diſadvantages and calamities, we 
know that his goodneſs is a conſtant, ſu- 


preme an] univerſal ſource of help, com- 


fort and ſtrength. What wants ſo preſſing, 
which it cannot relieve? what difficulties 
ſo great, out of which it cannot extricate 
us? what deſires ſo large, it cannot ſatis- 
ſy ? what bleſſings too rich and valuable 


for infinite benevolence to beſtow? It 


will aſſiſt us to conquer even death. 
Need I then be importunate with you, to 
ſecure his divine and gracious protection? 
You feel your own indigence : you believe 
the all-ſufficiency and grace of Gon. 
Your own hearts ſurely with this convic- 
tion, and this encouraging faith, make the 
application. O taſte and ſee that the 
Lord is good. _ This friendly advice of the 
Pſalmiſt, is the dictate of prudence j your 
neceſſities urge, as — happineſs invites, 
a ſubmiſſion to it. Do not, I beſeech you, 
8 | 14 roliſt 
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reſiſt the call: embrace the offers of God's 


care with thankfulneſs, and experience for 
yourſelves; how bleſſed is the man that 
truſteth in him. | 

| You have now heard an humble attempt 


to illuſtrate and prove the happineſs of this 


man, from the very nature of his character 
and ſituation. But dear Sirs, I have in my 
thoughts, and have lately had before my 
eyes, a more affecting, and. as more ſenſible 
proof and inſtance of the happineſs of an 
humble dependent on Gop's providence and 
care, Our, deceaſed friend truſted in the 
Lord, and M was in the number of thoſe; 
who are bleſt in the conſolations of this 
divine truſt, He felt and exemplified the 
power of godlineſs: his regard for its 
forms was ſerious and regular. He was, 
notwithſtanding the temptations and ſnares 
of early life, remarkable for ſobriety- of 
manners, and for integrity, diligence, and 
fidelity in the diſpatch of buſineſs. His 
conduct ſecured him the confidence and re- 
JpeCt of all thoſe with whom he had formed 
any connections; a proof, that his preten- 
ſions to piety were as ſincere and influen- 
tial; as they were eminent. He did indeed 
ſerve Gop and JesUs CHRIST ; and he 
felt much, very much of the hopes and 
| ſatisfaCtions 
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ſatisfactions of religion and the goſpel. 


Through a long and tedious ſickneſs, 


he very frequently expreſſed the ſtrongeſt 
perſuaſion of, and breathed forth his gra- 
titude for the goodneſs of G op. The- 
goodneſs of Gop was his repeated and 
conſtant theme. This very ſickneſs, pain- 
ful and lingering as it was; he deyoutly 
regarded tabs ( one fingle inſtance of Gon 8 


goodneſs to him, one of the greateſt mercies 


of his life.----- He had made it the bufi- 
neſs of his active days to ſecure his recon- 


ciliation with Gop : the approach of death 
brought no terrors with it. He expected 


his death: he wiſhed for it, and talked of 
it with longing deſires, and ardent, joy- 
ful hopes: he conſidered it, and ſpoke of 
it in this engaging .and gladdening view,. 
of going into the company and preſence 
of his Gop and Redeemer, The ac- 
knowledgments of devout gratitude were 
the laſt accents his dying lips pro- 
nounced, In his expiring moments, when. 
his weak frame had been torn with diſ-- 
ſolving pangs „ cannot be thankful. 
enough to 0D” ——faid he, and breathed. 
his laſt, 

Knowing that the hour. was. coming,, 
when he could not with his own voice 
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ſay any thing more for Go p: he was 
| deſirous of engaging the aſſiſtance of mine, 
which might alſo reach farther. He re- 
queſted that his death might be improved 
as an occaſion for addreſſing you on the 
goodneſs of Gop, and the happineſs of 
thoſe who truſt in him. He was ſolicitous 
to leave with us his dying teſtimony, to 
the excellency and importance of a godly 

virtuous life, to the . pleaſures of ſuch a 
courſe, and to the happineſs of thoſe in 
particular, who in early years make Gop 
their portion. The dear pious young 
man, whoſe remains are there * encloſed, 
being dead, yet ſpeaketh : ſpeaketh to you 
theſe chearing words, O taſte and ſee 
that the Lord is good : bleſſed is the man that 
truſteth in bim. . 

May the Gop of all grace give you, 
my young friends; may he give us all ears 
to hear; and a heart to feel this his dying 
admonition : that you may ſhare the hap- 
pineſs he enjoyed; and that when you 
come to die, you may leave the like 
| honourable teſtimony to the wiſdom and 


telicity 


The corpſe was reſted in the Meeting during the 
time of ſervice, 
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felicity of a godly life, and the like en- 
gaging charge to your weeping relations and 
friends. Amen. 
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The GRounDs and REASONABLENESS 
of a LITE of FaiTtH. 
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2 Cox, Ch. v. 7. 
For we walk by faith, not by. fight. 


8 are the ſprings of conduct 
that belong to the human frame. 
Our earlieſt, ſtrongeſt, and moſt conſtant 
incentives to love or hatred.; to fear or 


hope, are the impreſſions we receive from 


the ſenſible objects around us. But it is 
the uſe and buſineſs of reaſon, to correct 
and regulate the animal ſenſations. And it 
is by thought and reflection the great truths, 
that cancern us as.creatures formed for pi- 
ous virtue, and accountable to the Judge of 
the earth, are made preſent to the mind, 
and gain any power. For as to theſe 
truths, ſuch is the imperfection and diſ- 


advantage of the preſent ſtate ; we are go- 


verned and influenced not by the fight of 
them, but by faith, or the perſuaſion of 
our minds. The Great Gop, who is the 
Parent and LoRD of the univerſe, no man 
hath ſeen or can ſee, JESUS CHRIST, the 
mediator and patron. of our ſpiritual and 
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eternal intereſts, though he once taber- 
- nacled in fleſh, and converſed with man, is 
now withdrawn from our world. The 
grand trial we are all to take, is a diſtant 
and future event; it has been the expecta- 
tion. of many ages paſt, and apes are yet to 
revolve before Rakes Tack "The 
world in which we are hereafter to live, 
its inhabitants, its dignities, its joys are 
unknown; not ſeen nor felt. There is no 
clear diſcernment, no ſenſible experience, 
no ocular proof of theſe objects. Vet the 
Chriſtian treats them as the moſt ſolemn 
realities; and lives as if he ſaw theſe in- 
viſible things. We walk (ſays the Apoſtle) 
by faith, and not by fight : i. e. We regulate 
our conduct not by the enjoyment of the 
viſible things of this world, but by the. 
faith and expectation of the other and 
future world, We fear an inviſible Gop. 
We love a SAVIOUR, whom we have not 
feen. We firmly expect a judgment to 
come, And weare ambitious to obtain the 
glory and happineſs of the unſeen world. 
By theſe objects, and not by thoſe of ſenſe 
and ſight, are our choice, our tempers, and 
our lives governed, We are ſtrongly per- 
ſuaded of their reality, and we are fully aſ- 
ſured of their importance ; and there is 
Lk, | nothing 
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nothing we regard ſo much. This ſhort, 

plain, and comprehenſive account, does the 
Apoſtle give us of the ſwaying and general 
principle of a Chriſtian life : it is faith in 
oppoſition to ſight and enjoyment. 
There is ſcarcely an office more impor- 
tant, or more ſuited to help and animate 


your faith and joy, than to lay before you 


Chriſtians thoſe conſiderations which ſhow 
the propriety and reaſonableneſs of your 


conduct. There is 10 abſurdity in ſuppoſing 


thoſe things to be real and certain, which are to 
us inviſible and future. There is a variety 
of clear and ftrong proofs, on which to build 
your faith of things you do not ſee,— 
There is a vaſt, an infinite mement in them, if 
they are true.—And to walk by faith in 
them has the beſt tendency to improve your 
. lives and your happineſs. I would wiſh 
to argue theſe points with clearneſs and 
ſtrength ; as one who would gladly affift 
you to learn to feel and remember; wherein 
your great duty and trueſt wiſdom lies. 
Firſt.--- There is no abſurdity in fuppoling 
thoſe things to be real and certain, whic 
are to us inviſible and future. If nothing 
in our judgments and belief was allowed 
an exiſtence, but of which we ourſelves, or 
thoſe with whom we converſe, had ocular 


and 
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and ſenſible proofs, into what narrow 
-bounds ſhould we bring the world itſelf; 
and in our conceptions how vaſtly ſhould 
we diminiſh the number of' beings who 
have life, and the number of inanimate ob- 
jets. Our faculties are limited; our 
ſphere and opportunities of knowledge are 
more limited. A very ſmall part of nature 
falls under our notice, We can conceive 
of beings with whom no human converſe 
was held, and of places far remote from the 
human ſtep and eye. Nay, we have no 
doubt of the exiſtence and reality of innu- 
merable things, and parts in the univerſe, 
which are and for ever muſt remain out of 
fight. Though therefore the objects of 
religious faith are unſcen and diſtant. there 
is nothing in this circumſtance merely, that 
renders the ſuppoſition of their reality ab- 
ſurd. And there is not any contradiction, 
or impoſſibility in the things themſelves, It 
is no more abſurd to ſuppoſe that there is 
a Gop, the wiſe and powerful architect of 
of the world; than that the houſes we inha 
bit were raiſed by ſome ſkilful builders ; 
though they themſelves have been long 
ſince removed out of life, and their names 
are forgotten. There is no more abſurdity 
in n Juppoling that there is a, being infinitely 
above 


— 


above us in ths and 1 * 
that there are creatures below us 10 mean 
and inconſiderable, as not to be viſible to 
the naked eye. There is no more abſurdity 
in ſuppoſing the reality of a great and good 
perſonage, to whom the government of all 
nature is committed ; than that in former 
times, or in the oreſent, one man ſhould 
have a dominion and authority over mul- 
titudes for their good, though the perſon 
of majeſty is viſible to very few of thoſe 
over whom he rules. There is no more ab- 
ſurdity in ſuppoſing that we ſhall live again, 
and that life ſhall be lengthened out through 
eternal ages ; then that we ſhould be born 
into -this world, and ſhould riſe. from in- 
fancy to manhood, though a few years back 
we were not. A future judgment at the 
bar of Gon, is as conſiſtent and rational 
a tranſaction, as a judgment and trial now 
at the tribunal of men.,---5S0 far from there 
being any abſurdity in . ſuppoſing theſe 
things as real, as thoſe we now ſee : the 
.preſent conſtitution, preſent and viſible ob- 
tw, are ſamples and pledges of things in- 
viſible, Our great ſuperiority over the 
mite and the worm, bears ſome reſemblance 
to the infinite ſuperiority of Gop over us. 
The foreſight and care of man is a pattern 
of 
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of the foreſight and providence of the deity, 
The government one. man exerciſes over 
another, and the benefits one man is the 
means of conveying to another, afford an 
emblem of the more perfect, gracious, 
and inviſible mediation and authority of 
CHRIST over us all. This life contains 
only the ſeeds and firſt principles of a life 
to be renewed beyond the grave ; the pre- 
ſent is the embryo of our future exiſtence. 
The trial and judgment of our actions, 
which now takes place in each man's con- 
ſcience, and which is more publickly ex- 
ecuted by magiſtrates, is an anticipation 
of a more exact, univerſal, and deciſive 
judgment hereafter. The former things 
render our conceptions of the latter eaſy, 
and their reality probable. The latter is 
only the ſame conſtitution, more completely 
and perfectly carried on, diſplayed in a more 
extenſive and illuſtrious manner. We find 
that the objects of ſenſe itſelf are admitted 
into the mind by degrees; our acquaintance 
with them is gradual, and advancing from 


the firſt, the very few and weak notices we 


receive in infancy to new objects, new ſen- 

fations, and new improvements every day. 
Why then ſhould it weaken our faith, and 
weaken the force of its objects on our prac- 
tice, 
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tice; that the plan of the univerſe is not 
at once laid open before us, and all or- 
ders and ranks of beings, are not at once 
viſible to our ſight. We conſider not, that 
if the objects of faith were brought within 
the verge of ſenſe, they would have ſuch a 
powerful ſtriking and overbearing power, as 
to exclude all virtue from our actions; 
there could be no reaſoning upon them, no 
choice in regard to them.---We conſider 
not, that to diſbelieve the reality of theſe 
things, muſt involve us in the greateſt con- 
tradictions and abſurdities, To believe, 
that whilſt every houſe has a builder, there 
is no one who built all things. To believe 
that no woman can forget her ſucking 
child, and no father can be indifferent to 
the wants of his children: yet that the 
parent of the world neglects the creatures 
he has made; and he that formed us, ſhows 


no favour. To believe in a God who 


L 


cannot want wiſdom, power or goodneſs, 
being the ſource of all; and yet to ſup- 
poſe that he exerciſes no care, no govern- 
ment over: us. To believe that he gdverns 
zus, yet does not obſerve our actions; or 
that obſerving our actions, he does not ap- 
prove the good, and diſapprove the evil, ſo 
as to puniſh the later, and recompence the 
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former. This is abſurd: this is repugnant 
to every principle of reaſon, and every dic- 
tate of common ſenſe : a contradiction to 
all the apprehenſions of our own minds: a 
contradiction to the general principles and 
reaſon of all men, and of all ages. 80 
void, ſo entirely void of all abſurdity is 
it, to ſuppoſe the things of another ſtate, 
which we do not ſee, to be real and ceftain. 
And ſince theſe things may be as we ap- 
prehend; ſo | | 
Secondly, —There is a great variety o 
clear and flrong proof, on Which to build 
out faith in the inviſible and future realities 
of another world. It further ſerves to ſet 
forth the wiſdom and reaſonableneſs of a life 
governed by faith; not only that there is 
nothing impoſſible, nothing abſurd in it: 
but that this faith is merely. gppoſed to 
ſenſe and enjoyment, not to reaſon and 
judgment. No! faith is the ſubmiſſion 
of the mind to evidence, and the tri- 
umph of reaſon, over the impreſſions and 
prejudices of fight. . A judicious faith, is 
the feſult of enquiry, of..attehtion to ar- 
gument and proof. The grand and lead- 
ing principles of a religious perſuaſion and 
hope, .are founded.on the moſt evident atid 
obvious truths, The inviſible things of 
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him, from the creation of the world are 
clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things 


that are made. Not only the wonders of 


our own frame, the curious formation of 


our bodies, and the nobler powers of the 


:ſoul ; but the leaſt inſet that moves, and 


every ſpire of graſs, produces the acknow- 


ledgment of a firſt cauſe, an Almighty Au- 
.thor of all things. -Though we ſee not 
 Gop himſelf, we behold his works, and diſ- 


cern the marks of infinite .power, wiſdom 


and goodneſs, in the heavens above, in the 
world around us, and in ourſelves. Though 
at the cloſe of life we do not ſee our fellow 


creatures ſummoned to the tribunal of the 


-Univerſal_Judge, and taking their trial for 
eternity: yet the difference between good 
and evil, between virtue and vice, is as 


plain as the difference between light and 


darkneſs, ſweet and bitter; we are capable 
of chooſing the one, and refuſing the other; 


in innumerable inſtances, in the conſtitution 


of things, we have the evidence of ſight 


and experience, that the tendeney of good- 


neſs, is to happineſs, and of ſin to miſery; 
the practice of virtue is indeed always at- 


tended with ſelf- approbation and hope; the 


practice of ſin is followed with remorſe and 
fear. This has all the appearance of our 
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being accountable creatures. We are 
tramed, as if we ſhould undergo the ſcru- 
tiny of the Divine Judgment. And there- 
fore, though we do not 2 the other world, 

and the bar of - Gon, we ſee and feel her 
is neceſſarily previous thereto; we ſee and feel 
the preparations for a future judgment and 
tate : hence on the evidences ariſing from 
our own conſciouſneſs, and the nature of 


| 

this world, we firmly expect to give an ac- }. ; 
count of olifelves to Gop, and to receive x 
according to our deeds.-Theſe objects of 
faith are ſet in a fuller, clearer, and more - 
ſtriking light by the goſpel. .That teaches F 
-us the ſublimeſt truths relative to the Maker G 
of the world. That makes the plaineſt, h 
moſt . animating and engaging diſcoveries 3 
of another life. That opens to our glad- I, 
dening contemplation, theſchemes and plan d 
of the Divine Government, the deſigns of d 
infinite benevolence for the ſalvation of 
man, through all ages, from the beginning 3 
of the world. That reveals to us the cha- th 
racter of Ix SUS CHRIST, brings us into a = 


new relation, and leads us to.a new ſet of 
duties, ariſing from the mediation and go- al 
vernment of CHRIST JEsUs. And if the 


excellency of the diſcoveries, the reaſon- ef] 
* ablencſs of the inſtructions, , and the dig- | al 
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nity of the themes; if their correſpon- 
dence to the perfections of Gop, and the 
ſtate of man; if the amiable luſtre, they 


reflect on the character of Gop, and the 


light and joy they diffuſe amongſt a guilty 


and degenerate race: if the divine life of 


the author of our religion; if the purify- 
ing and ennobling tendency of his doc- 
trine ; if the number, greatneſs,. and va- 
riety of the works wrought by. CHRIST 
and his apoſtles ;' if the reſurrection of our 
friend and law-giver from the dead ; if his 
aſcenſion to heaven ; if the grant and ef- 
ſuſion of ſupernatural. gifts and endow- 


ments, on the miniſters of his religion, from 


himſelf in his exalted ſtate ; if the teſtimo- 
ny of twelve plain, honeſt and benevo- 
lent men, who gave up their own preju- 
dices, views and gain; who met poverty, 
diſgrace, torture and death, in atteſting the 
grand facts of the Chriſtian ſcheme; if 
the efficacy and ſucceſs of the goſpel, in 


the change of the religion, and the lives. of 


men; if the faith of hiſtory and the teſ-. 


timony of fucceeding, corroborating that. 


of. former ages.---If any one of theſe argu- 
ments has any weight and force in it; and 
_ eſpecially, if when united together, and 
all lending their. ſeparate authority, they 
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form an harmony and ſympathy of proofs, 
truly ſtriking for their number, their agree- 
ment and their ſtrength.----- Then it is 
not without evidence that we walk by 
faith. A perſuaſion of ſuch truths ſo 
ſupported is wiſe and rational. Particu- 
larly vhen it is conſidered, | 
Thirdly.----That there is a ua, an in- 
finite moment in the objects of our faith... 
Amidſt the variety of objects that court 
vur notice and attention, wiſdom and reaſon 
require us to ſuit our regards to their re- 
ſpective nature and excellencies. Indeed, 
were the things of this world and of ſenſe 
to be valued and perſued no farther than 
their own intrinſic worth and duration 
would juſtify ; but few thoughts, but a lit- 
tle care would be beſtowed. on them by a 
rational and immortal creature: and the 
neglect would be highly injurious to our 
preſent condition. The wiſe author of our 
frame, the Almighty Maker of the world 
has ſo eſtabliſhed the preſent conſtitution of 
things ; that how deficient ſoever in real ex- 
cellency ſenſible objects may appear to the 
judgment of arational being: they ſtrike on 
our minds ſo early, ſo continually accoſt 
us, enter in at ſo many avenues, leave ſuch 
ſtrong impreſſions, and are ſo e 
. with- 
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with all the circumſtances of our exiſtence, 
and all the exigences of our ſtate, that a 
total diſregard of them is not leſs impoſh- 
ble: than, if practicable, it would be high 
and bitter folly. They may; they muſt 
be minded. But amidit all our connections 
in this world, amid all-our. cares for this. 
lite and the body : let- it be ever remem- 
bered, that we: have fouls and are connec- 
ted with nobler objects. There is a na- 
tive worth, a ſolid fupreme, and laſting 
value belonging. to the inviſible realities of 
a future ſtate, We may appeal to you, 
Chriſtians; we may lodge the appeal with 
every man, who will turn a ſober thought 
to the ſubject, amidſt the vaſt multitude of 
beings that inhabit unzverſal ſpace ; is 
there any one, that can be likened unto 
GOD, or compared with the. moft high ? 
Amidſt all the kind agents under Gop, who 
are the miniſters of good to us; amidſt all 
the long roll of benefactors and friends to 
mankind,.. whoſe names adorn-the pages of 
hiſtory, can a ſuperior, can an equal be 
found to Jesus. CHRIST, for the purity of 
his character, . for the ſublimity of his in- 
ſtructions, for his generous ſervices, for his 
large benefits, for his exalted dignity and 
univerſal empire? He tenders the offer, he 
my K 4 ghee © 
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has ſecured: the bleſſings of wiſdom for the 
ignorant, of ſtrength for the weak, of par- 
don for the guilty, and of life and immor- 
tality for the dying. To whom are we ſo 
much indebted ? Whoſe name is good and 
glorious, like his ?- And as to the hopes 
ænd proſpects, faith opens before us. How 
gien and important! You are called to 


ſeek, and are encouraged to piety and vir- 


tue by the promiſe of all the dignity and 
bliſs, your hearts can deſire, or Gop can 
give in a more perfect and durable ſtate of 
exiſtence. A judgment, from which there 
lies no appeal; a judgment, which will 
reach to our words and thoughts as well as 
actions; where you cannot effect an eſcape, 
nor offer a bribe; where angels and men 
will be witneſſes of our acquittal or diſ- 
grace; a judgment, which will decide our 
ſtate and character for eternity: eternal 
death, or an eternal heaven of glory and 
bliſs; theſe objetts, if any thing is ſolemn 
and weighty, theſe things are of infinite mo- 
ment to us] and was the evidence for them 
much leſs than it is: yet they are ſo great 


in themſelves, ſo much depends upon the 


belief of them; if they ſhould prove true. 


---It would be a point of wiſdom and pru- 


dence even on ſlender, and leſs probable 


proofs 
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proofs - to pay a ſerious. regard to them. 
Their own weight would be ſufficient to 
make up a defect of evidence. What in- 
fluence then ought they to have upon us 
when. both the evidences for them are ſo 
numerous and ſtrong: and their impor- 
tance ſo great and eternal? Let nothing 
Chriftians, move you away from ſo high an 
hope: let nothing betray you into a forget- 
fulneſs of ſo vaſt à concern. 

- Fourthly.----This walking by faith, has 
the beſt aſpoct on our conduct and our hap= 
pineſs. Knowledge, fortitude, prudence, 
temperance, patience, godlineſs, brotherly 
kindneſs and univerſal charity, are the ami- 
able, uſeful and divine habits ; which the 
principles of faith raiſe and eſtabliſh. Do- 
you believe in GOD? You will own ; 
faith directs, obliges and encourages you to 
be holy as he is holy, to be merciful as he 
is merciful, and as dear children to form 
your temper and life after the perfections of 
the deity, the moſt lovely and perfect model 
of goodneſs and purity. Do you believe in 
the final Fudge of .the world ; who without 
reſpect of perſons will judge every man ac- 

cording to his works ? what manner of per- 

ſons ought you to be in all holy converſa- 
tion and godlineſs: this i is. the concluſion 
3 | from 
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from ſuch a principle faith drawsand fixes- 


in the heart? do you believe in the ſon of 


GOD *? This faith teaches and engages you 


to keep his commandments, .to open your 


boſoms to the power of thoſe grateful ge- 
nerous ſentiments, his dying friendſhip in- 


| ſpires ; ; and to maintain your integrity, pu - 
rity and- holineſs to the end, fared by the 
proſpe& of that immortal crown, he will. 


appear from heaven to beſtow.- Read the 


lives of the Patriarchs, the Apoſtles and 
Martyrs... Turn to the hiſtory of Abraham 
of Joſeph, of Daniel, of Moſes, and of Ix- 


sus CHRIST, that illuſtrious pattern and 
leader on to the exerciſe and reward of 


faith.---OQr examine, Sirs ! your. own lives, 
and ſuryey-your own actions; and ſay, how- 
uſeful, how important you have found the 
influence of faith. In your own. experi- 


ence, , when the principles of faith are ac- 


tive and vigorous, ſteadily kept in view 
and fumly embraced ; to what innocence... 


integrity and univerſal propriety and digni- 


ty of behayiour, does it guide and anumate. 


the man? when faith is .Jively ; the cares 


of life grow ealy ; its. temptations. looſe their 


power to charm, or to terrify. For the 
proſpeas of the believer in Gol and Chrift 
are wide and extenſive ; his. deſires pure and 
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ſublime ; his hopes warm and bright: his 
reſolutions bold and ſtrong, He views all 
things in their connection with futurity : 
he converſes with the celeftial world : be- 
holds the deity as ever preſent, as always 
nigh to approve befriend, and bleſs him: 
and he is tranſported into eternity itſelf.— 
The happineſs that flows from faith is pure 
and ſolid. To be kept from fluctuating 
amidſt all the uncertainties of life; not to 
be ſubject to the power of vain hopes and 
joys, and fears and ſorrows no leſs vain: to 
meet the afflictions of life with fortitude, to 
improve its ſatisfactions with gratitude, and 
to enjoy them with moderation; this is 
the happineſs that prevails: where faith 
prevails. And thine, O! divine princi- 
ple, are the joys. of a devout attachment to 
Gop the delt of all beings, and to Jesus 
CHRIST the kind and powerful Saviour ; 
the joys of devout confidence. and of good 
hopes beyond the grave: the joys of a tri- 
umph over death and of an everlaſting re- 
compence; theſe joys and pleaſures are 
thine. With theſe joys are all the toils of 
faith ſoothed and its labours repayed: till a 
better and happier world will renders its 
ſatisfactions n, and its ** . 
eternal! 
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So reaſonable are the principles of faith; 
ſo great the evidences of their reality; fo 
vaſt their importance. So valuable and ſo 
happy their influence; let us walk by faith 
and' not by fight. When the being of a 
GOD, when: the -goſpel and a judgment 
to come are proved to be chimæras and 
fables, matters of no weight in them ſelves 
and of no conſequence to you: then, 
Chriſtians, you may change the motives of 
your conduct, and let this world be your 
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only care, with reaſon and ſafety. But ſince f 
things are ſo; are as they have been- now 1 
repreſented, follow not a multitude in the t 
impiety, ingratitude and folly of treating u 
theſe things with indifference and contempt. * 
The foundations of religion are laid too -h 
deep in the nature of things, and in the * 
conſtitution of human nature to be over- t. 
turned by a witty argument and profane ſl 
jeſt. The importance of the objects of d 
our faith is too great and real to be dimi- I 
niſhed by the example of thoſe; who are al 
ſo inconſiderate, or ſo daring as to forget 01 
and deſpiſe them. My dependence on tk 
I Gop, my intereſt in the falvation of the Ih; 

© goſpel, my accountableneſs at the tribu- er 
* nal of Gop, and my concern in the con- of 
© ſequences of that trial is the ſame, is in- fi 
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< finite to me: though the many or the 
great may treat thoſe things as nothing 
to them. It is only the want of evidence, 
or the want of importance can excuſe my 
neglect of them. It will only expoſe my 
folly and endanger my happineſs, if the 
example of others weighs more with 
me; than the reaſon of things, the force 
of argument, and.the concernments of an 
eternal ſtate,? 

Whatever others do, let us walk by 
faith. To afliſt and invigorate our faith, 
let us frequently retire and meditate on 
the wondrous ſcenes faith diſplays before 
Wor Every Chriſtian has another 

orld to which he belongs, and in which 
he ſhould live and converſe, beſides this 
which he is born into, and ſhares with 
the reſt of mankind. In this world he 
ſhould often ſtep aſide: it is not at ſuch a 
diſtance from him, hut he can do itin a 
moment by only forgetting the world. 
about him, and ſtrongly turning the eye 
of his mind inward, Here let the 
thoughts dwell for a time; paſs with de- 
light from one object to another: Now 
entertaining himſelf with the perfection 
of Gop; now with the virtues and of- 
fices of the Redeemer, his paſt ſuffer- 
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ings, his preſent glory .; .now with the 
privileges of good men in this life, . then 
with their happineſs in the life to come; 
now with one doctrine of - Chriſtianity, 
then with another, and fome time with 
the certainty and divine excellence of 
the whole,” “ Let theſe themes employ 
ſome of our thoughts every day. But 
particularly let us be fo wiſe, as to ſeize the 
Jeiſure and compoſure of the Lord's day, 
to think more deeply on them in private, 
toenlarge our acquaintance with them by 
reading, and to improve the opportunity 
hereby afforded us, if not to be informed, 
yet to be reminded ourſelves, and to remind 
others of their certainty and importance by 
_ a ſerious attendance on the public inſtrue- 
tions and devotions of the day. Above all, 
let us confider what ought to be the con- 
yerſation of thoſe, who believe in the gra- 
cious and Almighty Maker of the world, 
in the truth of the goſpel, and in a judg 
ment to come. Such, ſo pure and devout, 
ſo good and ſober let our lives and tempers 
be every day, and all the day long. Let the 
laws of GOD and of the eternal world be 

our conſtant guide, 

Thus, my friends, fight the good fight of 
a faith: 


* Mr, Grove, 
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faith: finiſh your courſe with integrity and 
joy. And the glorious, immortal prize is 
ours. It is now yours by the near proſ- 
Ct of it. Soon, ſoon as the tale of hu- 
man life is told, it will be yours by poſſeſſion; 
by a certain, triumphant and eternal poſſeſ- 
Hon. Amen, 
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The INTLUENCE F Hapituai Pity. 


e e e 


But be thou in the fear of the Lord all the | 
day long. 


B* the fear of GOD is meant that affec- 
AF tionate grateful reverence ; with which 
the mind of man ought to be poſleſſed to- 
wards the Almighty Creator, the unfailing 
friend, the pas inſpector and Supreme 
Judge of the world, and particularly of all 
rational creatures. If we beſtow any ſe- 
rious reflection on the character and per- 
fections of the Almighty; and recollect 
the rich and numerous favours, he is con- 
tinually imparting : favours which every 
one ſhares according to his capacity, to im- 
prove and enjoy them: none can diſpute 
his claims to the thankful | adoration of 
_ every mind, formed to know and adore the 

author of its blifs. Nay, conſidering aur 

conſtant connection with the deity, and his 
intimate, knowledge of all our ways, this 
prince of devout fear and grateful reve- 
2 rence, 
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rence, ought to be the leading and perpe- 


tual, affection of the ſoul, the firſt com- 
manding and grand motive of our whole 


behaviour: as it is the moſt effectual re- 
{train from every crime, the animating in- 


centive to every inſtance of virtue, and a 


chearing ſupport under every evil. This 


is what the wiſe man means by the exhor- 
tation to be in the fear of the Lord all 


the day long. But this is ſo important a 


ſubject, ſo important to the power and 
credit, and comfort of religion; it is not 
to be diſmiſſed with a few general hints, but 


deſerves -a diſtinct illuſtration. And the 


words of the text give us a hint to dwell 
on this part of a religious character, 


namely, its conſtant and daily influence on 
every riſing event and circumſtance of the 


day. Religion ſhould ſhow' itſelf not only 


in the devotions, but in the buſineſs and re- 


_ . creations of the day: under the pravidential 
events of the ſucceeding hours of life, 
ſhould it exert itſelf; and inithe moments of 
our ſolitude be. our attendant,» In every one 
of theſe reſpects ſhould a daily. piety be ex- 
emplified: and it is our deſign at preſent, 


to point out what effects religion ſhould 
And 
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And would to Gop, that whilſt we paſs 
thro' theſe particulars, each of us may beable 
to ſay from delightful experience, bleſſed 
be the great object of my fear in this, and 
in this reſpect, I have felt.the power of ge- 
nuine religion !---Or may this diſcourſe be- 
ſucceeded by thy. gracious. operations, O 
father of our ſpirits, to beget and improve 
the ſentiments. and power of an. habitual - 
piety.. Amen! _ 

Firſt, In the devotions of the day, 
will that fear of the LoRD, in which we 
are to be found all the day long, exert 
itſelf. Without a deep and lively ſ-nſe of 
Gop upon the mind, the ſervices of piety 
will either be entirely neglected, or diſ- 
charged with remiſſneſs and langour. For 
then the obligations, incentives and en- 
couragements to the duties of devotian, 
are out of ſight: * are ſcarcely attended 
to, or very ſlightly affect us. On the con- 
trary, let us open our boſoms to the impreſ- 
ſions of reverence and gratitude towards 
Gon, theſe affections will prompt us to ap- 
proach his throne with diligence and fer- 
vour. The fear of Gop will naturally 
produce a ſeriqus concern for his protection 5 
and a dread . diſpleaſure: whilit,our 
daily experience of his goodneſs will ani- 
1 5 E | male 
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mate the hope of the former, and a perſua- 
ſion of his mercy will ſweetly attemper the 
latter. The fear of Gos eſtabliſhes ſuch 
a turn and biaſs of heart, as is an habitual 
preparation for the duties of devotion; and 
it forms that calmneſs of temper, which 
greatly affifts the ſoul, to compoſe and re- 
collect itſelf at the ſtated, or occaſional ſea- 
fons of divine worſhip. And in nothing 
will it diſcover its influence more, than in 
the manner of diſcharging the offices of 
piety « it will ſupply a variety of conſide- 
rations to awaken every devout affection, to 
| beget reverence and 8 Our many and 
urgent neceſſities, our guilt and weakneſs, 
the numerous favours and bleſſings of which 
GoÞ is the ſource, and the. noble hopes of 
immortality he can ſatisfy; theſe both fur- 
niſh materials for devotion, and excite 
us to offer our praiſes heartily, and our 
* - prayers with earneſtneſs. But no thought 
can yield us a ſuperior motive to holy care 
in the ſervice of Gop, or more powerfully 
awaken us to guard againſt hypocritical 
formality, than this juſt ſolemn thought, 
Aa thought not leſs obvious than weighty : 
namely, that in every office of devotion, 
we addreſs ourſelves to the great Majeſty of 
heaven and earth, who knows all our 
bo > Pao thoughts, 
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thoughts, and beholds all our actions: and 
that we are in the immediate preſence of 
this adorable being, who is very jealous of 
his honour. Would we my friends, be in 
and feel the fear of. Gon in divine wor- 
ſhip,. whether public or. domeſtic ; let. a 
moment. be. ſeized before we enter on ſuch 
ſolemnities, to admit this reflection: it will 
have an happy and ſtrong influence to ren- 
der our devotions ſuch, as we may on a re- 
view approve, and ſuch as Gon will accept. 
Let this, the acceptance of Gop, be the 
great object of our wiſhes; as it can be 
the only fit and conſiſtent aim of our de- 
votions. Hereby will our watchfulneſs 
and care be excited, not ſolely to the reve- 
rence of our manner, and the ſincerity of 
our hearts, but to the ſentiments and ex- 
prefſions we introduce in our prayers and 
praiſes : that they be ſuch as may promote 
the reverence, — and gratitude que to 
the Deity, amongſt men. Tothis purpoſe we 
muſt endeayour to gain right and juſt no- 
tions of the deity, of religious virtue, and: 
of happineſs ; for theſe give a tincture to our 
requeſts, and form the language of prayer. 
In a word, the very diſpoſition to the 
duties of divine'worſhip, proceeds from the 
grateful fear of Gon dwelling in the bo- 
A, L 4 Tom» 
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ſom. And to ſecure the benefits and bleſ-- 
ſings of which devotion is the means, the 


fear of Gop will induce us to enter upon 


them with a ſerious pauſe, and with a turn 


of the thoughts to Go, in pious breathing 
after his help and acceptance: it will. 


induce us to ſet a guard on our ſpirits, and 
to check the firſt wanderings, when en- 
caged in theſe duties; and to review them 
immediately, when concluded, and reflect 


whether we have worſhipped him in that 


ſpirit and truth he demands. But, ba 

Secondly.---Fo.be governed by religion 
in the buſineſs of the day, is another thing: 
implied by being in the fear of the LoRD- 


all the day long. It is highly abſurd, nay,. 


miſchievous to loſe ſight of Gop through. 
the avocations of life, and the. hurry of 
its concerns: ſince the intereſts of this 
world are not repugnant to. the. ſervices of 
God ; but one may be rendered ſubſervient 
to the other. The ſentiments and hopes of 


religion are needful to moderate. the pur- 


ſuit of earthly gain, and to ſooth. the cares. 
of active life. Nay, ſcarcely any thing, 
not even the proſpect of increaſing wealth, 


can inſpire that vigour, animate to that di- 
ligence, and adminiſter. that pleaſure in the 
proſecution of our buſineſs, whether the. 

labours 
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labours of the hand, or of learned life, 

which genuine and habitual religion will 

produce. Religion does in ſome meaſure: 

ſpiritualize and ennoble the common and . 
| 


loweſt labours of life. For it leads us to 
regard the Almighty, as the author of that 
manly firmneſs, which fits the huſband- | 
man for his toils ; of that ingenuity and 
ſkill, which has ſo varioufly multiplied its | 
effects in the workmanſhip of the artificer ;- | 
of that rich abundance of materials for 
induſtry and labour, the earth pours forth 
from all its ſtore-houſes-; and of that ſuc- 
ceſs and wealth, with which the toils of the 
feld and of the ſhop are repayed. Liſten: 
to the calm voice, and rational dictates. of 
religions; the author of all is divine. Re- 
ligion teaches you, Chriſtians, to regard- 
your ſeveral ſituations-in life, whether thoſe” + _ 
of ſuperior, or lower rank, as the allot- 
ments of his providence, and the ſtations  _ 
to which his wiſdom has appointed you. 
The rich and poor moet together, but the Lord 
is the maker of them all. The time of life, 
which is the ſeaſon of activity and vigour, 
is in his hands; and at his pleaſure is 
abridged and lengthened out. The diffe- 
rent buſineſſes and occupations of life give 
fcope for the exertion of that ſtrength, co 
li which 
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which the power of Gon has formed the 


body, and for the diſplay of that under- 


ſtanding, with which the inſpiration of the 
Almighty has endowed the ſpirit. By 
them are men provided with the means of. 


generoſity and kindneſs; with the means 
of enjoying life in decency Or elegance 3 


crwith the materials of grateful offeringy to 


the glory of Gop. In ſo many important 


and ſacred views, does religion place our 


wordly buſineſs.— And it moreover, ex- 
preſsly gives us leſſons of diligence. and ap- 
plication to it. Je are taught of GOD (ob- 
ſerves an Apoſtle) that you fludy to be quiet, 
and ta do your own buſineſs, and to work. with 
your own hands ; that you may walk honeſtly 
towards. them that are without, and that you 
may have lack of nothing. And in this man- 
ner therefore does he addreſs himſelf to the 
idle: Ve hear that there are ſome among you, 
who walk diſorderly, working not at all, but 


are buſy bodies: now them that are ſuch, wwe 


command and exhort by our Lord Jxsus 
CHRIST ; that with quietneſs they work and 
eat their own bread. 2 Theſſ. Ch. iii. 11, 12. 
Feel we then the truth and power of 
theſe principles? do we with to comport 
with the ſpirit and genius of real religion ? 
we ſhall ſet to the proſecution . of our 


worldly 


a” 
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worldly buſineſs, with a ſenſe of Gop's 
authority, and with a regard to his glory: 
avoiding that dreaming, fluggiſh, indolent 
temper, which nods. over its work; avoid- 
ing thoſe ſnares and ſenſual indulgences 
which would rob us. of our time, and unfit 
us for our employment, we ſhall apply to it 
with vigour and diligence. We ſhall ma- 
nage it with trüth and integrity, remem- 
bering that the mnju/t weight and lying 
lips, are an abomination to the Lord. We 
ſhall watch againſt its temptations, with 
humble caution, and with an holy fortitude 
reſiſt them. We'ſhall expend its profits 
with innocence and temperance, or conſe- 
crate them to benevolence and piety ; whilſt 
we ſhall be habitually ſenfible of our need 
of the divine bleſſing, to proſper our labours. 
---And as the buſy, ſo the pleaſing ſcenes 
of life are not to be exempted from the in- 
fluence and guidance of religion. For 
that : 

 Thirdly.---Qur recreations and amuſements 
be governed by the fear of Gop, is another 
thing implied by being therein all the day 
long. The fear of Gon, when it prevails 
with life and conſtancy, will almoſt con- 
tinually preſent to our thoughts thoſe ſub- 
lime, ſerious, and awful truths ; which 
St 1 will 
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will give a compoſure and gravity to the: 
mind : and without” frequent recollection: 
and calm thought, the fear of Gop cannot 


be produced or maintained. But this diſ- 
poſition to think, to make frequent and ſe- 


rious pauſes in life, this turn of the mind 


to divine and heavenly objects, will give a 
reliſh for ſolid and manly pleaſures, and 


cauſe us to look with indifference, if not: 


contempt, on that round of empty and gid- 
dy diverſions : which bars out every. Wor- 
thy reflection, and enfeebles the vigour of. 
the ſoul, When religious principles and 
hopes, to any degree delight and ſway the 
heart, none but innocent diverſions will be 
ehoſen: and they will be indulged only ſo 
far as the rules of prudence and modera- 
tion allow; may I not ſay, only ſo far as 
our ſchemes for immortality, and our hea- 
venly pleaſures can bear. Amuſement will 
not be with us that dull and empty: thing 
it is with thoſe, with whom it is their ſole 
concern and employment. It will diverſify 
life, and whilſtit ſooths our fatigues, it will 
afford us a recruit of ſpirits and vigour, for 
a renewed application to the labours of life, 
or duties of religion. The readineſs with 
which the devout mind frequently turns 
to * great author of good, will not 


be 
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be entirely loſt in the hours. of . diverſion. 
Our very recreations, our capacities to taſte 
their enlivening joys, and the variety of 
objects which .furniſh out an agreeable re- 
laxation from the weariſome ſcenes of buſy 
life, theſe will be regarded as proofs of our 
Creator's goodneſs, as pledges of our hea- 
venly Father's indulgence to the weakneſs 
of our frame, which cannot ſupport along 

and uninterrupted application to bulinels 
and labour. That good intention, with 
which we ſeek them in ſubordination to the 
honour of Gop, and our uſefulneſs in life, 
is a proper expreflion of aur fear of the 
Almighty ; and will even exalt them into 
the rank of . ſervices to him. A juſt concern 
not to offend the deity, will put us on our 


guard; that if our recreations are of a-ſo- 


cial nature, nothing in our temper or our 
words ſhould appear; that is malignant, 
or envious, paſſionate, or unkind, It will 
put us on Our watch, that nothing through 
our fault ſhould convert, what a gracious 
-Gop allows of, as a ſweetner of life, and a 


cement of friendſhip into an occaſion of 


bitterneſs, folly, or miſchief. It may be 
added a reverence for the Almighty, and a 
prevailing deſire of his favour, will ſo re- 
gulate our behaviour in the ſeaſons of 

amuſement 
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amuſement and relaxation, their nature and 


length, that we may not be aſhamed or 
afraid at the cloſe and review of them, to 
implore his bleſſing on the uſe thereof, and 
gratefully to acknowledge his kindneſs in 
the diverſions of life, This we may do, 
with a rational and warm devotion, if we 
ever remember * to indulge ourſelves in 
amufements and diverſions no farther, than 
as they make a part in a ſcheme of rational 
and manly, benevolent and pious con- 
duc ”* o proceed, 

Fourthly. A devout notice of its .events 
and oceurrencet, is another thing meant by 
being in the fear of the Loxp all the day 
N This appears to be evidently al- 
laded to in the text. For as in the courſe 
of human affairs, we cannot fail to meet 
with many inſtances of proſperous wick- 
edneſs, and of ſinners rejoicing in an abun- 
dance of good; the wife man preſcribes 
' 4 conſtant and awful ſenſe of -Gop on the 
mind, as a preſervative againſt envy of their 
. fucceſs, or an imitation of .their conduct, 
through the hope of ſecuring the like. 
Let not thy heart envy ſinners, but be thou in 
the fear of the Lord all the day long. But 
this lively habitual ſenſe of Gop, will not 
merely reſtrain from every thing malignant 
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and ſinful ; it will kindle the better and 
enerous affections. For inſtance, do plea- 
ſing and agreeable events diffuſe ſmiles and 
Joys around us; religion will fill the heart 
with devout gratitude, and open our mouths 
with s of praiſe to the ſouree of eve 

good — The refreſhment of ſleep, the 
ſafety in which we paſs the hours of dark- 
-nefs, the chearful appearance nature again 
reſumes at the opening morning, the re- 

newed exerciſe of our rational powers, the 
proviſton of warm and decent apparel, the 
proſpects of uſefulneſs and en 
opening upon us, with the beginning of 
every day, and the hopes of that eternal day 
of happineſs and glory, ts which the days 
of our mortal life are introductory, theſe 
"things mult be all received and acknow- 
edged, as effects of the divine wiſdom 
and goodneſs.— The progreſs of the 
day will furniſh new occaſions of thankful- 
neſs, and exhibit new and ſucceſlive-proofs 
of Gop's not Teſs gracious. than awful pre- 
fence and government, which a pious mind 
will ſee and feel. The light and warmth 
of the ſun, the health that blooms in oar 
cheeks, and braces our nerves, the proviſion 
that ſpreads. our table, the children. who 
Hondly.claſp our knees, the — 
that 
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that endear our eatthly dwelling, the friends 
whoſe kind and chearful looks gladden the 
ſoul, the books that entertain and improve 
us with their inſtructive pages, the journies 
that have been ſecured from alarming acci- 
dents, and painful diſaſters, our opportuni- 
ties. for exerciſing virtue, .and for a growth 
in wiſdom-and goodneſs; theſe ſhould be 


conſidered as conſtant and unfailing tokens 


of the divine care over us, and ſhould fill us 
with grateful wonder to behold and taſte in 
ſo many agreeable inſtances, how dear we are 
to our. Maker. Not but ictions dark and 
gloomy ſcenes, ſhow a preſent Gop. And 


it is the happineſs, as well as a branch of a 


religious temper, to regard them as the cor- 
rections of his paternal rod, not the i ligns of 
his hatred, or neglect of us. Every diſap- 
pointment, every loſs, every pain, muſt be 
conſidered as having a uſeful part in that 
plan of education: by which our heavenly 
parent is training us up to wiſdom and eter- 
nal life. There are ſome i important graces, 
' Which afflictions are the moſt proper, if not 
the only means of calling into exerciſe and 


carrying to perfection. Mutual compaſ- 


ſion, alms · giving, patience, and reſignation, 
are the fruits of adverſity ; not to lays. that 
diſtreſs and ſorrow -more ſenſibly , „bote 
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the value of our remaining mercies, and 
da lively reliſh for the bliſsful regions 

Fe And ſurely there can be 
no ſettled regard to Gon, «A little devout 
reſpect to his will and goverament, where 
there is not.a ſerious and daily care to che- 
riſh àa temper, that may correſpond to the 
riſing events of life. Meekneſs under pro- 
vocations from tunen, ſubmiſſton under ca- 


lamities from the hand of Gon, under our 


loſſes, heavenly hopes and thankfulneſs for 1 5 
our merties, is the moſt becoming and 
pious method of anſwering the purpoſes of 
the Divine Government, and of actuallß 
bringing about thoſe great ends of moral 
improvement, and of final perfection and 
bliſs, that are the aims of the Almighty's 
over-ruling wiſdom and power,—To ; 
proceed | 
Laftly.----'DThe pious direction of our 
theughts in our folitude, is another thing 
implied by being in the fear of the Lord all 
the aay long. Thoughts (fays Dr. Young, _ 


accordiſ to the uſual doldceſs of his ex- : 


preſſion) are heard in heaven.” It is cer- 
tain on the plaineſt deductions of reaſon, 
and on the cleareſt declarations of ſcrip- 
ture, that Almighty Gop #neweth our dean 
2 nne ** W and 1 — 
H: cughts n 


14162 : SERMON. VII. 
thoughts afar off ; that he compaſſeth our path, 


and our lying down, and is acquainted with 
all our ways. And it is equally. certain, 
that nothing to a good mind can be more 
delightful ; to a wicked mind more awful; 
and to every one more intereſting and awa- 
kening, than this thought,----that- Gop 
is the Inſpector and Judge of our retire- 
ments, and of all the imaginations of the 
heart. In conſequence of this ſolemn truth, 
another object of pious attention offers it- 
ſelf, namely, the management. of our 
thoughts and affections in ſolitude, And 
when religion gives. us the command. of 
them, and quickens us to this inſtance of 
ſelf-government, it affords a ſtriking evi- 
dence of the ſtrength and ſincerity of our 
ſear of Gop. It may be added, that on 
this the peace and purity of our own 
breaſt, the innocence, virtue and uſefulneſs 
of our lives in a very conſiderable degree 
depend. MKeep thy heart with all diligence, 
adviſes the royal preacher ; for, as he ſub- 
joins, out .of the heart are the iſſues of life.---- 
Let it then be our endeavour to think, as 
becomes thoſe who fear the Lord. Such 
will not admit and harbour any unkind ſen- 
timents of others, any impure ideas, any 
fraudulent ſchemes, cr any imaginations of 

| Ds vanity 
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vanity and pride: but they will invite- and 
entertain, embrace and © purſue thoſe 
thoughts, that will raiſe their pious and en- 
large their benevolent affections.  Some- 
times their ſolitude will be improved into a 
ſacred ſeaſon of devout converſe with Gop 
now they will range through the ſpacious 
held of divine knowledge and truth: and 
now on the wings of contemplation and 
faith, they will ſoar on high, and traverſe 
the regions of puri 7 „light and bliſs. At 
other times they will call their actions and 
life to the tribunal of conſcience, examine 
the witneſſes, wait the verdict; and ſubmit 
to the ſentence. - Now they deviſe liberal 
things, or again form the purpoſes of 
pious virtue, or lay ſome ſcheme of uſe- 
fulneſs and ſervice. And when the deſul- 
tory wandering mind haſtens from one 
ſubject of reflection to another, without 
dwelling long enough on any to derive 
pleaſure, or profit from it; the laſt Sermon 
they have heard, or the laſt portion of ſerip- 
ture they have read, ſhall be recollected to 
lend its aſſiſtance to the improvement of the 
ſolitary moments, and to fix the attention 
on ſome agreeable and edifying theme. 
This reminds me of the direction of the 
excellent Dr. Doddridge to a friend on this 

1 point. 
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point. It is, ©* to ſelect ſome one verſe of 
« ſcripture which he had met wich in the 
„ morning, and to treaſure it up in his 
mind, reſolving to think on that at a 

time "when he ſhould be at a lofs for 
s matter of pious reflection in any inter- 
* vals of leisure for entering upon it. This 
“ (heobſerves) will be often as a ſpring; 
% from whence many profitable and de- 
„ flightful thoughts wal ariſe ; which per- 
Sc haps we did not ſee before in that con- 
ec nection and force. Or, if it ſhould not 
„ be o; yet I am perſuaded it will be 
much better to repeat the ſame ſeripture 
in our minds an hundred times in a day 
© with ſome pious ejaculation formed upon 
„it; than to leave our thoughts at the 


<< mercy of all thoſe various trifles, which 


may otherwiſe intrude upon us: the va- 
« riety of which will be far from making 
_ © amends for their vanity.“ * 

This ſeems to be the manner of ſpending 
tach day intimated in the text: or theſe 
things may be very properly included under 
the exhortation, 10 be in the fear of the Lord 

all the day lung. Religion muſt accompany 
us I all the occurrences of the day. 
Our 
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Our devotions, our buſineſs, our recrea- 
tions, the providences of the day and the 
moments of ſolitude, mult all feel its ener- 
SJ. 

"Thins _ dear friends, thus be. it our 
aim to ſpend our days. This habitual re- 
card to Gop, to his authority and accep- 
tance in every cireumſtance, muſt be meant 
by the expreſſions of walting with Ca, 9 Ml 
ſetting the Lord always before us, and eſpecially 
by that, of loving the Lord our GoD with all 
our heart, and ſoul, and mind, and ſtrength.—- 
Much might be ſaid to urge and recom- 
mend it. The conſtant inſpection and 
preſence of his pure and infinite Majeſty; 
his conſtant friendly regard to us, a con- 
deſcending, regard for our welfare, that 
runs through-every/day and every. moment 
of ern, 25 of 8 and 
hourly regard: to his, wilt and favour.- 
But, Chriliang: it muſt be left to you to 
feel theſe obligations, and to make the hap- 
py experiment of their pleaſure and benefit. 
O taſte and ſee that tha ways. of the 
Lord are good :. this courſe will conduce 
to the comfort and uſefulneſs of life. Pur- 
ſue it with increaſing care and vigour; 
yours, you will find, are the joys of bene- 
volence and oratitude---Y ours, afflictions 
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ſoothed with the richeſt conſolations-— 
Yours, the charms of an attractive model 
of pious virtue---Yours, the pleaſures of an 
approving conſcience, and an approving 
Gop.--- Theſe delights and advantages will 
be concluded with the ſerene dignity and 
calm joys of peace and hope in death- - 


and will be ſucceeded by the delights and 


glories of a bliſsful eternity! Amen. 
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NxEMIAR. Ch, xiii. 11. Middle Clauſe, 
n is the Heuſe of GOD far ſalen p- 


HEN the relation of the Deity 
to us as the ſole author, pro- 
prietor and governor of all 
things i in heaven and earth, is conſidered; the 
worſhip of this benevolent and glorious Ma- 
jeſty, evidently appears to be the juſt tribute 
of our homage and. gratitude. When our 
conſtant and abſolute dependence upon him 
is conſidered, as the great Preſerver of the 
world, by whoſe power our being is. ſup- 
ported ; — as its liberal benefactor, by 
whoſe miunificence out wants are ſupplied ; 
to implore his protection, and by humble 
add reſſes to ſeek the benefits, of which he 19 
the inexhauſtible fountain, is plainly ra- 
tional and fit. When it is confidered of 
what uſe and advantage it muſt be to have 
the faith and knowledge of ſo great, bene- 
volent and holy a power maintained. and 
3 the acts of contemplating, adoring 
and 
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and praiſing his name, muſt clearly appear to 
be as ſerviceable, as they are fit. When it 
is conſidered that a devout and lively ſenſe 
of GOD on the mind is the moſt effectual 
reſtraint upon all iniquity and vice; it is 
the dictate of wiſdom and of virtuous zeal 
to uſe the moſt public methods of promot- 
ing and kindling a ſtrong and general ſenſe 
of the Deity. When it is conſidered, how 
much our ſentiments are enlarged and im- 
proved, and our joys raiſed and heightened 
by ſociety, public worſhip is on this ac- 
count a wiſe and rational ſervice; as it 
brings the advantages of ſociety into reli- 
gion, and by pouring the additional plea- 
fures of ſympathy into the heart, it enhances 
the glow and fatisfactions of devotion, 
When it is remembered; that inſtructions 
and diſcourſes on the intereſting branches 
and motives of religious virtue are joined to 
the acts of adoration and praiſe; the pub- 
lic inftitutions of religion riſe in uſe and im- 
portance ; the Houſe of Gop hereby be- 
comes the ſchool. of religious virtue, and a 
ſeminary of wiſdom to train us up in the 
nobleſt habits. In a word, when it is con- 
ſidered ; that the public worſhip of the one 
Gop and Father of All, is a powerful ce- 
ment of love and union amongſt men; 0 

at 


SERMON VIII. 171 


that by it the weighty truths of religion are 
made known and impreſſed, come to be 
declared and felt; how reaſonable is it mu- 
tually to exhort each other and ſay, Come ye; 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
houſe of the God of Jacob come let us ſerve 
the Lord in the beauty of holineſs.---Indeed on 
theſe principles, public worſhip has gained 
the approbation and countenance of all ages 
and nations. The wiſeſt law-givers have 
uſed the aids thereof to ſupport public vir- 
tue and happineſs. From the earlieſt times, 
ſeaſons have been appointed; days and hours 
devoted to the performance of ſacred offi- 
ces; altars have been raiſed and temples 
built. The law of Moſes enacted various 
times and days, for the whole community 
to engage in religious duties. Our divine 
pattern regularly attended the ſervices of 
the Jewiſh ſynagogue. The primitive 
Chriſtians conſtantly aſſembled together on 
the firſt day of the week (which very early 
received the name of the Lord's day) for fel- 
lowſhip, breaking of bread and prayer: be- 
fides that, till the whole Jewiſh diſpenſa- 
tion was aboliſhed, they joined in the ſer- 
vices and ſolemnities of the Jewiſh ſab- 
baths and ſynagogues. Chriſtianity has 
given a new ſanction to public a 0-5 
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the appointment of baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper to maintain the public profeſſion 
of religion; and by the encouraging pro- 
miſe of our Saviour's gracious preſence ; 
wherever two. or three are gathered together in 
his name. It goes further; it reprefents 
ſocial devotion, as the ſpring of the tranſ- 
ports, happy ſpirits enjoy in the regions of 
pure and immortal bliſs. Now after ſuch 
a coneurrence, ſuch an harmony of proots 
to illuſtrate the importance of aſſembling 
ourſelves together; ſince it is plainly to be 
deduced from theſe conſiderations, that we 
are bound by every poſſible obligation to 
keep up with decency and decorum the ſo- 
lemn offices of public devotion; it may be 
juſtly aſked, with ſurprize and reſentment 
and grief in the language of the text; 
W. hy is the Houſe of GOD forſaken ? Why 
are its walls left empty and its ſervices 
{lighted ? 

1 am ſenſible theſe words * not origi- 


nally refer to the conduct of thoſe, who 


abſent themſelves from the Houſe of Gop; 
but to ſome abuſes and neglects of another 
kind. That wiſe and pious reformer NE- 
HEMIAH had difcovered, that the portion 
and pay of the Levites and Singers, either 
through. a remiſſneſs in collecting it, or 
through 
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through the baſeneſs of the collectors, had 
been withheld from them: and that for 
want of due enceuragement, they had fled 
every one to his freld, and repaired to the 
cultivation of their eſtates, inſtead of work- 
ing and ſerving in the Houſe of Gop. 
And ] perceived (ſays he) that the 1 — 
the Levites had not been given them 
Levites and Singers that did the 3 were 


fied every one to his oft: and then cnrended r 


"with the Rulers and ſaid : why-1s the Houſe of 


GOD forſaken ? Not only the found of the 


words, but the occaſion of the remon- 
france, juſtify the application of them to 
any inſtance of conduct, which ſhows a 

contempt and neglect of the Deity. I am 
ſorry that under the diſpenſation of the 
goſpel, when the encouragements and mo- 
tives to the offices of devotion, are ſo ani- 


mating and urgent, that there ſhould be 


any reaſon to contend, though with the 
ſpirit of meeknels, and the force of argu- 
ment with Chriſtians, and to ſay, Why is 
the Houſe of GOD forſaken and Sighted ? 
But the many vacancies viſtble in our 
places of public worſhip, are too evident 
proofs of abſence from, and indiffe- 
rence to the offices of devotion performed 
there: . proofs that the obligations thereto 


are 
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are either weakly evaded, or elfe ſet aſide by 


the force of ſtronger and juſter reaſons 
on either ſuppoſition it is fit in a matter 
ſo important, fairly to hear, and candidly 
to debate it. Let the excuſes for abſence 
be alledged, and their weight be tried, 
They, who ſupport religion by a ſerious 
and conſtant attendance on its public ſer- 
vices, will be confirmed in their pious con- 


duct: and poflibly ſome, who ſeldom viſit 


the Houſe of Gop may be awakened to 
zeal, regularity and diligence in counte- 
nancing its ſolemnities by their preſence. 


Let me aſk then, hy is the Houſe of GOD 


forſaken? And the pleas, by which an ab- 


ſence from it is defended, ſhall be produced 
and conſidered : and from hence will the 


improvement of the ſubject naturally 
ariſe. 5 


Firſt. The cafe of ſome is: that in 
this they are entirely governed by motives 
of a worldly nature, by the calls of profit or of 


_ pleaſure. The emergencies of buſineſs, and 


the hurry of their affairs through the week, 
they urge, leave them no time to oft their 


Accounts; or elſe fome ſudden call, ſome 


important matter ariſes, that will admit of 
no delay; and they are obliged to employ 
[thoſe hours in the warehouſe, or compting- 

| Houſe ; 
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houſe; which fhould be filled up by an at- 
tendance at Gon's Houſe. There are thoſe, 
whoſe frequent abſence is occaſioned by 
aſſociating with company, to whom the 
worſhip of Gov. is a ſtrange and irkſome 
work ; and by forming parties of pleaſure 
and entertainment, that will not bear the 
interruption of ſuch ſerious work, as the 
inſtructions of religion and the offices of 
devotion. And thoſe there are, who in 
violation of the laws of 'decency and their 
country, ſtay at home to keep open the 
houſes of public reſort, and to draw the 
intoxicating liquor for an idle, diſſolute, 
and drunken race. Of this nature are the 
hindrances to the worſhip of Gop, buſinefs 
and pleaſure produce. It is an unde- 
niable principle, that trade and. pleaſure 
are both in themſelves lawful and innocent: 
but certainly they may be carried beyond 
the bounds of moderation and reaſon : cer- 
tainly they are not our higheſt concerns; 
and certainly they are not to be purſued to 
the neglect of piety and virtue, to the neglect 
of ourbeſt i improvement, of God, and of pub- 
lic happineſs: and yet thus eriminal and dan- 
gerous is the purſuit of them ; when they leave 
us no time tor the worſhip of Gop, and the 
care of the foul : when they fo wholely en- 
groſs 
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groſs and delight our hearts, that we can- 


not ſpare from them that ſhort portion of 
time ; reaſon and ſcripture both call on us 
to redeem from them, and to devote to di- 
vine and eternal intereſts. And let it be 
obſerved, that the interval of the Lokp's 
day, religiouſly obſerved, fo far from inter- 
fering with the demands of buſineſs and the 
views of pleaſure, would really aſſiſt and 
advance both. For it would produce an 
agreeable change in the employment of our 
thoughts, affections and time: it would 
cauſe a reſt from the cares and joys, which 
at the beſt fatigue and cloy: and it would 
give our return to them a new reliſh, But 
was it not fo. It is a plea that will never 
ſtand the teſt of reaſon, or the tribunal of 
the great Judge; My own advantage cauſed 
me to neglect the honour of Ged : my own plea- 


ſure prevailed above the will of my heavenly 


Father. I was too deeply engaged, and 60 
much amuſed with the things of time to mind 
the interefts of eternity. But why, ſay TI, 
this plea will never bear us out before the 
Sovereign Judge; whilſt it has been dwelt 
upon, have you not felt its weakneſs ? Has 


not the mention excited inward confuſion 
and ſhame! ? 
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Secondly.—-It is a pretence apparently 
more reaſonable, and doubtleſs not ſo repug- 
nant to piety; under which others take ſhelter. 
They alledge the diſtance of their dwellings 
from the Houſe of God, the badneſs of the 
roads leading thither at ſome ſeaſons of the 
year; or the want of health to go abroad, 
or the inclemency of the weather. No 
not to ſay that there are in almoſt every 
Chriſtian ſociety, even in the preſent 
low ſtate of pious zeal, ſome (Gon be 
praiſed) who chearfully ſurmount many, 
if not a concurrence of theſe inconveni- 
ences, by their preſence to keep up and 
enjoy the benefits of public worſhip : not 
to ſay that the ſincerity of our love to Gop 
is more plainly evinced, and more ſtrongly 
proved, by the difficulties we ſurmount to 
_ teſtify and expreſs it: not to ſay, that the 
reality of theſe difficulties will be diſcerned 
and known by others ; and will hereby 
render our example in a diligent and con- 
{ant attendance on God's Houfe, notwith- 
ſtanding them, much more edifying and in- 
ſtructive: not to ſay, the more pains we 
are at to ſerve. Gon, and glorify his 
name; more ſecure will be our title to his 
favour, and more great and diſtinguiſhing 
the degrees of our future reward and dig- 
2 25 N nity. 
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nity. Not to inſiſt on theſe things; the 
force and merit of theſe excuſes may be 
determined by this ſingle and plain queſ- 
tion, namely : whether the ſame cauſe 
would keep us at home, was the Houſe of 
Gob a. place for holding a market or fair, 
where we might traffick for gain, or par- 
take of any public diverſions ? or whether 
we in fact do not readily and often riſe 
above theſe hindrances; when profit or en- 
tertainment invite us to the places of buy- 
ing or ſelling, and the houſes of amuſement 
and pleaſure? If ſo: this plea is as weak 
as the former, betrays a prevailing indiffe- 
rence to Gop, and diſcovers an inordinate 
attachment to this world.----Conſidered in 
the moſt favourable light, it is commonly 
the plea of indolence and ſloth; from which 
the awful awakening ſanctions of religion 
ſhould rouſe us; if the gratitude and love 
of our ſouls to the beſt of Beings is not ar- 
dent and lively enough to carry us ſuperior 
to ſuch flight inconveniences and ſuffer. 
ings, with which his ſervice may be at- 
tended. Who of us would not. be aſhamed 


to urge this excuſe ; if we recollected the 


trials of cruel mockings and ſcourgings, of 
the loſs of goods, of bonds and of impriſon- 

ments, which through their zeal for 500 
| an 
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and his houſe, multitudes of worthy Confeſ- 
ſors and Martyrs have endured ? Yet this 
plea is often ſuffered to prevail to the neg- 
lect of the public inſtitutions of religion: 
eſpecially when, as is frequently the caſe, 
it is ſupported by the apology ; by which 
others excuſe their abſence from the Houſe 
of GOD, namely, in the 

Third place That by reading valua- 
ble diſcourſes on the ſubjects of religious 
truth and practice, by the peruſal of the 
ſcriptures, and by private prayer, they can 
fill up the ſeaſons of public worſhip at 
home, even more to their edification and 
pleaſure, than by an attendance on the ſo- 
cial offices of devotion.----Doubtleſs the 
application of the mind to the ſervices of 
piety and the ſtudy of the ſcriptures, and of 
religion, is both a rational and neceſſary 
employment of our thoughts and time 
but to make theſe duties a pleafor the omiſ- 
ſion of the more public duties of religion, 
juſtly raiſes ſome fuſpicions and fears, that 
even theſe are not attended to ſo ſeriouſly; ſo 


devoutly, as is pretended. For methinks 


the ſame principle of piety, the ſame deſire 
of moral improvement, would urge them 
to go to the Houſe of Gop, and carry them 
to the aſſemblies of his people. But let 

44 | 2 charity 
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charity believe, that the time, by others 
conſecrated to the public, is by them ſpent 
in the private worſhip of Gop.: ſti} the ex- 


cuſe is weak and the neglect is criminal. 


Hereby the promiſe of our divine maſter 
and friend to bleſs, by his gracious preſence 
thoſe, who meet together in his name, is 
treated with contempt; as if we had no 


ſenſe of its value, or no faith in its accom- 
pliſhment. One clear and important duty, 


a duty grounded on the plaineſt principles 
of reaſon, and ſupported by the ſanction of 
GOD's word, is omitted and violated. One 
apt and proper, one preſcribed and neceſſary 
means of preſerving the life and vigour of 
religion in the ſoul, is with an unbecoming 
and dangerous indifference neglected. We 
abſurdly exclude the happy and pleaſing in- 
fluence of ſociety from religion: when we 
readily endeavour to promote the ſucceſs of 
the ſchemes of buſineſs, and to heighten the 
joys of amuſement, by making both pub- 
ic and ſocial. They, who alledge this 

pretence conſider not, that inſtructive, ju- 
dicious and pathetic diſcourſes, read by 
themſelves in retirement, want ſome. advan- 
tages; meaner diſcourſes, (if not wholely 
trifling and unintereſting) may claim, when 
delivered from the pulpit. For, whereas 
the 
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the former enter only by the eyes; the lat- 
ter more fenfibly awaken, and command at- 
tention by ſtriking upon the ears, whilſt the 
fight of the ſpeaker contributes to their 
force; if his manner is not particularly 
falſe and difguſting. They conſider not 
that the warmth of devotion grows more 
ardent, by being mutual: and that they 
deprive themſelves of that acceptance, with 
which Gop hearkens to the united prayers 
of the righteous. And, which is of main 
weight to expoſe the weakneſs and guilt of 
this plea, hereby they withhold their pub- 
lic teſtimony to the perfections and govern - 
ment of Gon: This is not confeffing 
CnRIS H before men; but neglecting the 
moſt natural and effectual means of per- 
petuating his name, and of ſupporting his 
cauſe, Our retired and ſolitary devotion 
may have its advantages and pleaſures ; but 
it cannot teach and affect others: when hid 
from the world, it cannot enlighten. the 
world ; and the beauties of holineſs cannot 
attract imitation, when they are not, ex- 
poſed to view. On the whole, it may be 
left to their own reaſon and conſcience to 
decide ; whether private devotion, though 
of excellent uſe can atone for the neglect of 
public. And ſuch, who under this pre- 
a N 3 tence 
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tence actually fill up the hours of public 
worſhip with vain converſation, unſeaſona- 
ble walking, fleep, buſineſs, or any thing, 
rather than prayer to their Maker: Such 
cannot forget the guilt, or not fear the ef- 
fects of this vile hypocriſy; or however 
they may forget it : Jet them not = longer 
be deceived; GOD cannot be deceived, 
and will not be mocked ! 7 
Fourthly----The Houſe of GOD is for- 
ſaken by others, becauſe they imagine 
their knowledge is ſo clear and extenſive, 
and their minds ſo well informed, that 
they can expect to hear nothing from the 
preacher, but what they are well acquaint- 
ed with already.----However, this apology 
may flatter themſelves, it ſavours but lit- 
tle of humility and candour : and it is to- 
tally inſufficient to juſtify their conduct. 
For let it be granted, that it would be 
highly improper for the preacher to inſiſt 
on thoſe topics, which would appear new 
to them ; or to canvaſs religious matters. ſo 
thoroughly, or to enter ſo deep into them, 
as would entertain and improve their ex- 
alted and refined minds: ſince prudence 
and charity oblige him to inſiſt upon thoſe 
plain and common ſubjects, that are level 
to the capacities of unlearned hearers; yet 
5 there 


. 


i 


SE RM ON. VII. 183 


there is that weight, that importance, that 
univerſal moment in the common and 


plaineſt ſubjects of religious inſtructions, 


that always give them a claim to the ſerious 


regard of the moſt improved underſtand- 
ings. It will ſhow an amiable condeſcen- 


fon, not to ſay a peculiar happineſs of 
mind, to ſeek improvement from diſcourſes 


beneath their judgment and taſte. There. 


is a great and material. difference between. 
the knowledge of the head, and the good- 


neſs of the heart: and notorious defects 


in the latter, often. meet together with 
high attainments. in the former. And the 


public inſtitutions. of. religion, though they 


might not advance that, would much tend 


to cure and remove theſe. It muſt not be 


forgotten, nor can it be denied; that as to 
the truths we are fully. acquainted with, 
they are too apt to ſlip from our memories: 
and amidſt a variety of worldly cares and 
delights, the impreſſions too eaſily die away 
from the mind. Though we cannot there- 
fore be informed, we need to be put in re- 
membrance of them: though we are eſta- 


bliſhed in the knowledge of them, it is high- 


ly neceſſary to recollect them: and to be 
reminded and admoniſhed f thoſe things 
we do know, will revive our ſenſe of them, 
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and give them new force and ftrength, new | 


life and power.---Look, Sirs ! to Jesus 
ChRIST, the wiſdom of Gop, and the 
glorious image of his purity and goodneſs, 
Did he conſider his exalted views, his emi- 
nent holineſs, as ſetting aſide the obliga- 
tions and uſefulneſs of public worſhip. No! 
you are very ſenſible, that while the night 
was frequently conſecrated by him to pri- 
vate devotion ; he always attended the ſer- 
vices of the temple and ſynagogue, that he 
might do the will of his Father, and be 
an example to us. He has thus taught the 
wiſeſt and beſt of us to put a great value 
upon the ſolemnities of Gop's Houſe. He 


has taught us to follow his ſteps, by leav- 


ing an example of humility, obedience and 
zeal in this reſpect, that may inſtruct and 
edify others.----Here, (our own improve- 
ment in knowledge and holineſs ſet aſide) 
here is one great motive, one undeniable 
obligation to the offices-of ſocial devotion ; 
namely, that hereby we countenance reli- 
gion, and appear publickly for Gop and vir- 


tue. It is a duty we owe t GOD, to uſe 


every method of preſerving the belief, and 


the lively apprehenſion of his good and ve- 


nerable, of his kind and univerſal govern- 


ment in the earth. It is a duty we owe 1 


man, 
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man, to promote and encourage by our own 
practice an attendance upon the inſtrumen- 
tal duties of religion; which are fo expe- 
dient, ſo neceſſary for the inſtruction and 
improvement of the generality, and which 
actually are of conſiderable uſe to a part of 
them: a duty, to which our ſuperior wiſ- 
dom adds a peculiar obligation; for that 
will give our example weight, and render 
it more ſtriking and efficacious.---But to 
diſmiſs this plea : it ſhould be obſerved and 
remembered ; it entirely leaves out and 
looſes fight of one principal part of the em- 
ployment and ſervices of Gop's Houſe, 
namely, the exerciſes of devotion. We af- 
femble together to worſhip the Almighty, 
as well as to be inſtrufted : we meet toge- 
ther not only to learn his will, but to adore 
his perfections, to celebrate his goodneſs, 
and to implore his benediction on ourſelves, 
our friends, our country, and on mankind. 
This is an excellent ſervice : this opens a 
ſource of continual improvement and joy: 
this reſembles the employment of angels, 
and will conſtitute our nobleſt buſineſs in 
the world of perfection and bliſs. By this 
we make mention of the loving-kindneſs 
of Gop, and advance his honour and glory. 
On the whole, it may be replied to this 50 

cuſe 
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cuſe, in the words of a ſenſible writer. 
That man who thinks himſelf too wiſe. 
<< to be taught, gives ſo much evidence 
<«< againſt himſelf, and proves that he is not 
« fo. And he who thinks himſelf above 
© the. ordinary means of religion, has 
5 never. felt its proper influence on his 
heart. Converſing with Gop is an em- 
% ployment, in which a good man will al- 
« ways find ſatisfaction and improve- 
* . | | 

Such are the pleas by which men defend. 
and juſtify an abſence from the Houſe of 
Gop.---There is an excuſe rather different 
from thoſe we have mentioned, but fre- 
quently improved into an occaſion of 
ſtrengthening the two laſt pleas: it is de- 
rived from the caſe of thoſe, who are ſo 
ſituated, that the immoralities of the 
preacher, or the errors and abſurdities min- 
gled with the public devotions, are great 
obſtacles to their attendance on them. But 
this argument muſt looſe in general much 
of its force: when it is conſidered, that in 
all parts of our country, numerous places 
of public worſhip are opened not only by 
the connivance, but by the authority of go- 
vernment : where none officiate as Miniſ- 
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ters, but who are appointed thereto by the 
voluntary choice of the people : and where 
the devotions not being reſtrained and directed 
by human laws, * room is left for continual 
improvements and corrections, and liberty 
to conduct them on the principles of rea- 
ſon and the goſpel. Theſe are material 
advantages; and very favourable to the 
pleaſures and efficacy of public. worſhip. 
Advantages to be chearfully embraced, 
though at ſome expence and inconveni- 
ence by them: who are ſo far directed by 
reaſon and conſcience, as to prefer the ho- 
nour of the Deity, the purity of his wor- 
ſhip, and their own beſt improvement to 
eaſe, and the love of money. 
What weight and ſtrength there is in any 
of theſe pleas ; let it be left to every can- 
did and honeſt mind to determine.---Not 
but they admoniſh the min;/ters of religion 
to uſe every method pious zeal can ſugyeſt, 
and wiſdom dictate, to render the public de- 
votions rational, ſolemn and fervent; and 
their public inſtructions judicious and af- 
fecting: that they who Erfake the 8 
0 


* The Author ſcarcely needs to obſerve, that he re- 
fers to the caſe of PRoTEsTANntT DiSSENTERS ; Whole 
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of Gop, may be invited to it by the clear 
proſpeAs of profit and delight; and may 
be allured by the beauties and decencies of 
holineſs. Not but they admonith all, 
who conſcientiouſly aſſemble together to 
ſupport the ordinances of religion, to re- 
commend them by their grave and com- 
poſed behaviour in the performance, and 
by the viſible effects of them in the purity 
and goodneſs of their tempers and lives: 
that the benefits and decorum, the reaſon- 
ableneſs and advantages of public worſhip,. 
may be ſeen, admired and felt. 

Though after all we can do for its ſup- 
port and efficacy : this indifference to the 
Houſe of Gov and its duties, is a malady 
of too malignant a nature to be ſo cured. 
The apologies that have been now intro- 
duced and conſidered, there is too much 
reaſon to ſuſpect, are mere pretences; under 
which the real cauſe is concealed. Give 
me leave to mention it, and to charge it on 
the conſcience plainly. Men are indifferent 
to religion: they are little concerned about 
the favour of Gor, and the happineſs of 
the other world: therefore is the Houſe 
of Gop forſaken. There is in the heart 
an inward ſettled indiſpoſition, to the ſeri - 
ous offices of devotion: therefore are pleas 

framed, 


ing or afternoon's ſervice on the Loxp's 
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framed, and every idle excuſe is catched at, 
by which they may appear to defend their 
abſence from them. Hence, when they do 
come to the Houſe of Gop, whatever tends 
to awaken, diſguſts them. Their light and 
airy behaviour during prayer, ſhows that 
the worſhip of Gop is far from their 
thoughts: and the eaſy manner, in which 
they purpoſely ſer themſelves to ſleep un- 
der the ſermon, ſhows, that they do not care 
to know the branches, or to bel the obli- 
gations of religious virtue. No wonder 
alſo, when they are conſcious to no holy 
reliſh for the duties of devotion, and to no 
ſtrong ſenſe of eternal things : that they 
can eaſily ſatisfy themſelves in a partial at- 
tendance on the Houſe of God. The morn- 


day, is frequently to give way to conve- 
nience, profit or pleaſure: not to mention 
the total neglect ol it on other days. Six days 
in the week ſhall be devoted to the calls of 
buſineſs and amuſement, and ſcarcely one 
day can be allowed for thoſe ſolemn ſer- 
vices, in which it is our privilege and ho- 
nour religiouſly to engage; it is to be righ- 
teous over-much, thus to employ the whol- 
of this day. To his own maſter and 

8 ? | Judge 
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judge doth every man ſtand and fall: far 
be it from a Chriſtian and a preacher, 
raſhly to paſs ſentence on any one ! but 
certainly, if we were even half as eager 
about the ſervices of Gop, and the concerns 
of a future eternal ſtate; as we are fondly 
buſy about the things of this life; we 

| ſhould not allow ourſelves to be ſo often 
and eaſily miſſing from the Houſe of Gon. 
If there is a GoD who will reward 
them, that diligently ſeek him. If 
the offices of a Mediator, through whom 

we are to preſent our addreſſes to the Al- 
mighty, and the ordinances of worſhip, 
are the appointments of Gop: And 
if there is an eternal ſabbath, a perfect and 
immortal reſt reſerved for the people of 
Gop: If theſe things are ſo; we 
ſhall doubtleſs entertain very different 
thoughts of our abſence from Gop's Houſe 
hereafter to what we nato. admit. 

In a word, let us not forſake the aſſem- 
bling of ourſelves together, as the manner 
of too many is, but let us exhort one ano- 
ther to go up to the Houſe of Gop : and 
Jo much the more, as ye ſee the eternal day 
approaching. So prepare your minds for 
the diſcoveries of the regions of know- 
Jedge 
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ledge and truth: and ſo learn the notes 
of angels, till you ſhall at length fall in 
with their ſongs, and join the choir of ex- 
.alted and glorified ſpirits, Amen. 
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To the READER, 


H E following tranſlation is ſub- 
joined to theſe diſcourſes, becauſe it 
falls in with the deſign of their publica- 
tion, that of inſtilling into the minds of 
youth, the ſentiments of wiſdom and vir- 
tue, It is inſcribed to a young gentle- 
man of rank and fortune : who, it is pro- 
bable, lived under the government of Eva- 
goras, King of Cyprus, [ſocrates. 
the author, was a citizen of Athens, and 
the moſt celebrated rhetorican of his age. 
He was born about the 8th Olympiad, and 
436 years before CHRIST. The weak- 
neſs of his voice, and his almoſt unſurmoun- 
table timidity, prevented his appearing in 
public. This induced him to open a ſchool 
for the inſtruction of youth in eloquence : 
which was a fruitful nurſery of great 
men. However he did .not entirely re- 
nounce the care of public affairs; and 
as Others ſerved their country viva vote in 
the public aſſemblies, Iſocrates contributed 
to its welfare by his writings, and theſe 
being ſoon made public, were eagerly 
ſought 


To the READER. 


ſought after. Upon the news of the defeat 
of the Athenians, by Philip, at the bat- 
.tle of Chæronea; he could not ſurvive the 
misfortune -of » his country, and died of 
orief, after having continued four days 
without eating. He was then fourſcore 
and eighteen, or an hundred years old. 
His diſcourfes had no other tendency but 
to inſpire ſtates, princes, and even private 
perſons with ſentiments of probity, honour, 
fidelity, moderation, juſtice, love of the 
public good, zeal for the preſervation of li- 
berty, and reſpect for the ſanctity of oaths, 
the faith of treaties, and for all that re- 
lates in any manner to religion.---The an- 
nexed ſententious piece abounds with Juſt 
remarks, and fine thoughts. 

See Rollin's Antient Hiſtory, V. IV. P. 
289, and 328, 8vo. edition; and his Hiſ- 
tory of the Arts and Sciences of the an- 
tients, V. III. P. 128--133, 8vo, And Ar- 
gu mentum a Wolho. 
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N: many inſtances, Nemonicus, we diſ- 
cover a great contrariety in the ſenti- 
ments of the good, and the opinions of the 
wicked. The greateſt difference is diſcer- 
nible in their mutual intimacies. Theſe 
treat their friends with reſpe& only when 
they are preſent: theſe maintain an affec- 
tion for theirs, when at a diſtance from 
them. A ſhort period will diffolve the in- 
timacies of the wicked : but eternity can- 

not deſtroy the friendſhip of the good. 
As in my apprehenſion, the candidates 
for glory and lovers of learning, ought to 
imitate the good, but. not the wicked ; 
1 have addreſſed this diſcourſe to you, a 
teſtimony of the friendſhip between us, and 
a memorial of my intimacy with Hipponi- 
cus. For it is proper that the friends, as 
well as eſtate of a father, ſhould be entailed 
on the ſon. Fortune ſmiles upon my de- 
ſign, and the preſent opportunity concurs 
with me; for you deſire inſtruction, it is 
my province to inſtruct others : you apply 
X to 
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to the ſtudy of philoſophy ; and I aſſiſt 


the enquirers after it. N 

They who compoſe pleadings * for their 
friends, are engaged in a good work: but 
are not employed in the moſt excellent 
branch of philoſophy. They who direct 
vouth, not how to exerciſe their powers in 
cratory, but how they may torm virtuous 
habits, thefe render their diſciples a more 
material ſervice; in as much as the former 
lead only to eloquence, but the latter re- 
gulate the conduct, Therefore it is not 
our deſign to addreſs you in a perſuaſive 
harangue; but to lay before you the pre- 
cepts of wiſdom. We would point out 
what purſuits ſhould engage youth; from 
what actions they ſhould abſtain ; with 
whom they ſhould converfe ; and what 
plan of life they ſhould follow. 

For they only, who walk according to 
theſe rules of life, can attain to genuine 
virtue: than which, no poſſeſſion is more 
valuable or permament. Beauty is deſtroyed 
by age, and impaired by ſickneſs. Riches 
miniſter rather.to vice than goodneſs, allur- 


ing 


* It was a general cuſtom in thoſe times, for perſons 


{killed in oratory, to compoſe pleadings for ſuch as had 
occaſion for them, | 


To DEMONICUS. 


ing youth to ſenſual indulgences. Strength 
under the conduct of prudence, is advan- 
tageous; but without it, is injurtous to 
the poſſeſſors. If exerciſed, it is an or- 
nament to the body: but it obſcures the 
faculties of the mind. Virtue is the ſole 
poſſeſſion, that accompanies in old age, 
thoſe, in whoſe minds it hath, without 
ſtain, been progreſſive with their years. It 
is more valuable than riches, and more 
uſeful than nobility of birth. It makes 
thoſe attainments eaſy, that to others are 
impoſſible; and ſupports with fortitude the 
circumſtances, that terrify the multitude. 
It regards inaCtivity as a reproach ; but 
ſelf-exertion as an honour, -We ſee this 
in the labours of Hercules, and the actions 
of Theſeus; whoſe virtuous manners 
have enſtamped on their actions ſuch marks 
of glory: that time will not be able to ſink 
their deeds into oblivion. 

Not but that the recollection of your fa- 
ther's conduct, will furniſh you from your 
own family, with a fine model of my pre- 
cepts. For he did not ſpend his life neg- 
tigent of virtue, or indulging to ſloth, But 
he exerciſed his body with labours :. and 
his ſoul was inured to difficulties. He 
was free from the exceſſive love of riches, 

and 
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and enjoyed preſent things as one liable to 
death; but managed his fortune with as 
much ceconomy, as if he was immortal. 
Neither did he live in a mean and niggardly 
manner: but was elegant, magnificent, 
and liberal to his friends. Among whom 
he numbered rather thoſe, who bore an af- 
fection for him; than thoſe allied by fa- 
mily. For he thought that a good temper 
was a firmer bond of intimacy than laws; 
and a ſimilitude of manners than family: 
and choice than neceſſity. The time would 
fail me, was I toreckon up all his actions: 
on other occaſions we ſhall exhibit a more 
accurate view of. them, | 

We have now offered only a ſpecimen 
of Hyponicus's diſpoſition ; as a model, ac- 
cording to which you ought to live; re- 
garding his conduct as a law, and becom- 
ing both the imitator and rival of your fa- 
ther's virtues. It js a ſhame, that painters 
ſhould draw beautiful animals; and yet 
children not imitate their virtuous aneeſ- 
tors. Let it be a principle. with you, that 
a wreſtler ought not more vigoroully to, 
ſtrive with his antagoniſt, than you ſhould 
vie with your father in his purſuits. But 
it is impoſſible the mind ſhould be thus at- 
tected, unleſs it is fraught with many good 
ty leſſons. 
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leſſons. Moderate labours add ſtrength to 
the body : good ſtudies increaſe the vigour 


of the ſoul. Therefore I will endeavour - 


to ſhow you conciſely, by what purſuits 
you will, in my judgment, make the greateſt 
advancement in virtue : and conciliate the 
favour of all men. 


In the firſt place, reverence the Gods 3 


expreſs this not only by ſacrifices, but by 
a religious obſervance of oaths : for that 
is a mark of wealth: this a proof of inte- 
grity of manners.---Worſhip the Deity 

always, but eſpecially in the public ſolem- 
nities of religion: for thus you will at 
once ſhew, that you. ſacrifice to the Gods, 


and obey the laws..————Behave to your 
parents, as you would with your children 
ſhould behaye to you.— Uſe rather the 


bodily exerciſes. that conduee to health, 
than to ſtrength : you will ſecure this end, 
if you deſiſt from exerciſe, whilſt you have 
ſufficient vigour to follow it. What 
things it is a ſhame to practice ; reckon 
inconſiſtent with goodneſs to mention. 
—ghew no approbation of the horſe- 
laugh, nor countenance the bold talker : 
the former is fooliſh, the latter betrays a 


want of fenſe.,—Accuſtom yourſelf to look 


compoſed, but not auſtere ; by this Jos 
. 2dr Wi 
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will appear to be proud; but by that to be 


Be aſſured a decorum of be- 


wiſe. 


haviour, modeſty, integrity, and tempe- 


rance, are the beſt ornaments. For in all 
theſe things does the diſcipline of youthful 
years conſiſt. If you have been guilty 
of a baſe action, never expect to conceal 
it: and if you ſhould conceal it from others, 
ou will be conſcious to it yourſelf.—..— 
N the Deity. Honour your parents. 
Treat your friends with reſpect. 
Obey the laws, follow the pleaſures that 
are of good report. Pleaſure joined with 


virtue is eligible : without it, is deſpicable. 


Be afraid of malicious flanders, 
though they ſhould be falſe ; for the gene- 
rality are ignorant of the truth; but pay 
a great difterence to common fame. 
Do every thing, as one who does not wiſh 


to be concealed from any man : for thou oh 


ou ſhould hide any action for a time, you 
will afterwards be detected.- You will 


effectually ſecure eſteem, if it appears that 
you never practiſe yourſelf, the things you 


would reprove in others. If you love 
learning, you will make a great profici- 
ency in it. Preſerve by exerciſe, the know- 
ledge you have attained ; and add to it new 


branches of ſcience you have not yet learnt. 
For 
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For it is as much unbecoming not to im- 
bibe the uſeful inſtructions we have heard; 
as not to receive the valuable offers of a 
friend,--Spend the leiſure of life in a chear- 
ful attendance on the precepts of wiſdom. 
So you will attain with eaſe, to the know- 
ledge of what others diſcover with difficul- 
ty. Let it be amaxim with you, that man 
lectures of virtue far ſurpaſs great wealth: 
the latter will ſoon fail us: the former will 
endure for ever. Wiſdom alone of all our 
poſſeſſions is immortal. Grudge not 
the pains of a long journey, to attend the 
profeſſors of uſeful knowledge. It is a 
ſhame, when merchants paſs over ſuch great 
ſeas to advance their fortunes, that youth 
ſhould refuſe travelling by land for the im- 
provement of their minds. 

Let your deportment be affable, and 
your addreſs courteous. It is one inſtance 
of affability, to accoſt thoſe we meet; and 
of courteouſneſs, to uſe benevolent expreſ- 
lions. Treat all with kindneſs, but form 
intimacies with the worthieſt: thus you 
will not be indifferent to the former; and 
will win the love of the latter.- Avoid too 
frequent converſations with the ſame per- 
ſons, and too long on the ſame ſubjects: 
for every thing may be carried to 1 

| £ nure 
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Inure yourſelf to voluntary labours, that 
you may be able to ſupport thoſe that are 
unavoidable, 

Exereiſe a perfect command over thoſe 
things, where the ſoul will be diſgraced by 
a ſubjection: ſuch are gain, wrath, plea- 
ſure, and grief.--You will be ſuperior to 
the firſt ; if- you eſteem as the trueſt gain ; 
not what will make an acceſſion to your 
wealth, but what will advance your repu- 
tation. To anger : if you behave to- 
wards them that offend you, as you would 
think it reaſonable others ſhould treat your 
faults. To ſenſual gratifications, if it is 
a maxim with you : that it is ignominous 
to be a maſter of ſervants, but a ſlave to 
pleaſure. To grief: if you conſider 


the calamities of others: and remember 


that you are a man. 

Keep what is communicated to you in 
the confidence of converſation, with more 
exact fidelity than the money entruſted to 
your care. The life of a good man ought 
to command more credit than an oath. 
Reckoa it no leſs fit to diſtruſt the wicked, 
than to confide in the good. —Divulge ſe · 
crets to none : unleſs they who hear them, 
and you who ſpeak of them, are under 
equal obligatious to conceal them. 


On 
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On two occaſions, if it is demanded, 
take an oath :. either to clear yourſelf from 
foul accuſations, or to reſcue a friend from 
danger, Appeal to no deity on the account 
of gain, though you can do it with a ſafe 
conſcience; for to ſome you will appear to 
be a perjured, to others an avaricious 
man. : * . 

Admit no man into the number of your 
friends, before you have enquired how he 
treated his former friends: for you may 
expect, that as he behaved to them, ſo he 
will to you. Commence a friend ſlowly z 
having profeſſed yourſelf one, endeavour to 
continue ſo. It is equally a reflection to 
have no friend, and often to change our 
acquaintance, Form no intimacies without 
a previous trial: but let the trial be made 
without running any hazard: this you may 
do, if you pretend to be in want when you 
are not: and if you communicate common 
matters with the air of ſecreſy, Should 
the experiment prove unſucceſsful, you 
will ſuffer no inconvenience : if it ſhould 
anſwer, you will be let into the knowledge 
of your friends temper. Prove the pre- 
tenſions of friendſhip, by the calamities 
of life, and a joint participation of the 
ſame dangers, For gold is tried in = 

re, 
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fire, and by adverſity we diſcover our 
friends,—Y ou will treat your friends in the 
kindeſt manner, if you do not wait for 
their application : but voluntarily-offer your 
aſſiſtance in ſeaſon. Think it equally diſ- 
graceful to -be ſurpaſſed in kindneſs by a 
friend: as to be ſubdued by the evil actions 
of an enemy. — Value not only the friends 
who ſympathize” your misfortunes, but 
thoſe who envy not your proſperity. For 
many will grieve with their acquaintance 
in their diſtreſſes, but look with an evil 
eye on their ſucceſs—Speak to thoſe you 
are in company with, reſpectfully of your 
abſent friends, that it may appear you do 
not ſlight them in their abſence, | 

In your dreſs be neat and elegant; but 
not over=curious : thereis a kind of magni- 
ficence in the former; but the latter is ſu- 
perfluous.—W iſh not for a large ſhare, but 
a moderate enjoyment of the good things 
of this life. Deſpiſe them who are eager 
in the purſuit of riches, without being 
able to uſe their acquiſitions ; they are like 
a man who ſhould purchaſe a fine horſe, 


but knows not how to ride. Let your 


wealth and poſſeſſions be turned to ſome 


good account. Wealth anſwers its end, 


when men know how to enjoy it with 
| ſatisfaction, 


- ++ 
i. 


we . ILY TRY 


banks, hate, gods 


— — 2 „ 0 + of &55 6 
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fatisfaction, and poſſeſſions, when they are 
improved to good purpoſes. For two rea- 
ſons, put a value on 2 fortune: both 
as it enables you to aſſiſt a friend under any 
emergencies, and to anſwer the demands of 
government and the laws. As for the 
other occaſions of life, love nothing to an 
exceſſiye degree, and life itſelf but mode- 
rately. Be content with your allotment {1 
in preſent things, and ſeek better. ot 
Reproach no one with his misfor- {41 
tunes : for fortune is common, and the. 
future is uncertain.— Perform benevolent. 
ſervices for the good. A title to the gra- 
titude of a good man, is an excellent trea- 
ſure. He who does kind offices for a man of 
a bad mind, muſt expect a return ſimilar to 
what he receives, who feeds a ſtrange dog; 
this will bark at them who throw him meat, 
as well as at any he meets: men of bad 
principles will as ſoon injure their bene- 
factors, as their enemies. — Abhor the 
flatterer and the hypocrite, for both will 
repay the confidence repoſed in them with 
treachery. If you make them your friends 
who countenance your vices, you will never 
find any that will incur your diſpleaſure, 
by exhorting you to virtue. 1 
et 
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Let your carriage to your domeſticks be 
courteous, and not haughty : even ſervants 
can fcarcely bear the fwellings of pride: 
a courteous carriage ſweetly wins upon all. 
You wil! be formed to a courteouſnefs of 
manners, if you avoid contentions ; do 
not indulge to a ſpirit of contradiction 
about trifles : nor haſtily refort upon your 
domeſticks in their angry fits, though their 
reſentments are without ſufficient cauſe : 
but gently yield to them, and defer your 
rebukes till they are cool. e not on ludi- | 
crous occafions grave: nor make a jeſt of 
ſerious affairs: for whatever is unſeaſon- 
able, is always diſguſting.  —Beftow not 
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your favours reluctantly; as many do, who 

though they perform good offices, give their 1 
aſſiſtance with an ill grace.— Be not fond p 

of paſfing cenſures: for it is offenſive: 

be not ready to reprove ; for it irritates. 1 

Be particularly cautious of joining in w 

public entertainments ; but when it ſo 8 

happens that you are a party in any; leave D 
the company before you are betrayed into me 
e.xceſs; for the mind intoxicated with wine, he 
1 is expoſed to the ſame dangers with a cha- 28 
1 riot that has loſt its rider: this without a fas 
n guide, is hurried away at random: the pla 
| WP mind, you 
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. into many follies. 
ard immortal things, for this is true 8 
magnanimity : and as mortal, to enjoy the 
preſent ſtate with moderation. 

Learn to eſtimate the ſuperiority of 
knowledge above ignorance from hence; 
than men reap ſome adyantages from other 
inſtances of folly : but this. is attended 
with a great detriment; for the uninſtructed 
often draw on themſclyes uniſhment by 
deeds from him, they offend by their - 
. 

Would you win over any man to become 
your friend: paſs ſome encomium on him, 
to thoſe who will report it again. For 
praiſe is the beginning, of friengſhip, and 
cenſure of enmity. 

In your deliberations make the paſt a 
rule of judging abaut future events. For. 
what is obſcure, will be more eaſiiy diſ- 
cerned by comparing it with what is clear. 
Deliberate ſlowly, but execute every proper 
meaſure with ſpeed. Regard ſucceſs.as the 
beſt gift from the Got, © and wile ſchemes - 
as the beſt fruit of your own, thoughts. On.. 
ſome points, you may not. chooſe to ſpeak : 
plainly ; - and yet wiſh. to have the advice of 
your. fricads ; communicate them as the 
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affairs of another perſon; hereby you will 
learn their ſentiments, and conceal your 
own concern therein. When you are about 
to adviſe with another on your affairs, ob- 
ſerve firſt how he manages his own buſineſs : 
for he who is unſkilful in his own concerns, 
can never give good directions about ano- 
ther's, —You will be induced to ſeek advice, 
if you view the misfortunes that flow trom 
eng For we take greater care of our 
health, after we have felt the painful i in- 
conveniencies of ſickneſs. 

Imitate the manners of your Hs, 
and follow his ſtudies : thus you will ap- 
pear to approve and rival them. You will 
draw on yourſelf the fayour of the people, 
and ſtrengthen their affection towards you. 
Obey the .laws ordained by the king; but 
eſteem his conduct as the moſt binding 
law. For as he who reſides in a democracy, 
ſhould pay his court to the people : ſo he 
who lives under a.monarchy, ſhould honour 
the king. 

If you are appointed to any office in the 
fate, be careful not to chooſe a bad man 
for your deputy; for the blame of his 
crimes will lie on yourſelf. Leave the 


public poſts not with an advanced fortune, 
but 
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but with an increaſe of glory, For the 
praiſe of the people is the beſt riches. 
Neither aſſiſt, nor patronize any wicked 
actions. The wickedneſs you encourage, 
you will appear to perpetrate. Aim at an 
ability for compaſſing ſchemes of amby- 
tion and gain : but be content to live on 
an equal rank with others ; that it may be 


clear, you practiſe what is right, not 


through inability, but from a rectitude 
of heart, <— refer honeſt poverty to 
wealth with iniquity: reCtitude is ſu- 
perior to. riches : the advantages of one 
are limited to life: but the other en- 
tails glory on the dead. The former are 
ſhared by the wicked; but they cannot be 
our partners here. Imitate none who be- 
come rich by unrighteous gains: but highly 
value them who are looſers on account of 
their integrity. The upright, if they have 
the advantage of the wicked in nothing 
elſe, have certainly the better of them in 
the excellency of their hopes. 

Let every thing that relates to life, en- 
gage your attention, but particularly cul- 
tivate the underſtanding A virtuous mind 
in an human body, is the nobleſt treaſure 
in the meaneſt repoſitory, Accuſtom the 
body to labour, and inure the ſoul to the 
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fludy of wiſdom : that the former may 
have ſtrength to perform every thing neceſ- 
fary ; and the latter may be endowed with 
difcernment, to diſcover what is fitting. 
What you are about to ſpeak, revolve firſt 
in the mind : with many, the tongue runs 
before the thoughts. Remember that no- 
thing human is permanent; thus you will 
not be elated in proſperity, nor depreſſed 
in adverſity.—In two cafes be free to enter 
on converſation: * when you have parti- 
eularly conſidered the ſubject, or are under 
any neceſſity to ſpeak to it. In theſe cir- 
cumſtances alone, to ſpeak, is better than 
ſilence: in other. circumſtances, it is better 
to be ſilent, than to ſpeak. Under pleaſing 
occurrences rejoice; under painful events 
let your grief be moderate. In both ſitu- 
ations, behave with reſerve before others. 
It is abſurd to ſecret our wealth at home; 
and to expoſe the inward feelings of our 
minds abroad.—Fear diſgrace more than 
dangers, Let death be terrible to the 
wicked; but an ignominous life to the 


good. 


* A very ſenſible ſaying of Iſocrates is related: he 
was at table with Nicocreon, King of Cyprus, and was 
preſſed to talk and ſupply matter for converſation. He 
perſiſted in excuſing himſelf, and gave this reaſon for 
his refuſal, « What I do know, does not ſuit this place: 
* and what would ſuit it, I don't know,” 
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good. Prefer a life ſpent in the ſecu- 


rity of peace : but if you are called to the 
perils of war, let it be your ambition to 
return from the field with glory, but pur- 


chaſe not your ſafety with diſhonour. To 


die, is the lot of humanity ; to die well, is 


granted only to the worthy. 


Let it not ſurprize you, that many of 


theſe precepts do not ſuit your preſent age; 
neither did this eſcape me. It was my 
deſign in the ſame work, to offer you ſome 
directions for your preſent conduct, and to 
leave with you rules for future life, You 
will eaſily diſcern their uſefulneſs : but 


will with difficulty find one, to give you 


diſintereſted advice. That you might. not: 
be obliged to make your application to 
others, 1 thought it beſt to omit nothing, 
by which I might direct you, I ſhall 
be very thankful to Gop, if I am not de- 
ceived inthe good opinion I have entertained 
of you. I find, that as the generality of 
mankind are more fond of pleaſant than of 
wholeſome food; ſo they more readily aſſo- 
ciate with them, who will be partakers 
with their vices ; than with thoſe who ad- 
moniſh them. But I flatter myſelf, that 
you entertain other. ſentiments: and I 
ground my opinion on. your diligent appli- 

cation 
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cation to ſtudy. For it is probable, that he, 
who in compliance with the - dictates - of 
his own mind, practices what is beſt, will 
highly value others that call him to virtue. 
——[twill warm you to the love of good 
actions, if you obſerve, that from them 
flow the = genuine pleaſures, The ſa- 
tisfactions of floth and luxury, are quickly 
and cloſely followed with pain and ſorrow : 
but the delights that proceed from virtuous. 
labours, and a life of ſobriety, are always 

ſincere and laſting. There we are firſt con- 
ſcious to joy, then to grief : but here grief is 

ſucceeded by pleaſure, 

In all actions, we are not ſo apt to remem- 
ber the beginning, as to be affected with the 
end. Moſt of the tnings relative to life, 
are purſued not for their own ſake, but 
with a concern for their conſequences. Con- 
ſider, it is admitted, the wicked may con- 
fiſtently do any thing: for this is the 
principle they ſet out upon: but, as for the. 
good, they cannot neglect virtue without 
univerſal cenſure. None hate the vicious 
ſo much, as they do thoſe, who, aſſuming 
the profeſſion of virtue, differ nothing from 
the multitude. And with reaſon, For if 
we condemn thoſe who deceive us in 
' words, 
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'words, may we not be allowed to denomi- 


nate them worthleſs, who in their whole 
conduct degrade themſelves. We juſtly 
regard ſuch, not only as offenders againſt 
themſelves, but traitors to fortune. She 
has beſtowed on them poſſeſſions, reputa- 
tion and friends: but they render them- 
ſclyes- unworthy of their preſent felicity. . 
If man may be allowed to gueſs at the 
ſentiments of the Gods, I think the con- 
dition of their neareſt connections ſhows . 
in what manner they are affected towards 
the wicked and good. For Jupiter, (as 
our authors record, and all believe) having 
begot Hercules and Tantalus, recompenced 
the virtues of the former with immortality : 


and puniſhed the vices of the latter with - 


the ſevereſt penalties.  * 

You ſhould be mon by theſe ex- 
amples, to follow after goodneſs and pro- 
bity : and not only to adhere to the max- 


ims we have advanced, but to read the 
beſt ſentiments of the poets, and to peruſe 


the uſeful works of other ſenſible authors. 
For as we ſee the bee alighting on every 
flower, and collecting its ſweets from each, 
ſo it becomes the lovers of wiſdom to ne- 
glect no author, but to gather uſeful hints 
from 
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from every quarter. For the greateſt dili- 
gence will be ſcarcely ſufficient to ſubdue 
the * propeniities of nature, 


* 
* * 9 
DS 7 - — Vs 
> - * » Fs 
2 . 
- * * 


3 * 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Author having a few young 
Gentlemen under his InſtruRion, is ready at any 


| Time to take Charge of more, either Boarders, or Day-. 


Scholars. Youth are taught the Latin and Greek Claſlics, 
the Globes, Geography, the Elements of the Mathema - 
Ucs, Writing and Arithmetic, by himſelf and Aſliſtants, 
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WJ EFLECTIONS on the Death of 


a Prince and a Great Yew, in a Sermon preached 
at Taunton, November 10, 1565, an Occaſion of the 
Death of his Royal Highneſs, Wi Bam, Duke of Cumber- 


land. 
By JOSHUA TOULMIN. 
Also, the SzcondD EDitioN. 
A LzTT xx to the Society of Proteſtant Diſſenters, at 
the Octagon in | Liverpool. . 
+ Deſigned forthe "ang go: 


RAYERS for a Family, drawn up 


on a new Plan; Wi * um of Devotion for 
fx rfl Children. 


